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РЕЦЕНЗЕНТИ:
Відповідальний за випуск:

Сліпецька В.Д., канд. філол. наук, завідувач кафедри практики англійської мови і методики її навчання Дрогобицького державного педагогічного університету імені Івана Франка
       Хомишак О. 

Х  76  Хомишак О.Б. Збірник текстів для читання англійською мовою Навчальний посібник (видання друге, доповнене). Дрогобич: Редакційно-видавничий відділ ДДПУ, 2026. 112 с.
Навчальний презентує збірник адаптованих текстів для читання, який спрямований на розвиток навичок та вмінь читання студентів. Матеріал посібника сприятиме засвоєнню лексичних одиниць та граматичних структур і ознайомить читача із англомовною літературою та культурою загалом.

Посібник укладений з урахуванням специфіки навчання англійської мови у ЗВО і призначений для підготовки фахівців першого бакалаврського освітнього рівня.

Передмова
В умовах глобалізації та культурної, освітньої та економічної  інтенсифікації міжнародної співпраці, комунікативна компетентність, особливо в англійській мові як lingua franca, набуває критичного значення. Сьогодні застосовується широкий спектр інноваційних методик і дидактичних стратегій для опанування англійської мови.

Ми пропонуємо навчальний ресурс, який впроваджує один із найбільш ефективних підходів до оволодіння мовою —  опрацювання англійської та американської літератури. Винятково через занурення у художні англомовні тексти можна суттєво оптимізувати лексичний запас та досягти високого рівня володіння мовою.

Цей навчально-методичний посібник розроблено для здобувачів вищої освіти. Основна мета посібника — розвиток рецептивної компетентності в читанні, вдосконалення продуктивних навичок усного та писемного мовлення, контроль розуміння тексту та засвоєння лексичних одиниць і граматичних структур, а також поглиблення соціокультурних знань про Велику Британію та США.

Презентований контент включає автентичні фрагменти художньої та науково-популярної літератури. Усі тексти є адаптовані згідно з навчальною програмою. Матеріал охоплює вступну частину та 15 тематичних текстів. До кожного тексту додаються комплексні завдання: дотекстова активація знань, ґрунтовний лексичний коментар, завдання для перевірки глибини розуміння та контролю лексичної асиміляції, а також творчі комунікативні вправи для відпрацювання soft skills в усному та писемному спілкуванні.

Завдяки соціокультурному, країнознавчому та естетичному потенціалу представлених матеріалів, посібник є цінним ресурсом для самостійної роботи студентів та використання під час практичних занять з англійської мови. Збірник текстів для читання адресовано студентам ДДПУ імені Івана Франка для розширення фонових знань та збагачення країнознавчим тезаурусом, а також для підготовки до ЄВІ.

Foreword

With the expansion of international cultural, educational, and economic ties, knowledge of foreign languages, especially English, is becoming increasingly important. Currently, a wide variety of methods are used for learning the English language.

We offer you a manual that will allow you to implement the most thought-provoking, although not easy, approach to learning English, as it is based on working with English and American literature. Only by reading English-language fiction can one effectively increase vocabulary and master the English language perfectly. This educational and methodic manual is developed for bachelor's degree studentsof Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University.

The aim of the manual is the development of reading competence, the improvement of oral and written communication skills, the monitoring of reading comprehension and the level of assimilation of lexical material, as well as the deepening of country-specific knowledge about the UK and the USA.

The suggested material includes excerpts from English and American fiction and non-fiction literature. The texts are adapted in accordance with the curriculum, where English is studied.

The educational manual includes a foreword and 15 texts from English-language literature. Each text is accompanied by a pre-reading task, text explanation, practice oriented tasks aimed at monitoring reading comprehension and the level of assimilation of lexical units, video-based activities, AI-simulated interviews, and creative tasks for improving oral and written communication skills and abilities.

Due to the sociocultural, country-specific, and aesthetic potential of the suggested texts, the suggested manual can be used by students for home reading and in practical English classes, as well as for UEE training. With the aim of expanding background knowledge and enriching country-specific information, the "Reading Handbook" can be recommended to students of DIFSPU.

Text 1
I Pre-reading task. 
Look at the photo. What do you see in it? Can you read and pronounce the words correctly? If you can’t, consult a dictionary or search for them on Wikipedia.
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II Read the text. Answer the following question:

· What was founded by Levi Strauss?

a) pants;   b) jeans;   c) shorts
From "America's Great" by Gene Moss
At eighteen the young clerk realized there was little future for him in his native Germany. Scraping up enough money for the passage, he made the long journey across the Atlantic to America, where his two older brothers had preceded him. He was disappointed to discover that his brothers were peddlers, not millionaires in New York. But with no skill or trade, and only a few words of English, he was forced to be​come a peddler as well. He learned quickly and soon began to earn a decent living. Although his brothers seemed content with their lives, he knew that America offered far greater potential. When he heard that gold had been discovered in California, he took his savings, bought all the merchandise he could, and sailed on a ship to San Francisco.

There was such a need of goods of all kinds that he sold almost everything as soon as he arrived. He had nothing left to sell except several rolls of light canvas with which he intended to make tents for the miners. He bought a wagon, loaded it with his rolls of material, and set out to sell it. But when one of the first miners told him of a special problem, he suddenly got an idea. It was then that one of the great success stories of America was born.

Nowhere in San Francisco could the miners find clothing which was strong enough to withstand the wear and tear of the rocky terrain where they looked for gold. The young immigrant went to a tailor and had all of his material, a light canvas called "denim," made into pants in several sizes. He sold them all in one day, then began improving his new product. Learning that the pockets often tore from the weight of heavy rocks, he got the idea of fixing the pockets in place with copper rivets.

As the years went by, the pants he made became extremely pop​ular throughout the West. He died a wealthy man, having founded a company which today is known all over the world. It all began with a few rolls of material in the back of a wagon owned by a little peddler named Levi Strauss.

 peddler - торговець
 merchandise - товар
 canvas - полотно
 rivet - заклепка
 Levi Strauss - ['Li:vai Stros]
III Post reading activities

A Match the descriptions in Column A with the correct information from Column B.
	Column A

(Descriptions)
	Column B

B (Information)

	1. The young immigrant's initial impression of his brothers in America.

2. The immigrant's first job in America.

3. The event that prompted the immigrant to go to California.

4. The problem faced by miners in San Francisco.

5. The original purpose of the canvas the immigrant brought to California.

6. The solution the immigrant found to reinforce the pants' pockets.

7. The material the immigrant used to make the pants.

8. The name of the immigrant.


	A. Copper rivets 

B. Peddling 

C. Gold discovery 

D. Disappointment at their being peddlers 

E. Making tents for miners

F. Clothing that could withstand rough terrain 

G. Denim 

H. Levi Strauss




B Pick out the correct variant

1. What prompted the young clerk to leave Germany?
a) He had a promising job offer in America. 
b) He wanted to join his millionaire brothers in New York.
 c) He realized he had limited opportunities in Germany. 
d) He was escaping political persecution.

2. What was the young man's initial reaction to his brothers' situation in America?
a) He was thrilled to see them thriving. 
b) He was disappointed they were not wealthy. 
c) He was surprised they were living in New York. 
d) He was eager to start working with them.

3. What was the young man's first job in America?
a) A tailor 
b) A miner 
c) A peddler 
d) A clerk

4. What news encouraged the young man to travel to California?
a) The establishment of new businesses in San Francisco.
b) The discovery of gold. 
c) The construction of a new port. 
d) The abundance of fertile land.

5. What was the young man's original intention for the canvas he brought to California?
a) To sell it as fabric. 
b) To make tents. 
c) To make clothing. 
d) To trade it for gold.

6. What problem did the miners in San Francisco face?
a) A lack of tools for mining. 
b) A shortage of food and supplies. 
c) The lack of durable clothing. 
d) The high cost of living.

7. What material did the young man use to make the pants?
a) Wool 
b) Silk 
c) Denim 
d) Leather

8. What innovation did the young man introduce to improve his pants?
a) Different sizes 
b) Copper rivets on the pockets
 c) A new type of stitching 
d) A variety of colors

9. What was the young man's name?
a) John Smith 
b) Levi Strauss 
c) Henry Ford 
d) Thomas Edison

10. What was the ultimate outcome of the young man's efforts?
a) He became a wealthy businessman. 
b) He returned to Germany a millionaire.
c) He became a famous gold miner. 
d) He became a renowned tailor.
C  1. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank below.

· peddler

· gold

· canvas

· denim

· rivets

· Strauss

· Germany

· America

At eighteen, the young clerk realized there was little future for him in his native _________________. He traveled across the Atlantic to _________________, where his brothers were _________________. When he heard that _________________ had been discovered in California, he sailed to San Francisco. He intended to make tents for the miners with his _________________, but then he had an idea to make pants out of _________________. To make the pockets stronger, he used copper _________________. He became a wealthy man and founded a company known all over the world. It all began with a peddler named Levi _________________.

Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words.

At eighteen, the young clerk realized there was little future for him in his native _________________. He was disappointed to find his brothers were _________________ in America. The discovery of _________________ in California prompted him to travel to San Francisco. He originally planned to make _________________ from his rolls of _________________. He then decided to make pants out of _________________ and used copper _________________ to reinforce the pockets. His name was Levi _________________.

C 2 Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words.

The young clerk, realizing his limited _________________ in Germany, traveled across the _________________ to America. He was surprised his brothers were not _________________ as he had expected. Hearing of the _________________ in California, he sailed to San Francisco with _________________ to make tents. He soon discovered a need for more durable _________________ for the miners and used _________________ to strengthen the pockets of his denim pants. This innovation led to the founding of a world-famous company by Levi _________________.

Answer Key:
1. future/opportunities

2. Atlantic

3. millionaires

4. gold discovery/gold rush

5. canvas

6. clothing/pants

7. copper rivets

8. Strauss
D. Put the sentences in the right order:
a) He sailed on a ship to San Francisco;

b) He made the long journey across the Atlantic to America;

c) He died a wealthy man, having founded company which today is known all over the world.

d) He was disappointed to discover that his brothers were peddlers not millionaires in New York.

e) He bought a wagon, loaded it with his rolls of material and set out to sell.

E. Tick the reason that made the young clerk go to San Francisco:

He had two older brothers in San Francisco;

He heard that gold has been discovered in California;

There was such a need of goods of all kinds in San Francisco.
IV Vocabulary Tasks.

A. Deal with some tricky words from the text and their definitions:

1. Scraping up: (phrasal verb) to manage to collect or obtain something with difficulty, especially money. Example: He scraped up enough money for a bus ticket. This implies a struggle or effort to gather the funds.

2. Passage: (noun) a journey by sea, especially a regular service. Example: The passage across the Atlantic was long and arduous. In this context, it refers to the sea voyage to America.

3. Preceded: (verb) to go before (someone or something) in time, order, or rank. Example: The storm was preceded by heavy rain. Here, it means his brothers had arrived in America before him.

4. Peddlers: (noun) people who go from place to place selling small goods. Example: The peddler sold various household items from his cart. This implies selling goods directly to customers, often on the street or door-to-door.

5. Decent living: (phrase) a standard of living that is adequate or satisfactory. Example: He earned a decent living as a carpenter. This means earning enough money to live comfortably.

6. Potential: (noun) latent qualities or abilities that may be developed and lead to future success or usefulness. Example: The area has great potential for tourism. Here, it refers to the possibility of greater success or wealth in America.

7. Merchandise: (noun) goods to be bought and sold. Example: The store sells a wide range of merchandise. This refers to the goods he bought to sell in California.

8. Terrain: (noun) a stretch of land, especially with regard to its physical features. Example: The mountainous terrain made travel difficult. Here, it refers to the rocky land where the miners were working.

9. Tailor: (noun) a person whose occupation is making fitted clothes such as suits, trousers, and jackets to measure. Example: He had his suit made by a skilled tailor.
10. Rivets: (noun) a short metal pin or bolt with a head at one end, used for joining two or more pieces together by passing the shank through holes in them and then hammering or pressing down the plain end. Example: The bridge was held together by thousands of rivets. In this context, it refers to the metal fasteners used to strengthen the pockets of the pants.

B. Think of synonyms of the word “journey”. Make a list of them.

C. Do the task “photo camera”. Read the information and try to memorise it.

The word "journey" refers to an act of traveling from one place to another. Here are some synonyms for "journey," with slightly different nuances:

General synonyms:
· Trip: This is a very common and general synonym for journey. It can refer to short or long distances.

· Travels: This often refers to the activity of traveling in general, or to multiple journeys.

· Voyage: This usually implies a long journey by sea or space.

· Tour: This suggests a journey with multiple stops, often for sightseeing.

· Excursion: This is typically a short trip taken for pleasure or recreation.
D. Look at the words in column 1 in the table below and complete it giving definitions for them. Compare your ideas with AI ones.

	Column 1

Suggest your definition 
	Column 2

Definition suggested by AI 

	Fabric
Canvas
Denim

	Fabric: This is the most general term. Fabric is any material made by weaving, knitting, felting, or other processes from natural or synthetic fibers. Examples include cotton, wool, silk, linen, polyester, and nylon. Fabric is the raw material used to make clothing, upholstery, and many other things.

Canvas: This is a strong, heavy, plain-woven fabric, typically made of cotton or linen. It's known for its durability and is often used for sails, tents, backpacks, and painting surfaces. Canvas is a type of fabric.

Denim: This is a sturdy cotton twill fabric, typically blue, used for jeans, overalls, and other casual wear. The distinctive diagonal ribbing pattern of twill is what sets denim apart. Denim is a specific type of canvas, though the terms are sometimes used loosely.




V Grammar
A Choose the correct verb form:
1. He _________________ (realize) there was little future for him in Germany. 
a) realizes b) realized c) is realizing d) has realized

2. His brothers _________________ (precede) him to America. 
a) precede b) preceded c) are preceding d) have preceded

3. He _________________ (be) disappointed to find his brothers were peddlers. a) is b) was c) were d) has been

4. When he heard about the gold, he _________________ (take) his savings. 
a) takes b) took c) is taking d) has taken

5. The pants _________________ (become) popular throughout the West. 
a) become b) became c) are becoming d) have become

B Choose the correct article or "X" for no article:
1. He made _________________ long journey across _________________ Atlantic. 
a) a / the       b) the / a         c) a / a            d) the / the

2. He was disappointed to find his brothers were _________________ peddlers in _________________ New York. 
a) X / X             b) the / X            c) X / the         d) a / a

C Choose the correct preposition:
1. He sailed _________________ a ship to San Francisco. 
a) in           b) on          c) at        d) by

2. He improved his product by fixing the pockets _________________ place with rivets. 
a) in           b) at           c) on       d) to
D Combine the sentences using a relative clause
1. The miners couldn't find clothing. The clothing was strong enough. 
a) The miners couldn't find clothing which was strong enough. 
b) The miners which couldn't find clothing was strong enough. 
c) The clothing which the miners couldn't find was strong enough. 
d) The miners couldn't find clothing strong enough.
VI Creative tasks

A. "What If...?" Scenario (Creative Writing/Critical Thinking):
Imagine what would have happened if Levi Strauss had not met that miner with the problem of torn pants.What other paths might his life have taken? What other products could he have created with the canvas?

B. Design a Product:
Design a new product inspired by the needs of people in a specific environment (like the miners in the text). You should consider:

· The target audience and their needs.

· The materials they would use.

· The design and functionality of the product.

· A marketing strategy to promote the product.

C.  Imaginative Writing "A Day in the Life" ():
Write a diary entry or a short story from the perspective of:

· Levi Strauss during his first days in San Francisco.

· A miner who buys Levi's pants.

· The tailor who helps Levi make the first pair of pants.

D.Watch the video (https://youtu.be/DRH8H41oHnw?si=9-ZjuxR8JNcN_q5F.
Create a timeline of Levi Strauss's life and the development of his company, based on the video and its additional information .

VII. Role-Playing . 
The class can be divided into groups and assigned different roles (e.g., Levi Strauss, his brothers, a miner, a competitor). Role-play a scene or debate a topic related to the text, such as:
· Levi trying to convince his brothers to join his business.

· Miners discussing the benefits of Levi's pants.

· A debate about the impact of industrialization on small businesses.

Extra activities

Cross-Cultural Tasks:
1. Immigration and the "American Dream":
Discuss the concept of the "American Dream" and how Levi Strauss's story exemplifies it. Explore the experiences of immigrants in different time periods and cultures. What are the common challenges and opportunities faced by immigrants? Connect this to history and social studies by researching immigration policies and social conditions in different countries.

2.  How did Levi Strauss adapt to a new culture and use his entrepreneurial skills to succeed? Research other immigrant entrepreneurs who have made significant contributions to different societies. Connect this to economics and business studies by analyzing the factors that contribute to entrepreneurial success in different cultural contexts.

3. Research the history of clothing and how it reflects cultural values and social norms. How did denim become a global fashion icon? How does clothing vary across different cultures? Connect this to art and design by analyzing different clothing styles and their cultural significance.

Text 2.

I Pre-reading tasks.
A. Look at the photo. What do you see in it?
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B. Say what you think it’s about?
II Read the title and text carefully.

After "Gulliver’s Travels” by Jonathan Swift

Having thus prepared everything as well as I could, I set sail on the twenty-fourth of September, 1701, at six o'clock in the morning. I wanted to reach one of the islands I thought lay to the north-east of Van-Dieman's Land. I steered by my pocket compass, but discovered no land all that day. The next day about three in the afternoon, I saw a sail steering to the south-east. I shouted but could get no answer. How​ever I followed the boat as fast as I could, and in half an hour they fired a gun to tell me that they saw me. It is not easy to describe the joy I felt at the hope of once more seeing my native country and my family. I reached the ship between five and six in the evening, September 26th. I put my cows and bulls into my coat-pockets and got on board.

The ship was an English one and was returning from Japan. The captain was very kind to me and asked me to tell him what place I had come from and where I was going to. I did this in a few words, but he thought the dangers I had passed through had made me a little mad. Then I took my cattle out of my pocket, on seeing which he was greatly astonished but he was convinced that I was telling the truth. Then I showed him the gold which the emperor of Blefuscu had given me, and the emperor's portrait. I gave the captain two purses with two hundred sprugs1 in each.

We had a very good voyage and arrived in England on the 13th of April 1702. In the short time that I remained in England I made much profit by showing my cattle to many persons. Before I began my second voyage І sold them for six hundred pounds. I stayed but two months with my wife and family, for my strong desire to see foreign countries would give me no peace. I left most of my money with my wife, and then took leave of her, and of my son and daughter.

sprug - місцева валюта в країні карликів

II Post reading activities

A. Match the items in Column A with the corresponding information in Column B.
	Column A
(Descriptions/Events)
	Column B
(Information)

	1. Date of the narrator's departure.

2. Direction the narrator initially sailed.

3. The narrator's signal to attract attention.

4. The nationality of the ship that rescued the narrator.

5. What the narrator carried in his coat pockets.

6. The gift the narrator received from the Emperor of Blefuscu.

7. The date of arrival in England.

8. What the narrator did with his cattle in England.

9. The narrator's reason for leaving his family again so soon.


	A. September 24, 1701 
B. North-east 
C. Shouting 
D. English 
E. Cows and bulls 
F. Gold and a portrait 
G. April 13, 1702 
H. Sold them for profit 
I. Strong desire to see foreign countries




B. Do multiple-choice test based on the text:

1. When did the narrator set sail?
a) September 25, 1701 
b) September 24, 1702 
c) September 24, 1701 
d) September 26, 1701

2. What direction did the narrator initially steer?
a) South-east b) North-west c) North-east d) South-west

3. How did the narrator get the attention of the ship?
a) He fired a gun  b) He waved a flag  c) He shouted   d) He used a mirror to reflect the sun.

4. What was the nationality of the rescuing ship?
a) Japanese b) Dutch c) Spanish d) English

5. What did the narrator carry in his coat pockets?
a) Gold and jewels b) Maps and charts c) Cows and bulls d) Food and water

6. What did the narrator show the captain to prove his story?
a) A letter from the King of England b) Gold and the Emperor of Blefuscu's portrait c) A map of his travels d) His ship's logbook

7. When did the narrator arrive in England?
a) April 13, 1701  b) April 13, 1702  c) May 13, 1702  d) March 13, 1701

8. What did the narrator do with his cattle in England?
a) He gave them to the captain  b) He sold them for a profit  c) He kept them as pets d) He donated them to a zoo.

9. How long did the narrator stay with his family before his second voyage?
a) One month b) Three months c) Two months d) Four months

10. What was the narrator's main reason for leaving his family again?
a) He needed to earn more money. b) He missed the sea. c) He had a strong desire to see foreign countries. d) He was running away from debt.

B. Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words.

I set sail on _________________ 24th, 1701. The following day, I saw a sail steering to the _________________ -east. The ship fired a _________________ to signal they saw me. The captain thought I was _________________ until I showed him my miniature _________________. The emperor of _________________ had given me gold and a portrait. I sold my cattle for _________________ pounds before my second voyage. 

After preparing everything, I _________________ sail. I used my pocket _________________ to navigate. The ship that rescued me was returning from a voyage to _________________. The captain was _________________ when I showed him the miniature livestock I carried in my _________________. I also showed him the emperor's _________________. My strong _________________ to travel prevented me from staying with my family for long.

C. Circle the correct variant ( a, b or c ):

I steered by my …

a) watch;    b) map;   c) pocket compass

I put … into my coat pockets.

a) my coins;   b) my gold;   c) my cows and bulls

The ship was returning from …

a) England;   b) Japan;   c) Van-Dieman’s Land

Then I showed him the gold which the emperor of … had given to me.

a) Japan;    b) Blefuscu;    c) England

Before I began my second voyage I sold my cattle for …

a) ₤500;    b) ₤600;    c) ₤700

D. Complete the sentences using the information from the text:

1. I set sail on …

2. The next day about three in the afternoon …

3. I reached the ship between …

4. The ship was …

5. The captain was …

6. I gave the captain …

7. We had a very good voyage and arrived …

8. I stayed but …
III Vocabulary

A. Look at the photo and say what you see in it using a general term.
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B. Identify the suggested items from the photo referring to different countries. Can you spell the words “euro”, pound” correctly. Consult a dictionary.

C. The text mentions "sprugs." Research what kind of currency this might be (or speculate if it's fictional). If possible, try to find an equivalent value in today's currency. Then calculate the value of the two purses given to the captain.

D. Compare the value of the "sprugs" to the 600 pounds the narrator received for selling his cattle. Discuss the concept of profit and trade in the 18th century.
IV Grammar

A. Choose the correct verb form
1. I _________________ (set) sail on September 24th. a) set b) sets c) am setting d) have set

2. I _________________ (want) to reach one of the islands. a) want b) wanted c) am wanting d) have wanted

3. I _________________ (shout) but could get no answer. a) shout b) shouted c) am shouting d) have shouted

4. They _________________ (fire) a gun to tell me they saw me. a) fire b) fired c) are firing d) have fired

5. The captain _________________ (ask) me to tell him my story. a) asks b) asked c) is asking d) has asked

6. I _________________ (sell) them for six hundred pounds. a) sell b) sold c) am selling d) have sold

B. Choose the correct preposition
1. I set sail _________________ six o'clock in the morning. a) at b) in c) on d) by

2. I put my cows _________________ my coat-pockets. a) at b) on c) in d) by

3. The ship was returning _________________ Japan. a) from b) to c) at d) in

C. Combine the sentences using a relative clause
1. I showed him the gold. The Emperor of Blefuscu had given me the gold. 
a) I showed him the gold which the Emperor of Blefuscu had given me. 
b) I showed him the Emperor of Blefuscu which had given me the gold. 
c) I showed him the Emperor of Blefuscu the gold which had given me. 
d) I showed him the gold that the Emperor of Blefuscu gave to me.

D. Choose the correct conjunction
1. I shouted _________________ could get no answer. a) and b) but c) so d) because

2. I stayed two months with my family, _________________ my desire to travel was strong. a) and b) but c) for d) so

V Creative Writing 
A. "Lost at Sea":
· Imagine you are the narrator, alone at sea after losing your way. Write a diary entry detailing your thoughts, feelings, and experiences during the day you didn't see land. Focus on sensory details (what you see, hear, smell, feel).

· Write a short story about a different kind of "lost" experience – perhaps lost in a city, a forest, or even lost in thought.

B. "The Captain's Log":
· Write a log entry from the perspective of the captain of the English ship. Describe the moment you saw the narrator, your initial thoughts about him, and your reaction to seeing the miniature cattle.

VI Speaking (presentation) ”My Greatest Adventure" :

· Prepare a short speech or presentation about the narrator's adventure, focusing on the most exciting or surprising parts of his journey.

· Connect the story to their own lives by reflecting on a time they experienced a challenging situation or a surprising discovery.

· Using a map of the world, trace the narrator's journey. Start from where he set sail (likely somewhere in Europe), then to the area northeast of Van Diemen's Land (modern-day Tasmania, Australia), then to Japan, and finally back to England.
· Research historical maps from the 18th century to see how the world was depicted at that time.

VII Art project 

A. "Miniature World":
· Create a visual representation of the narrator's miniature cattle. This could be a drawing, a sculpture using modeling clay or other materials, or a diagram showing the cattle in the narrator's coat pocket.

· Research different breeds of miniature cattle and incorporate those details into the artwork.

B. Design a travel brochure (poster, trailer):
· Watch the trailer following the linkhttps://youtu.be/J-wXbyEQ5TM?si=jLP77sf2AONwhvOK
· Create a travel trailer (brochure or poster) advertising a voyage to Japan in the 18th century (the time period of the text). Include details about the journey, what travelers might see, and what they should pack.

·  Create a "before and after" trailer: one showing the narrator's lonely voyage at sea, and the other showing the comfortable voyage back to England on the English ship.

Extra activities

1. Look at the list of films based on Gulliver's Travels. Watch two of them.

· Gulliver en el país de los Gigantes

· Gulliver's Travels (1924 film)

· Gulliver's Travels (1977 film)

· Gulliver's Travels (2010 film)

· Gulliver's Travels (miniseries)

· Gulliver's Travels Among the Lilliputians and the Giants

2. Choose two or more film adaptations from the list. Compare and contrast them based on:

· Plot. How closely do they follow the original book? What changes or omissions are made?

· Characters. How are Gulliver and other key characters portrayed?

· Tone and Style. Is the adaptation comedic, adventurous, satirical, or something else?

· Visuals and Special Effects. How are the fantastical lands and creatures depicted?

· Focus on simple comparisons, like "What are the main differences between the 1939 and 2010 versions?"
· Analyze specific scenes or character interactions across adaptations.

· Conduct a deeper analysis of how each adaptation interprets the themes and messages of the original book.

3. Character study


· Focus on the character of Gulliver. How is he portrayed differently in each adaptation? How does his personality and development change throughout his travels?
· Create a character chart for Gulliver in each film, noting his key traits.
· Write a short essay comparing Gulliver's motivations and actions in different adaptations.
· Analyze how the different portrayals of Gulliver reflect the time period and cultural context in which each film was made.
4.Cultural Context
Research the historical and cultural context in which each film adaptation was made. How did the social and political climate influence the interpretation of the story? How were the films received by audiences and critics at the time of their release?
Use creative expression "What If...?"  and imagine a new adaptation of "Gulliver's Travels" set in a different time period or location (e.g., modern-day Earth, outer space). Write a short synopsis or create a movie poster for this new adaptation.

Text 3
I Pre-reading activities
A. Look at the photo. What do you see in it? Reveal your academic knowledge about the author and the books. 
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B. Answer the questions:

1. What genre is it presented ?

2. What are the main advantages and disadvantages of it?

3. Do you like it?

4. Share your experience of reading such a kind of book.

C. Watch the video and enrich your cultural knowledge.

https://youtu.be/7toqzP16H4c?si=TB_nBw9nAkUToF_u
D. Pick up the numbers and proper nouns (names, geographical locations, etc.) and complete the table:

	Date and location
	Events in Conan Doyle’s life

	1…

2…

3…
	


D.Give a brief review of A. Conan Doyle’s life using the prompts from the table.

 II Read the text. What is the professor von Baumgarten interested in? What experiment was he going to do?

After "The Great Keinplatz Experiment" by A. Conan-Doyle

Of all the sciences which interested the sons of men, none had such an attraction for the learned professor von Baumgarten as psy​chology and the relation between mind and matter. For many years there was one question which especially interested the Professor. A hundred times a day he asked himself whether it was possible for the human spirit to exist apart from the body for some time and then to return to it again. There were many things which made him believe that it was possible for mind to exist apart from matter. At last it occurred to him that by a daring and original experiment the question could be definitely decided.

Shortly after the time when the idea of the experiment came to his head Professor was walking home after a long day in the laboratory, when he met a crowd of noisy students who had just come out of a beer-house. At the head of them, half-drunk, was young Fritz von Hartmann.

"Hey! My worthy master," he said, taking the old man by the sleeve. "There is something that I have to say to you, and it is easier for me to say it now, when the good beer is humming in my head, than at another time."

"What is it, Fritz?" the psychologist asked, looking at him in surprise.

"I know, Professor, that you want to do some wonderful exper​iment in which you hope to take a man's soul out of his body, and then to put it back again. Is it so?"

"It is true, Fritz."

"And don't you think, my dear sir, that you may have some dif​ficulties in finding someone on whom to try this? Suppose, that the soul went out and wouldn't come back. Who will take the risk?"

"But, Fritz," cried out the Professor, "1 had relied upon your assistance. 1 am sure you will not desert me."

"Then listen," said Fritz solemnly. "If you give your word that after this experiment I may have the hand of your daughter, then I agree to assist you; but if not, 1 shall have nothing to do with it. These are my terms."

"And what would my daughter say to this?" the Professor ex​claimed after a pause of astonishment.

"She would be happy," the young man replied. "We love each other."

"Then she will be yours," the psychologist said with determina​tion, "for you are a nice man and one of the best students that I have ever known - of course, when you are not under the influence of alco​hol. It will be a great experiment, Fritz. The best men of science from all South Germany will be there."

"I shall be punctual," the student said briefly. And so the two parted.

III Post-reading activities

A. Match the items in Column A with the corresponding information in Column B.
	Column A (Descriptions/Events)

	Column B (Information)


	1. Professor von Baumgarten's main area of scientific interest.

2. The question that preoccupied the Professor.

3. The Professor's proposed method for answering his question.

4. Where the Professor met Fritz von Hartmann.

5. Fritz's condition for participating in the experiment.

6. The Professor's initial concern about Fritz's request.

7. The Professor's opinion of Fritz.

8. Who else would be present at the experiment.


	A.Psychology and the relationship between mind and matter. 

B. Whether the human spirit can exist apart from the body and then return. 

C. A daring and original experiment.

D. On his way home from the laboratory. E. Receiving the Professor's daughter's hand in marriage. 

F. What his daughter would think of the arrangement. 

G. One of his best students (when not under the influence of alcohol). 

H. The best men of science from all South Germany.




B. Choose the correct variant:

1. What was Professor von Baumgarten's main scientific interest?
a) Physics and chemistry b) Astronomy and mathematics c) Psychology and the relation between mind and matter d) Biology and anatomy

2. What question did the Professor frequently ask himself?
a) How to cure diseases of the body b) Whether the human spirit could exist apart from the body c) How to achieve immortality d) The nature of the universe

3. How did the Professor plan to answer his question?
a) Through philosophical debate b) Through historical research c) Through a daring and original experiment d) Through religious contemplation

4. Where did the Professor meet Fritz von Hartmann?
a) In his laboratory b) At a scientific conference c) On his way home from the laboratory d) At the university

5. What had Fritz and the other students been doing before meeting the Professor?
a) Attending a lecture b) Studying in the library c) Coming out of a beer-house d) Conducting their own experiments

6. What did Fritz offer to do for the Professor?
a) Provide funding for the experiment b) Help him design the experiment c) Be the subject of the experiment d) Introduce him to other scientists

7. What was Fritz's condition for participating in the experiment?
a) He wanted to be paid a large sum of money. b) He wanted to become famous. c) He wanted to marry the Professor's daughter. d) He wanted to publish the results of the experiment.

8. What was the Professor's initial reaction to Fritz's condition?
a) He was angry. b) He was amused. c) He was astonished. d) He was suspicious.

9. What was the Professor's final decision regarding Fritz's request?
a) He refused outright. b) He agreed, believing his daughter loved Fritz. c) He said he would think about it. d) He suggested they postpone the experiment.

10. Who would be present at the experiment, according to the Professor?
a) The King and Queen b) The best men of science from all South Germany c) All the students from the university d) The Professor's family

C. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank below:

· Psychology 
· experiment

· students

· beer-house

· soul

· daughter

· science

· punctual

Professor von Baumgarten was interested in _________________ and the relation between mind and matter. He wanted to know if the human _________________ could exist apart from the body. He decided to conduct an _________________ to find out. He met Fritz von Hartmann and other _________________ coming from a _________________. Fritz agreed to help if he could marry the Professor's _________________. The best men of _________________ would be present. Fritz promised to be _________________.

D. Complete the sentences using the information from the text:

1. The professor’s name was …

2. He was rather interested in …

3. “If you give your word that …

4. A hundred times a day he asked himself …

5. There were many thing which …

6. At last it occurred to him …

7. He met a crowd of noisy students who …

8. At the head of them …

IV Vocabulary Tasks

A. Provide definitions for the words:

Professor…
Laboratory…
Experiment…
Psychology…
A. Match the words from the text in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

	Column A
	Column B

	1. attraction

2. spirit

3. daring

4. original

5. laboratory

6. worthy

7. solemnly

8. astonishment

9. determination

10. punctual


	a. A strong feeling of interest in or liking for someone or something. 
b. A person's mind or soul. 
c. Showing a willingness to take surprisingly bold risks.
d. Present or existing from the beginning; not copied or imitated. 
e. A room or building equipped for scientific experiments, research, or teaching. 
f. Deserving respect or admiration. 
g. In a formal and dignified manner.
h. Great surprise. 
i. Firmness of purpose; resolve. 
j. Arriving or doing something at the expected or correct time.




C. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text:
1. The professor's main ________________ was the relationship between mind and matter.

2. He wondered if the human ________________ could exist apart from the body.

3. He planned a ________________ experiment to answer his question.

4. Fritz was ________________ drunk when he met the professor.

5. Fritz addressed the professor as "my ________________ master."

6. Fritz spoke ________________ about his condition for participating.

7. The professor expressed ________________ at Fritz's request.

8. The professor spoke with great ________________ when giving his consent.

9. Fritz promised to be ________________ for the experiment.

B. Answer the following questions using your own words.

1. What does it mean that the Professor was "learned"?

2. Why did Fritz say it was easier to talk to the Professor when he had been drinking?

3. What was the "risk" that Fritz mentioned regarding the experiment?

4. What does it imply about the Professor's character that he agreed to Fritz's condition?

V Grammar Tasks

A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. Of all the sciences that _________________ (interest) the sons of men, none had such an attraction for the professor. a) interests b) interested c) are interesting d) have interested

2. For many years, one question _________________ (especially/interest) the professor. a) especially interests b) was especially interesting c) especially interested d) has especially interested

3. It _________________ (occur) to him that an experiment could decide the question. a) occurs b) occurred c) is occurring d) has occurred

4. He _________________ (walk) home when he met the students. a) walks b) was walking c) walked d) has walked

5. "I _________________ (rely) on your assistance," cried the Professor. a) rely b) relied c) am relying d) have relied

B. Choose the correct article or "X" for no article:
1. He met _________________ crowd of noisy students. a) a b) an c) the d) X

2. He took _________________ old man by _________________ sleeve. a) a/a b) the/a c) an/the d) the/the

C. Choose the correct preposition:
1. He was walking home _________________ a long day in the laboratory. a) after b) before c) during d) for

2. Fritz was under the influence _________________ alcohol. a) of b) with c) by d) from

D. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. He asked himself whether it was possible for the spirit to exist apart from the body _________________ then return. a) and b) but c) or d) so

2. "If you give your word _________________ I may have your daughter's hand, I will assist you." a) so b) that c) because d) although

E. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
1. The professor wanted to do an experiment. The experiment would take a man's soul out of his body. 

a) The professor wanted to do an experiment which would take a man’s soul out of his body. 
b) The professor which wanted to do an experiment would take a man’s soul out of his body. 
c) The professor wanted to do an experiment who would take a man’s soul out of his body. 
d) The professor wanted to do an experiment that a man’s soul would be taken out of his body.

VI Creative Tasks

A. Creative writing
1. “The Experiment Diary”
Imagine the experiment takes place. Write a diary entry from one of the following perspectives:

· Fritz: describe his feelings before, during, and after the experiment. Did he experience anything? Did he truly believe his soul would return?

· The Professor's Daughter. What are her thoughts about the experiment and her impending marriage? Does she have any concerns?

· One of the "best men of science". Describe the atmosphere in the laboratory, the scientific procedures, and the reactions to the experiment's outcome (successful or not).

2. The ethical debate:
· Organize a debate on the ethics of the Professor's experiment. Divide the class into two groups: one arguing for the experiment's justification (the pursuit of scientific knowledge), and the other arguing against it (the potential dangers and moral implications).

· Introduce modern ethical considerations related to scientific experimentation, such as informed consent and the treatment of human subjects.

3. The "What If?" scenario 
· Explore a "what if" scenario:

· What if Fritz's soul didn't return to his body? What would the Professor do? How would this affect his daughter?

· What if the experiment was a complete success and became widely known? How would this change society's understanding of life and death?

·  Write a short story or a play scene based on one of these scenarios.

5.  Project activity
· Adapt the story into a modern setting. How would the experiment be conducted with modern technology? What kind of ethical considerations would be relevant today?

·  Create a short film script or a comic strip based on the modern adaptation.

· Analyze the characters of the Professor and Fritz. What are their motivations? What are their strengths and weaknesses? How do their personalities interact?

· Write a character sketch for each character, focusing on their physical appearance, personality traits, and motivations.

VII Speaking (presentation) “The Professor's lecture” 
 Imagine the Professor is presenting his research and the upcoming experiment to a scientific audience. Prepare a lecture that he might deliver, including:

· The background of his research (the mind-body problem).

· The methodology of his experiment.

· His expected results and their implications for science.

· research historical scientific theories about the soul and consciousness to incorporate into the lecture.

Extra activities
1.Look at the list of books and pick out the well-known ones:

· A Study in Scarlet & The Sign of Four. ...

· The Hound of the Baskervilles & The Valley of Fear. ...

· The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. ...

· The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes. ...

· The Return of Sherlock Holmes & His Last Bow. ...

· The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. ...

· The Best of Sherlock Holmes

A. Put the books in the order they were published. This requires research but reinforces the concept of a developing narrative.
B. Create a timeline of Sherlock Holmes's life and career, incorporating key events from the stories.
2.Character profiles 

· Choose a character (Sherlock, Watson, Lestrade, Moriarty, etc.) and create a profile. Include physical descriptions, personality traits, key appearances, and relationships with other characters.
· Compare and contrast two characters (e.g., Sherlock and Watson, Sherlock and Moriarty).

3. Cultural context
 Describe the typical settings of Sherlock Holmes stories. How does the setting contribute to the atmosphere and the plot? (e.g., London, foggy streets, isolated country houses).
· Research Victorian London and compare it to the London depicted in the stories.

· 4.Favourite Story Selection and justification:
 Choose your favorite story from the list and explain why you enjoyed it. Consider plot, characters, suspense, and themes.

· Present your chosen story to the class, highlighting its strengths.
Text 4

I Pre-reading activities

1. Based on first sentence of the text "He was born and raised in North Carolina," predict what the text will be about. Write a short paragraph predicting the rest of the story.

2. Task “Photo camera”. Look at some key vocabulary words from the text and memorise their meanings.  Examples:

· Embezzlement: to steal or misappropriate money entrusted to one's care.

· deficit: a shortage or deficiency of something, especially money.

· scandal: an action or event regarded as morally or legally wrong and causing public outrage.

· convict: a person found guilty of a criminal offense and serving a sentence of imprisonment.

· umiliation: the feeling of being ashamed and losing respect.

How do you think these words are connected to the story? Put them in the sequence they appear in the text.

II Read the text. Say what it’s about.

From "America's Great" by Gene Moss
He was born and raised in North Carolina. He left school when he was fifteen, and after moving to Texas, he held a variety of jobs: working on a ranch, in a real estate office, and in a pharmacy. After he was married, he became a teller in a bank, where he was liked and trusted by everyone. Later, he ran a weekly newspaper in Austin and became a reporter for a Houston paper. Then, like a thunderbolt, came the startling news that he had been charged with embezzlement."

A deficit had been discovered in the bank where he had worked, a shortage of $854. Unable to face the scandal of a trial, he left the United States and settled in Honduras, where he worked as a plantation bookkeeper, a druggist, and a printer. When his wife became ill, he returned home and gave himself up. His wife died a few months later, and it was nearly a year before he was tried. The evidence against him was not very strong, but he offered no defense, the fact that he had run away was enough to convict him.

For two years he worked as the prison drug clerk, from five each night until five in the morning. Then he became secretary to the prison steward, a position which allowed him considerable freedom of movement. After his release from prison, the humiliation of having been a convict was so strong that he never went back to his former life, or ever again used his real name.

While in prison he had written some stories and had sold a half dozen of them, earning about three hundred dollars. It was enough money to take him to New York when he was released, where he now dedicated himself to a career as a writer. He developed his own, special style, a simple, straightforward way of telling a story which soon made him one of the most popular authors of his day. This is William Sidney Porter who is remembered by millions of readers as America's greatest master of the short story, O. Henry.

real estate office - агентство по продажi нерухомості

pharmacy = drug store = chemist's shop

a teller in a bank = a bank teller - касир
embezzlement = stealing money you are looking after

to convict – засуджувати
III Post-reading activities

A. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text about O. Henry:

1. Where was William Sidney Porter born and raised?
a) Texas b) New York c) North Carolina d) Honduras

2. What was one of his jobs in Texas before he got married?
a) Bank teller b) Reporter c) Ranch hand d) Prison drug clerk

3. What was the charge against him?
a) Robbery b) Fraud c) Embezzlement d) Forgery

4. To which country did he flee to avoid trial?
a) Mexico b) Canada c) Honduras d) England

5. What prompted his return to the United States?
a) He missed his family. b) He ran out of money. c) His wife became ill. d) He was pardoned.

6. What was the outcome of his trial?
a) He was acquitted. b) He received a suspended sentence. c) He was convicted. d) The trial was postponed indefinitely.

7. What did he do while in prison?
a) He studied law. b) He taught other inmates. c) He wrote stories. d) He worked in the library.

8. What was his job in prison?
a) Prison guard b) Drug clerk and then secretary to the prison steward c) Librarian d) Cook

9. What did he do after his release from prison?
a) He returned to his previous job at the bank. b) He moved to New York and became a writer. c) He moved back to Texas. d) He moved back to Honduras.

10. What is William Sidney Porter better known as?
a) Mark Twain b) Edgar Allan Poe c) O. Henry d) Jack London

B. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank:

· Texas

· bank

· embezzlement

· Honduras

· prison

· stories

· writer

· O. Henry

He was born in North Carolina and later moved to _________________. After getting married, he worked as a teller in a _________________. He was charged with _________________ and fled to _________________. After returning and being convicted, he spent time in _________________. While there, he wrote _________________. After his release, he moved to New York and became a _________________. He is known as _________________.

C. Fill in the gaps with appropriate words:

William Sidney Porter held various jobs in _________________ after leaving school. He was accused of _________________ from the bank where he worked. To avoid trial, he went to _________________. He returned due to his _________________'s illness. He was convicted and spent two years working as a _________________ clerk. After his release, he used the money he earned from writing _________________ to move to New York. He became famous under the pen name _________________.

After working in various _________________ in Texas, William Sidney Porter faced a _________________ that dramatically changed his life. He was charged with _________________ and fled to avoid the _________________. His time in prison, though a period of _________________, also provided the opportunity to develop his writing _________________. He adopted a _________________ to distance himself from his past.
IV.Vocabulary
A. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

Column A (Words)
	Column A
(Words)
	Column B
(Definitions)


	1. variety

2. teller

3. startling

4. embezzlement

5. deficit

6. scandal

7. convict

8. humiliation

9. dedicated
10. straightforward
	a. A shortage of something, especially money. 
b. A person who works in a bank, handling transactions. 
c. A range of different things. 
d. Causing great surprise or astonishment. 
e. Theft or misappropriation of funds entrusted to one's care. 
f. An action or event considered morally or legally wrong and causing public outrage.
g. A person found guilty of a criminal offense. 
h. The feeling of being ashamed and losing respect. 
i. Devoted to a task or purpose. 
j. Easy to understand; direct and clear.


B. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text:

1. He held a ________________ of jobs in Texas before settling on banking.

2. The news of the ________________ at the bank spread quickly.

3. He left the country to avoid the ________________ of a public trial.

4. The fact that he had run away was enough to ________________ him.

5. He felt deep ________________ after being released from prison.

6. He ________________ himself to writing after moving to New York.

7. His writing style was known for being simple and ________________.

C. Complete the table with the correct forms of the words.

Noun Verb
Adjective Adverb  

variety vary________________variously________________startle 

startling
startlingly
embezzlement________________embezzled________________conviction 

convict________________________________dedication dedicate dedicated dedicatedly

D. For each word, provide a synonym  and an antonym 

1.startling (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

2.trusted (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

3.straightforward (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

V Grammar

A. Based on the provided text about O. Henry, focuse on various grammatical aspects. Choose the correct verb form:
1. He _________________ (be) born and raised in North Carolina. 
a) is      b) was      c) has been     d) is being

2. He _________________ (leave) school when he was fifteen. 
a) leaves      b) left     c) has left   d) is leaving

3. After he _________________ (marry), he became a teller. 
a) marries     b) married       c) was married       d) has married

4. A deficit _________________ (discover) in the bank. 
a) is discovered     b) was discovered    c) has discovered     d) discovers

5. He _________________ (write) some stories while in prison. 
a) writes      b) wrote     c) has written     d) is writing

B. Choose the correct article or "X" for no article:
1. He worked in _________________ real estate office. 
a) a       b) an      c) the       d) X

2. He became _________________ reporter for _________________ Houston paper. 
a) a/a     b) a/the    c) the/a    d) the/the

C. Choose the correct preposition:
1. He left the United States and settled _________________ Honduras. 
a) in      b) at     c) to      d) on

2. He worked as a drug clerk _________________ two years. 
a) for     b) during      c) since      d) ago

3. He dedicated himself _________________ a career as a writer. 
a) for     b) to        c) at      d) in

D. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
He became a teller in a bank. He was liked and trusted by everyone at the bank. 
a) He became a teller in a bank which he was liked and trusted by everyone. 
b) He became a teller in a bank where he was liked and trusted by everyone. 
c) He became a teller in a bank who was liked and trusted by everyone. 
d) He became a teller in a bank that he was liked and trusted by everyone.

E. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. The evidence was not very strong, _________________ he was convicted. 
a) and  b) but  c) so   d) because

VI Creative writing
A. Based on the text about O. Henry, designed to engage students with the story in imaginative and analytical ways "A Letter from Honduras:
· Imagine you are William Sidney Porter in Honduras. Write a letter to a friend or family member back in the United States. Describe your life there, your feelings about leaving, and your thoughts about the future.

· Write two letters: one shortly after arriving in Honduras, and another just before deciding to return to the US. This allows students to explore the change in his mindset.

B. The Trial Scene:
· Write a short play or skit depicting the trial of William Sidney Porter. Assign roles such as the judge, the prosecutor, the defense attorney (even though he had none), witnesses, and William Sidney Porter himself. Explore the different perspectives on the case.

· Focus on the ethical dilemma: was it fair to convict him based solely on his flight?

C. "Prison Journal":
· Write a series of journal entries from William Sidney Porter's perspective during his time in prison. Focus on his daily life, his thoughts and feelings about his situation, and the development of his interest in writing.

· Focus on the contrast between his two prison jobs: the drug clerk and the secretary to the prison steward, and how his feelings might have changed.

4. "If I Were Him...":
· Ask students to reflect on the choices William Sidney Porter made. If they were in his situation, would they have done the same things? Why or why not? What other options might he have had?

· Have a class discussion about the concepts of justice, guilt, and redemption.

6. Marketing O. Henry:
· Imagine you are a publisher in New York after William Sidney Porter is released from prison and has written some stories. Create a marketing campaign to promote his work. This could include a book cover design, a promotional poster, a short "blurb" for the back of the book, etc.

VII Project activity

A.Watch the video

https://youtu.be/vwjKvaom2As?si=_m7G-ZYwUcND1OOM
B.Based on the video think of O. Henry “The Early Years" Comic Strip/Graphic Novel (Visual Storytelling):
· Create a comic strip or a short graphic novel depicting key events from William Sidney Porter's life before he became O. Henry. Focus on the events leading up to the embezzlement charge and his flight to Honduras. Focus on the emotional impact of these events, using visual cues and dialogue to convey his feelings.

Extra activities
· Research life in the late 19th century (Research/History/Cross-Curricular).
· Research what life was like in the United States (and Honduras) in the late 19th century. Focus on social conditions, economic opportunities, and the legal system. How did these factors influence William Sidney Porter's life and choices?
· Compare and contrast life in different parts of the United States at that time (e.g., North Carolina, Texas, New York).

Text 5
I Pre-reading activities 

A. Brainstorming “Leaders and their qualities”:
· Ask students to brainstorm qualities they think are important for a good leader. Write these qualities on the board. Examples: honesty, courage, intelligence, fairness, decisiveness, empathy.

· Discuss examples of historical or contemporary leaders who embody these qualities. This connects the abstract concept of leadership to concrete examples.

B. K-W-L Chart:
· Create a K-W-L chart on the board or on individual worksheets.

· K (know): what do students already know about George Washington?

· W (want to know): what do they want to know about him?

· L (learned): this section will be filled in after reading.

· Focus the "Want to Know" section by asking specific questions like: What was his role in the Revolutionary War? What was his life like before he became president?

C. Picture Prompt:
· Look at a picture of Mount Vernon and describe what they see and what they infer about the person who lived there. What kind of lifestyle might he have had?
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· Compare Mount Vernon to other types of homes or estates from the same time period. This provides context about social class and lifestyle.

D. Vocabulary preview :
· Study key vocabulary words from the text and discuss their meanings. Examples:

· Planter: a person who owns and manages a plantation.

· Surveyor: a person who measures and maps land.

· Inadequately: not good enough; insufficient.

· Unanimously: in complete agreement.

· Statesmanship: skill in conducting public affairs.

· Use visual aids or real-world examples to explain the meaning of the words. Have students create sentences using the new vocabulary.

E. Prediction “From planter to President”:
· Based on the first paragraph, ask students to predict what major events might happen in George Washington's life. How does someone go from being a planter and surveyor to becoming a national leader?

· Create a simple timeline of what they think will happen in his life. This encourages them to actively engage with the text.

II. Read the text. Say what the story is about. What is the main character famous for?  

After "The U.S.A. Customs and Institutions" by E. and M. Tiersky

George Washington, commonly called the father of his country, was born in 1732. The son of a wealthy Virginia planter, he was pri​vately educated and trained to be a surveyor. But as an officer in the French and Indian War, he became interested in military leadership.

In 1759, Washington married a rich widow named Martha Custis, who later became famous as a gracious hostess in the first presi​dent's home. After his marriage, he returned to his Virginia plantation, Mount Vemon, to live the life of a gentleman farmer. He also became involved in colonial opposition to British policies in America.

By 1775, relations with England had become so bad that the colonists were ready to fight for their independence. The Continental Congress named Washington commander-in-chief of the revolutionary army. His job was very difficult, since his army was small, poorly fed, and inadequately clothed. The men suffered greatly during terribly cold winters. While begging for more men and supplies, Washington had to fight the Revolutionary War with poorly equipped, untrained soldiers. He never asked for and never received any salary for the job he per​formed. In fact, he often spent his own money to buy clothing for his men and send aid to their families. Washington brought to the battle​field great military ability and a noble character.

Washington was the first man not a king whose birthday was publicly celebrated during his lifetime. Before the colonies declared their independence, celebrations honouring the birthdays of British rulers were customary. After the Declaration of Independence, the American people ignored royal birthdays and began instead to celebrate General Washington's birthday.

When the war ended in 1783, Washington eagerly returned to Mount Vernon. But his peaceful retirement was interrupted when he was unanimously chosen first president of the United States. He took office in 1789 and was reelected in 1792. In 1796 he refused a third term and retired from political life. He died two years later and was buried at Mount Vernon, which one million tourists visit every year. Shortly after his death, Washington was praised in these famous words: "First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen."

To many Americans, Washington symbolizes dignity, statesmans​hip, and, above all, honesty. The famous cherry tree story, which was invented by Washington's first biographer, has become a lesson in morals for all American schoolchildren. Because of this story, traditional des​serts on Washington's Birthday are cherry pie or a log-shaped cake decorated with cherries.

III Post-reading activities

A. Do a matching test based on the text about George Washington, with increasing difficulty:

	Column A

	Column B


	1. Year of birth

2. Pre-military profession

3. Wife's name

4. Name of his plantation

5. Role in the Revolutionary War

6. Year the Revolutionary War ended

7. First position in the new government

8. Year he became president
	A. Martha Custis 
B. 1732 
C. Commander-in-chief 
D. 1783 
E. Surveyor 
F. Mount Vernon 
G. 1789 
H. President




B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the text about George Washington:

1. What was George Washington's early profession before becoming involved in the military?
a) Lawyer b) Doctor c) Surveyor d) Merchant

2. What war sparked Washington's interest in military leadership?
a) The American Revolution b) The War of 1812 c) The French and Indian War d) The Civil War

3. Who did George Washington marry?
a) Abigail Adams b) Martha Custis c) Dolley Madison d) Elizabeth Schuyler

4. What was the name of Washington's plantation?
a) Monticello b) Arlington c) Mount Vernon d) Williamsburg

5. What role did Washington play in the American Revolution?
a) King of the colonies b) Secretary of State c) Commander-in-chief of the Continental Army d) Chief diplomat

6. What was a major challenge Washington faced during the Revolutionary War?
a) Lack of funding and supplies for his army b) Superior British naval power c) Internal conflicts within the Continental Congress d) All of the above

7. What significant honor was bestowed upon Washington during his lifetime?
a) He was crowned king of the colonies. b) His birthday was publicly celebrated. c) He was given a lifetime appointment to the Supreme Court. d) He was made a British Lord.

8. When did Washington become the first president of the United States?
a) 1776 b) 1783 c) 1789 d) 1792

9. How many terms did Washington serve as president?
a) One b) Two c) Three d) Four

10. What famous phrase is used to describe Washington's legacy?
a) "Give me liberty, or give me death!" b) "I have not yet begun to fight!" c) "First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen." d) "We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately."

11. What is a traditional dessert associated with Washington's Birthday?
a) Apple pie b) Cherry pie or a log-shaped cake decorated with cherries c) Pumpkin pie d) Chocolate cake

C. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank:

· 1732

· surveyor

· Martha Custis

· Mount Vernon

· commander-in-chief

· 1783

· president

· honesty

George Washington was born in _________________. He was trained to be a _________________. He married _________________. His plantation was called _________________. During the Revolutionary War, he was _________________. The war ended in _________________. He became the first _________________. He is known for his _________________.
D. Complete the sentences using the information from the text:
1. George Washington was born …

2. He was married to …

3. He lived the life of a gentleman farmer in …

4. The Continental Congress named Washington …

5. Washington had to fight the Revolutionary War …

6. After the Declaration of Independence …

7. After the war he returned to …

8. He was chosen …

9. Washington died in …

10. He was praised in these famous words…
IV Vocabulary tasks 
A. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

	Column A

	Column B


	1. planter

2. surveyor

3. gracious

4. opposition

5. inadequately

6. customary

7. unanimously

8. statesmanship

9. symbolizes

10. biographer
	a. Not sufficient; not good enough 
b. A person who owns or manages a plantation 
c. Skill in conducting state affairs 
d. In complete agreement 
e. Polite, kind, and pleasant 
f. A person who measures and maps land 
g. Represents or stands for something h. The act of resisting or disagreeing with something 
i. According to usual practice; habitual j. A person who writes a biography




B. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.

1. Washington was trained to be a _________________ before becoming involved in the military.

2. Martha Custis was known as a _________________ hostess.

3. The colonists expressed _________________ to British policies.

4. The soldiers were _________________ clothed and fed.

5. Washington was _________________ chosen as the first president.

6. Washington _________________ dignity and honesty to many Americans.

7. The cherry tree story was invented by Washington's first _________________.

C. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym :

1. wealthy (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

2. noble (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

3. eagerly (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

V Grammar 

A.Choose the correct verb form:
1. George Washington _________________ (be) born in 1732.
 a) is b) was c) has been d) will be

2. He _________________ (become) interested in military leadership during the French and Indian War. 
a) becomes b) became c) has become d) is becoming

3. After his marriage, he _________________ (return) to Mount Vernon. 
a) returns b) returned c) is returning d) has returned

4. The colonists _________________ (be) ready to fight for their independence by 1775. 
a) are b) were c) have been d) will be

5. He _________________ (refuse) a third term in 1796. 
a) refuses b) refused c) has refused d) is refusing

B.Choose the correct article or "X" for no article:
1. He was _________________ son of a wealthy Virginia planter. 
2. a) a       b) an  c) the    d) X

3. He became _________________ commander-in-chief of _________________ revolutionary army. 
a) a/a     b) the/a    c) a/the    d) the/the

C.Choose the correct preposition:
1. He was trained _________________ be a surveyor. 
a) for     b) to        c) as         d) by

2. He returned _________________ Mount Vernon. 
a) to       b) at         c) in       d) on

3. He took office _________________ 1789. 
a) in       b) on        c) at       d) during

D.Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
Martha Custis became famous. She was a gracious hostess in the first president's home. 

a) Martha Custis, who became famous, was a gracious hostess in the first president’s home. 
b) Martha Custis, which became famous, was a gracious hostess in the first president’s home. 
c) Martha Custis, that became famous, was a gracious hostess in the first president’s home. 
d) Martha Custis became famous who was a gracious hostess in the first president’s home.

E. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. He returned to Mount Vernon, _________________ his retirement was interrupted. 
a) and    b) but    c) so   d) because

VI Creative tasks
A.Based on the text about George Washington write in imaginative and analytical ways:

1. "A Day in the Life":
· Choose a specific period in Washington's life (e.g., as a surveyor, during the French and Indian War, at Mount Vernon after his marriage, during the Revolutionary War, as president). Write a "day in the life" story from his perspective, detailing his activities, thoughts, and feelings.

·  Write two "day in the life" entries from contrasting periods of his life to highlight the changes and challenges he faced.

B. “The General's Dilemma”:
· Create a short play or skit depicting a difficult situation Washington faced during the Revolutionary War (e.g., lack of supplies, low morale among the troops, a strategic decision).  
· Focus on a specific historical event, like the winter at Valley Forge, and have students research the challenges faced during that time.

C. "Letter to the Future":
· Imagine Washington is writing a letter to future generations of Americans. What would he say about his experiences, his hopes for the country, and the values he considers important?

· Write a response to Washington's letter from a modern perspective, reflecting on how his vision of America has been realized or changed.
D."If Washington Were Alive Today..." :
· Imagine George Washington is transported to the present day. How would he react to modern America? What challenges would he face? What advice would he give to current leaders?

· Write a short story or a newspaper article about Washington's experiences in the 21st century.

VII Project activities

A. Design a monument:
· Design a monument or memorial to honor George Washington. Consider what aspects of his life and character you want to emphasize. Create a sketch or model of your design and write a short explanation of its symbolism.

·  Research existing monuments and memorials and analyze their design and symbolism.

B. Research project “Life in Colonial America/18th Century”:
· Research daily life in colonial America or during the 18th century. What were the social customs, economic conditions, and political climate of the time? How did these factors influence Washington's life and choices?

· Compare and contrast life in colonial America with life in England during the same period.

Extra activity

"The Cherry Tree Trial":
· Stage a mock trial based on the cherry tree story. Act as the prosecutor, the defense attorney, witnesses, and the jury. Explore the evidence (or lack thereof) and debate whether Washington is telling the truth. This activity encourages critical thinking about historical narratives and the nature of evidence.

Text 6.

I Pre-reading activities

A. Decipher the title of the text

20 8 5 14 5 13 5 1 14 12 9 15 14

What is it? Share your ideas.

B. Brainstorming:
· Brainstorm different types of mysteries (e.g., murder mysteries, thefts, disappearances, locked-room mysteries). Discuss what elements are typically found in each type.

· Categorize the mysteries by the seriousness of the crime (e.g., petty theft vs. murder). This helps students anticipate the tone of the story.

C. Discussion task: 

· Discuss the idea that small details can be important clues in solving mysteries. Ask students to share examples from stories they have read or seen where a seemingly insignificant detail turned out to be crucial.

· Play a quick observation game where students have to memorize a picture or object and then answer questions about small details.

· Based on the description of Miss Lemon as "a woman without imagination, but she had an instinct," what kind of person do students imagine her to be? What role do they think she plays in Poirot's work?

· Discuss the importance of supporting characters in mystery stories.

D. Vocabulary Preview:
·  Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in the context of a mystery.

· Reproach: To express disapproval or disappointment.

· Efficient: Working in a well-organized and competent way.

· Kidnapping: The unlawful seizure and detention of a person.

· Supremely: To a very great degree.

· Use the new vocabulary in your own sentences related to mysteries or investigations.

E. Prediction task  “A Pekinese Dog Case”:
The text reveals that the case involves a missing Pekinese dog. Answer the questions:

· What kind of person might hire a famous detective to find their dog?

· What are some possible reasons why the dog might have disappeared?

· Do you think this will be a serious case or a lighthearted one?

Write a short paragraph predicting what the "one small detail" that makes the case unusual might be.

II Looking at the title of the text say what you think it’s about. Read the text.

After "The Nemean Lion" by A. Christie

"Anything of interest this morning, Miss Lemon?" he asked as he entered the room the following morning.

He trusted Miss Lemon. She was a woman without imagination, but she had an instinct. Anything that she mentioned as worth consid​eration was worth consideration. She was a born secretary.

"Nothing much, Mr. Poirot. There is just one letter that I thought might interest you. I have put it on the top of the pile." "And what is that?" he took an interested step forward. "It's from a man who wants you to investigate the disappearance of his wife's Pekinese dog."

Poirot paused with his foot in the air. He threw a glance of deep reproach at Miss Lemon. She did not notice it. She had begun to type. She typed with the speed and precision of a quick-firing tank.

Poirot was shaken; shaken and disappointed. Miss Lemon, the efficient Miss Lemon, had let him down! A Pekinese dog. A Pekinese dog! And after the dream he had had last night. He had been leaving Buckingham Palace after being personally thanked when his valet had come in with his morning chocolate!

With disgust he picked up the topmost letter from a little pile on the side of the desk.

Yes, it was exactly as Miss Lemon had said. A city address... The subject - the kidnapping of a Pekinese dog. One of those bulging-eyed pets of a rich woman. Nothing unusual about it. Nothing out of the way or- but yes, yes, in one small detail. Miss Lemon was right. In one small detail there was something unusual.

Hercule Poirot sat down. He read the letter slowly and carefully. It was not the kind of case he wanted, it was not the kind of case he had promised himself. It was not in any sense an important case, it was supremely unimportant. But unfortunately he was curious....

He raised his voice so as to be heard by Miss Lemon above the noise of her typing.

"Ring up this Sir Joseph Hoggin," he ordered, "and make an appointment for me to see him at his office as he suggests."

to let down - to underestimate, undervalue

III Post-reading activities 
A.Do a matching test based on the text:

	Column A

	Column B


	1. Miss Lemon's key characteristic (positive)

2. The subject of the letter

3. Poirot's dream

4. Poirot's initial reaction to the case

5. What made the case slightly unusual

6. Poirot's final action
	A. The kidnapping of a Pekinese dog B. Making an appointment with Sir Joseph Hoggin 
C. Leaving Buckingham Palace after being thanked 
D. Disappointment and being shaken E. She has an instinct 
F. One small detail in the letter




B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:

1. What is Miss Lemon's key characteristic, according to Poirot?
a) She is imaginative. b) She is disorganized. c) She has an instinct. d) She is talkative.

2. What did Miss Lemon present to Poirot?
a) A telegram b) A phone message c) A letter d) A newspaper article

3. What was the subject of the letter?
a) A murder b) A robbery c) The disappearance of a Pekinese dog d) A political conspiracy

4. What was Poirot doing when he first heard about the case?
a) Reading a newspaper b) Giving instructions to Miss Lemon c) Entering the room d) Drinking his morning chocolate

5. How did Poirot initially react to the case?
a) He was excited. b) He was indifferent. c) He was disgusted and disappointed. d) He was amused.

6. What dream had Poirot had the previous night?
a) He had solved a complex murder case. b) He had been thanked at Buckingham Palace. c) He had received a large sum of money. d) He had gone on a luxurious vacation.

7. What detail made the case slightly unusual?
a) The dog was very valuable. b) The letter was written in code. c) There was one small detail in the letter. d) The dog had a history of running away.

8. What word best describes Poirot's initial opinion of the case's importance?
a) Supremely important b) Very important c) Important d) Supremely unimportant

9. What motivated Poirot to ultimately take the case?
a) The large sum of money offered. b) His boredom. c) His curiosity. d) Miss Lemon's insistence.

10. What did Poirot ask Miss Lemon to do at the end of the passage?
a) File the letter. b) Call the police. c) Ring up Sir Joseph Hoggin. d) Prepare his travel arrangements.

C. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank.

· Miss Lemon

· Pekinese dog

· Buckingham Palace

· disgust

· unusual

· Sir Joseph Hoggin

Poirot trusted _________________. The letter was about the disappearance of a _________________. Poirot had dreamt of leaving _________________. He picked up the letter with _________________. There was something _________________ in one small detail. Poirot ordered Miss Lemon to ring up _________________.

D.Complete the sentences using the information from the text:

1. Mr. Poirot trusted  …

2. She was …

3. He threw a glance of …

4. He had been leaving …

5. He was shaken …

6. The subject was …

7. It wasn’t the kind of case …

8. But unfortunately he was …

9. He ordered …

10.With disgust he picked up …
E. Supply the synonyms to the highlighted words and word-combinations. Make up your own sentences using them.

IV Vocabulary tasks

A.Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B:

	Column A

	Column B


	1. instinct

2. consideration

3. reproach

4. precision

5. efficient

6. disgust

7. valet

8. kidnapping

9. unusual
10. supremely
	a. A feeling of strong disapproval or dislike 
b. The unlawful seizure and detention of a person
c. Acting or working quickly and effectively 
d. Perfect accuracy or exactness
 e. A natural or innate tendency or behavior 
f. To express disapproval or disappointment 
g. To a very great degree; extremely 
h. Something that is thought about carefully i. Not common or ordinary 
j. A personal attendant


B.Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text

1. Miss Lemon had an ________________ for important matters.

2. Poirot threw a glance of ________________ at Miss Lemon.

3. She typed with speed and ________________ like a tank.

4. Poirot felt ________________ at the nature of the case.

5. The letter concerned the ________________ of a dog.

6. There was something ________________ about the case.

7. The case was ________________ unimportant.

C. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym:

1. efficient (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

2. disgust (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

3. unusual (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

V Grammar 

A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. "Anything of interest this morning, Miss Lemon?" he _________________ (ask) as he entered the room. a) asks b) asked c) is asking d) has asked

2. She _________________ (type) with the speed and precision of a quick-firing tank. a) types b) typed c) is typing d) has typed

3. He _________________ (be) leaving Buckingham Palace in his dream. a) is b) was c) has been d) will be

4. He _________________ (pick) up the letter with disgust. a) picks b) picked c) is picking d) has picked

5. He _________________ (read) the letter slowly and carefully. a) reads b) read c) is reading d) has read

B. Choose the correct article or "X" for no article
1. There is just _________________ one letter. 
a) a       b) an      c) the      d) X

2. He had been leaving _________________ Buckingham Palace. 
a) a       b) an       c) the     d) X

3. He picked up _________________ topmost letter. 
a) a       b) an       c) the     d) X

C. Choose the correct pronoun:
1. He threw a glance of deep reproach at Miss Lemon. She did not notice _________________. 
2. a) him    b) her     c) it       d) them
D.Choose the correct conjunction:
1. She was a woman without imagination, _________________ she had an instinct. 
a) and     b) but     c) or      d) so

2. It was not the kind of case he wanted, it was not the kind of case he had promised _________________. 
a) himself   b) itself    c) themselves     d) herselves

E. Choose the correctly structured sentence:
1. Which sentence is grammatically correct? 
a) "Ring up this Sir Joseph Hoggin," he ordered to Miss Lemon. 
b) "Ring up this Sir Joseph Hoggin," he ordered Miss Lemon. 
c) "Ring up this Sir Joseph Hoggin," he ordered by Miss Lemon.
d) "Ring up this Sir Joseph Hoggin," he ordered for Miss Lemon.

VI. Creative tasks 

A. Creative writing Miss Lemon's perspective:
· Write a short piece from Miss Lemon's perspective, describing her thoughts and feelings about Poirot, her work, and the Pekinese dog case. Does she understand Poirot's disappointment? Does she think the case is as trivial as he does?

· Students could write a diary entry, an internal monologue, or a conversation with another character.

B. The "Unusual detail":

· The text mentions "one small detail" that makes the case unusual. Brainstorm a list of possible details that could make a seemingly simple dog kidnapping more interesting or complex.

· Choose one of their details and write a short story or scene that expands on it. This encourages creative problem-solving and deductive reasoning.

C. The letter from Sir Joseph Hoggin:
· Write the letter that Sir Joseph Hoggin sent to Poirot. Consider his tone, his concerns, and the information he provides about the missing dog. This helps students understand the context of the case and develop their writing skills in a specific voice.

D. A Dialogue between Poirot and his valet :
· Write and perform a short dialogue between Poirot and his valet after Poirot wakes up from his Buckingham Palace dream. The valet could comment on Poirot's mood or the contrast between the dream and the reality of his work. This allows for exploration of character dynamics and humorous interpretation.

E. Modern adaptation:
· Adapt the scenario to a modern setting. How would the case be different in the 21st century? What technology would be involved? What kind of pet might be involved instead of a Pekinese dog?

· Students could create a social media post, a text message exchange, or a short video clip related to the modern adaptation.

7. "What Happens Next?":
Based on the ending of the text, predict what will happen next in the story. What will Poirot find when he meets with Sir Joseph Hoggin? What clues will he uncover?

· Write the next scene or chapter of the story, continuing the narrative.

VII.  Project activity

The Dream vs. Reality:
· Create a collage or storyboard that visually represents the contrast between Poirot's dream of leaving Buckingham Palace and the reality of the Pekinese dog case. Use images, colors, and symbols to convey the difference in scale and importance.

· Use digital tools or traditional art supplies. You can also include captions or short descriptions to explain their choices.

Extra activities

Read a simulated interview with the use of AI, drawing upon A. C. Doyle’s biography, writings, and known views.

Interviewer: Sir Arthur, thank you for taking the time to speak with me today.

A.C. Doyle: It's my pleasure. Though I must confess, I find these modern contraptions of yours quite fascinating.

Interviewer: You’re best known for creating Sherlock Holmes. What inspired such a unique character?

A.C. Doyle: Several factors, really. I was working as a physician at the time, and my medical training instilled in me a deep appreciation for observation and deduction. My former university lecturer, Dr. Joseph Bell, was a master of observation; he could deduce a patient's occupation and habits simply by looking at them. He was a great inspiration. And of course, I was a keen reader of Edgar Allan Poe's detective stories, particularly those featuring C. Auguste Dupin.

Interviewer: Holmes's methods are quite scientific. Did your medical background influence that?

A.C. Doyle: Absolutely. Holmes's approach is rooted in logic and empirical observation, much like the scientific method. He gathers evidence, forms hypotheses, and tests them through deduction. It's a process I was very familiar with from my medical studies.

Interviewer: Holmes and Watson have such a fascinating dynamic. Why did you choose to create a companion for Holmes?

A.C. Doyle: I felt it was essential to have a narrator, someone through whose eyes the reader could experience Holmes's brilliance. Watson is the everyman, the reader's representative. He's intelligent but not exceptionally so, allowing Holmes's genius to truly shine. Plus, the contrast between their personalities creates a compelling dynamic.

Interviewer: You wrote many other works besides the Sherlock Holmes stories, including historical novels and science fiction. Did you find it difficult to shift between genres?

A.C. Doyle: Not particularly. I enjoyed exploring different themes and styles. I considered my historical novels, like The White Company, to be my best work, though the public's fascination with Holmes always overshadowed them. I also had a deep interest in spiritualism, which influenced some of my later writings.

Interviewer: Speaking of spiritualism, this was a significant part of your later life. Can you elaborate on that?

A.C. Doyle: I became convinced of the reality of psychic phenomena and the possibility of communicating with the spirits of the deceased. The loss of my son Kingsley during the First World War deeply affected me, and spiritualism offered solace and a sense of connection to the afterlife.

Interviewer: Some people found your views on spiritualism controversial. Did that bother you?

A.C. Doyle: One must follow one's convictions, regardless of public opinion. I felt it was important to share my beliefs, even if they were met with skepticism or ridicule.

Interviewer: If you could give one piece of advice to aspiring writers, what would it be?

A.C. Doyle: Write what you know, but don't be afraid to explore new territories. Read widely, observe keenly, and strive for clarity and precision in your prose. And most importantly, write with passion.

Interviewer: Sir Arthur, thank you for your insightful answers.

A.C. Doyle: You are most welcome.

Based on the simulated interview sum up key aspects of A.C. Doyle’s life and work. Think of questions you would like to ask and make a list of them.

Text 7
I Pre-reading activities 

1. Brainstorming “Long-distance relationships:
· Discuss the challenges and rewards of long-distance relationships and/or moving to a new country. What are some things people might miss about their home? What are some exciting aspects of living somewhere new?

· Consider the differences between living in a small town/village and a big city, or between different climates/cultures. This helps them understand the potential culture shock Doris might experience.

2. Map activity “Malaysia and England”:
· Locate Malaysia and England on a world map. Discuss the geographical distance between the two countries. Briefly discuss some general facts about Malaysia (climate, culture, etc.). This provides a visual and contextual understanding of the setting.

· If you have online access, show pictures of Malaysian landscapes and culture .

3. Character speculation “Doris and Guy”:
· Based on the first paragraph, what kind of people do students imagine Doris and Guy to be? What are their motivations? What kind of relationship do they have?

· Discuss the potential power dynamics in their relationship, considering the time period and the fact that Guy is in a position of authority (in charge of an outstation).

4. Vocabulary Preview:
Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context.

· Leave (military): permission to be absent from duty.

· Devoted: very loving or loyal.

· Outstation: a remote or isolated military post or government station.

· Dialect: a regional variety of a language.

· Bolt (a door): to fasten a door with a bolt.

· Use the new vocabulary in your own sentences related to travel, relationships, or authority.

5. Prediction “The Exclamation and the whispers”. The text ends with Guy uttering an exclamation and then speaking with someone in a whisper. Answer the questions:

· What do you think Guy might have seen or heard to make him exclaim?

· Why are people whispering to him instead of speaking normally?

· Why does he tell someone to "get out" and bolt the door?

Write a short paragraph predicting what will happen next in the story. This encourages them to actively engage with the text and build anticipation.

6. Discussion “Arranged Marriages vs. Love Marriages”:
· Briefly discuss the concept of arranged marriages versus marriages based on love/choice. While this text doesn't explicitly mention an arranged marriage, it does highlight a quick courtship and a significant life change, which can lead to a discussion of different cultural norms around marriage. Be sensitive to students' cultural backgrounds.

· Focus on the idea of making important life decisions quickly or after a short period of time.

II Look at the title of the text. What do you think it’s about. Read the text.
Force of Circumstance" by W. S. Maugham

She had met him at a small place by the seaside where she was spending a month's holiday with her mother. Doris was a secretary to a member of parliament. Guy was home on leave. They were staying at the same hotel, and he quickly told her all about himself. He was born in Sembulu1 where his father had served for thirty years, and on leav​ing school he had entered the same service. He was devoted to Malay​sia.

"After all, England's a foreign land to me," he told her. "My home's Sembulu."

And now it was her home too. He asked her to marry him at the end of the month's holiday. She had known he was going to, and had decided to refuse him. She was her widowed mother's only child and she could not go so far away from her, but when the moment came she did not quite know what happened to her, she was carried off her feet by an unexpected emotion, and she accepted him. They had been set​tled now for four months in the little outstation of which he was in charge. She was very happy.

She told him once that she had quite made up her mind to refuse him.

"Are you sorry you didn't?" he asked, with a merry smile in his twinkling blue eyes.

"I should have been a perfect fool if I had. What a bit of luck that fate or chance or whatever it was stepped in and took the matter entirely out of my hands!"

Now she heard Guy going down the steps to the bathroom. He was a noisy fellow. But he uttered an exclamation. He said two or three words in the local dialect and she could not understand. Then she heard someone speaking to him, not aloud, but in a whisper. Really it was too bad of people to talk to him when he was going to have his bath. Now she heard another voice: it was a woman's. And she heard him say: get out. That at all events she understood, and then she heard him bolt the door.

Sembulu - the town in Malaysia

an outstation - a station, a post remote from a central location

III Post-reading activities

A.Do a matching test based on the provided text:

	Column A

	Column B


	1. Where Doris met Guy

2. Doris's occupation

3. Guy's birthplace

4. Length of their courtship

5. Where they lived after marriage

6. What Guy said in the bathroom

7. What Guy told someone to do

8. What Guy did to the bathroom door


	A. A month 
B. Sembulu 
C. A seaside place
D. An outstation 
E. Get out 
F. Bolted it 
G. Secretary to a member of parliament 
H. Words in the local dialect




B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:

1. Where did Doris and Guy meet?
a) In Sembulu b) In London c) At a seaside resort d) At a political meeting

2. What was Doris's occupation?
a) A teacher b) A nurse c) A secretary to a member of parliament d) A hotel manager

3. Where was Guy born?
a) England b) Sembulu c) Malaysia d) Virginia

4. How long was Doris's holiday when she met Guy?
a) A week b) Two weeks c) A month d) Two months

5. What was Doris's initial decision regarding Guy's proposal?
a) To accept immediately b) To ask for more time to consider c) To refuse him d) To consult her mother

6. What changed Doris's mind about Guy's proposal?
a) Her mother's encouragement b) Guy's wealth c) An unexpected emotion d) The beautiful scenery

7. Where were Doris and Guy living four months after their marriage?
a) In England b) In Sembulu c) In an outstation d) In a large city

8. What did Doris overhear Guy say in the bathroom?
a) A marriage proposal b) An exclamation and words in a local dialect c) A declaration of love d) A complaint about the hotel

9. Besides Guy’s voice, whose voices did Doris hear?
a) Her mother’s and a man’s b) Two men’s c) A man’s and a woman’s d) Two women’s

10. What did Guy do after telling someone to "get out"?
a) He opened the door. b) He called for help. c) He bolted the door. d) He started shouting.

C.Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank.

· seaside

· Sembulu

· month

· refuse

· outstation

· exclamation

· whisper

· bolt

Doris met Guy at a ________________ place. Guy was born in ________________. They courted for a ________________. Doris initially planned to ________________ him. They lived in an ________________ after marrying. Guy uttered an ________________ in the bathroom. She then heard a ________________. Finally, he used the ________________ on the door.

IV Vocabulary tasks 

A. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

Column A (Words)
	Column A
	Column B

	1. devoted

2. leave (military)

3. outstation

4. widowed

5. emotion

6. fate

7. chance

8. utter

9. exclamation

10. dialect
	a. A strong feeling such as love, hate, or fear 
b. A regional variety of a language 
c. A remote or isolated military post or government station 
d. Permission to be absent from duty e. To speak or pronounce
f. A sudden cry or remark, expressing surprise, pain, or pleasure 
g. A person whose spouse has died 
h. Very loving or loyal 
i. The development of events beyond a person's control, regarded as predetermined by a supernatural power
j. The occurrence and development of events in the absence of any obvious design


B. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.

1. Guy was ________________ to Malaysia.

2. Doris was a ________________ to a member of parliament.

3. Guy was home on ________________.

4. Doris's mother was ________________.

5. Doris was carried off her feet by an unexpected ________________.

6. Guy uttered an ________________ in the bathroom.

7. He spoke in the local ________________

C. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym :

1. merry (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

2. noisy (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

3. understand (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

D.Write a sentence using each of the following words:

1. devoted

2. outstation

3. exclamation

4. dialect

V Grammar tasks 

A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. She _________________ (meet) him at a small place by the seaside. 
a) meets b) met c) had met d) is meeting

2. He _________________ (be) born in Sembulu. 
a) is b) was c) has been d) will be

3. She _________________ (decide) to refuse him. 
a) decides b) decided c) had decided d) is deciding

4. They _________________ (be) settled for four months. 
a) are b) were c) have been d) will be

5. She _________________ (hear) Guy going down the steps. 
a) hears b) heard c) is hearing d) has heard

B. Choose the correct pronoun:
1. He quickly told _________________ all about himself. 
a) she    b) her    c) hers    d) herself

2. She was her widowed mother's only child and she could not go so far away from _________________. 
a) her     b) herself     c) him    d) his

3. He asked _________________ to marry him. 
a) she     b) her          c) hers    d) herself

C. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. She was her widowed mother's only child ________________ she could not go so far away from her. 
a) so      b) but      c) or     d) and

2. He uttered an exclamation ________________ said two or three words. 
a) so       b) but     c) and    d) because

D. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
She met him at a place by the seaside. She was spending her holiday there.
 a) She met him at a place by the seaside where she was spending her holiday.
 b) She met him at a place by the seaside which she was spending her holiday. 
c) She met him at a place by the seaside who she was spending her holiday. 
d) She met him at a place by the seaside when she was spending her holiday.
E. Rewrite the sentence in reported speech:
Guy said, "England's a foreign land to me." 
a) Guy said that England is a foreign land to him. 
b) Guy said that England was a foreign land to him. 
c) Guy says that England is a foreign land to him. 
d) Guy will say that England is a foreign land to him.

F. Mark the following statements T ( true ) or F ( false ). Correct the false ones.

a) He had met her at a small place by the seaside.

b) Doris was on holiday with her mother.

c) The guy was born in Sembulu.

d) He was going to marry her and live in England.

e) She decided to refuse as she was her widowed mother only child.

f) She refused him at last.

g) She was very happy.

G. Tick the reasons that made  Doris hesitate in accepting the guy’s proposal:

she didn’t love him;

Doris didn’t want to live in Malaysia;

Sembulu wasn’t her home;

She had to go to England;

She was her mother’s only child.
VI Creative task
A. Creative Writing "A home letter":
Imagine you are Doris. Write a letter to your mother back in England, either:

· Shortly after meeting Guy, describing him and your feelings.

· After accepting his proposal, explaining your change of heart.

· After the incident in the bathroom, expressing your worries or confusion.

Write two letters, one before and one after the proposal, showing the shift in Doris's thinking.

B. "The Conversation in the Bathroom":
· Write the dialogue that took place in the bathroom. What did Guy exclaim about? What did the other person (or people) whisper to him? What was the woman's role in the conversation? This encourages students to think about the plot's potential conflict.

· Perform the scene as a short play, focusing on tone and delivery to convey the tension and mystery.

C. "Doris's diary entry":
Write a diary entry from Doris's perspective, focusing on her inner thoughts and feelings about:

· Her initial reluctance to marry Guy and move away from her mother.

· The "unexpected emotion" that led her to accept his proposal.

· The strange events she overheard in the bathroom.

Write two diary entries, one before the proposal and one after the bathroom incident, to highlight the change in her emotional state.

D. "What Happens Next?" :
· Continue the story, focusing on what happens after Guy bolts the bathroom door. What does he do? Does Doris confront him? What is the explanation for the whispered conversation and the woman's presence? This encourages creative writing and plot development.

· Write different possible endings, exploring various outcomes and resolutions.

VII Project activity "Postcard from Sembulu"

· Create a postcard from Sembulu. One side should have a drawing or image representing the location (based on inferences from the text – a small outstation, presumably in a tropical setting). The other side should have a short message from Doris describing her life there and hinting at the events in the bathroom.

· Research what life in a British outstation in Malaysia might have been like during that period and incorporate those details into the postcard.

Extra activity

 "Guy's Backstory":
· Write a short backstory for Guy, exploring his life in Sembulu, his relationship with his father, and his reasons for joining the service. This helps students understand his motivations and his connection to Malaysia.

· Focus on a specific aspect of his backstory that might connect to the events in the bathroom, adding another layer to the mystery.

Text 8
I Pre-reading activities

A. Decipher the suggested anagram:

“Angster Oystr”

What are your ideas referring to the title of the text?

B. Watch and listen to the information presented in the video:

https://youtu.be/hjdsG-1q81Y?si=JhMnbkjkRJcUPcJP
C. Brainstorming “Disappearances and mysteries”: 
· Brainstorm reasons why people disappear. Discuss different types of disappearances (voluntary, involuntary, mysterious, etc.). What feelings might family members experience when someone disappears?

· Discuss how disappearances are often used in stories to create mystery and suspense.

D. Focus on geography and context:
· Locating Austin, Texas on a map briefly discuss what students know about Texas (climate, culture, etc.). This provides a geographical context for the story.

·  If possible, show pictures of Austin from the time period the story might be set in (inferred by mention of streetcars). This adds visual context.

E. Character speculation “The Smothers Family”:
· Based on the first few paragraphs, what kind of family do students imagine the Smothers family to be? What are their relationships like? How might the father's disappearance affect the mother and daughter?

· Discuss the impact of loss and how people cope with grief and uncertainty.

F. Vocabulary Preview :
· Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:

· Colic: severe abdominal pain in babies.

· Grieved: felt deep sorrow.

· Remarkable coincidence: an unlikely and surprising occurrence of related events.

· Stooped and bent: having a hunched posture.

· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to family, illness, or coincidences.

G.What Happened to John Smothers? 
· Before reading the ending, ask students to predict what might have happened to John Smothers. Where did he go? Why didn't he come back?

· Write down their predictions. After reading the ending, they can compare their predictions to the actual outcome.

II Read the text. What is strange in this story?

After "A Strange Story" by O. Henry

In the northern part of Austin there once lived an honest family by the name of Smothers. The family consisted of John Smothers, his wife, and their little daughter.

One night after supper the little daughter was seized with a se​vere colic, and John Smothers hurried downtown1 to get some medi​cine. He never came back.

The little girl recovered and in time grew up to womanhood. The mother grieved very much over her husband's disappearance and it was nearly three months before she married again and moved to San Antonio.

The little girl also married in time, and after a few years she also had a little girl five years of age.

She still lived in the same house where they lived when her fa​ther had left home and never returned.

One night by a remarkable coincidence her little girl was taken with colic on the anniversary of the disappearance of John Smothers, who would now have been her grandfather if he had been alive and had a steady job.

"I will go downtown and get some medicine for her," said John Smith (for it was none other than he whom she had married).

"No, no dear John," cried his wife. "You, too, might disappear forever, and then forget to come back."

So John Smith did not go, and together they sat by the bedside of little Pansy (for that was Pansy's name).

After a little, Pansy seemed to grow worse, and John Smith again attempted to go for medicine, but his wife would not let him.

Suddenly the door opened, and an old man, stooped and bent, with long white hair, entered the room.

"Hello, here is grandpa," said Pansy, for she had recognized him before any of the others.

The old man drew a bottle of medicine from his pocket and gave Pansy a spoonful.

She got well immediately. "I was a little late," said John Smoth​ers, "as I waited for a street-car."

downtown - center of a city

a street-car - a tram

III Post-reading activities

A. Do a matching test based on the provided text:

	Column A
	Column B

	1. Family name

2. City where they lived

3. Reason John Smothers left home

4. Where the mother moved after remarrying

5. The granddaughter's name

6. What John Smith wanted to do

7. Who suddenly entered the room

8. How John Smothers explained his absence
	A. Austin 

B. To get medicine 

C. San Antonio 

D. Smothers 

E. An old man 

F. Pansy 

G. He waited for a streetcar 

H. Get medicine downtown




B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:

1. What was the family's last name?
a) Smith b) Johnson c) Smothers d) Williams

2. What caused John Smothers to leave home initially?
a) A fight with his wife b) His daughter's illness c) A job opportunity downtown d) A desire to travel

3. How long did it take for the mother to remarry after her husband's disappearance?
a) One month b) Two months c) Three months d) Six months

4. Where did the mother move after remarrying?
a) Dallas b) Houston c) San Antonio d) Fort Worth

5. How old was the granddaughter when she got sick?
a) Three b) Four c) Five d) Six

6. What was the granddaughter's name?
a) Mary b) Susan c) Pansy d) Elizabeth

7. What did John Smith, the husband, initially want to do when Pansy got sick?
a) Call a doctor b) Take her to the hospital c) Go downtown for medicine d) Stay home and care for her

8. Why did John Smith's wife object to his plan?
a) She didn't trust him. b) She was afraid he would disappear like her first husband. c) She thought the illness was not serious. d) She wanted to try home remedies first.

9. Who suddenly appeared at the door?
a) A doctor b) A neighbor c) An old man d) The police

10. How did the old man help Pansy?
a) He called a doctor. b) He told them a story. c) He gave her medicine. d) He took her to the hospital.

11. What explanation did the old man give for being late?
a) He got lost. b) He missed the bus. c) He waited for a streetcar. d) He had to walk a long distance.

C. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank.

· Austin

· medicine

· San Antonio

· anniversary

· Pansy

· old man

· street-car

The Smothers family lived in ________________. John Smothers left to get ________________ and never returned. His wife remarried an_______ of his disappearance. An ________________ suddenly appeared with medicine. He explained his lateness by saying he waited for a ________________.

IV Vocabulary:

A. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B:

	Column A
	Column B

	1. honest

2. seized

3. severe

4. colic

5. grieved

6. disappearance

7. coincidence

8. stooped

9. bent

10. immediately


	a. Very bad or serious 

b. Straightforward and truthful 

c. Felt deep sorrow or sadness 

d. A surprising and unlikely occurrence of related events 

e. A sudden attack of illness 

f. Not upright; hunched over 

g. The state or fact of ceasing to be visible 

h. At once; without delay 

i. Curved or angled 

j. Took hold of suddenly




B. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text:

1. The Smothers family was described as ________________.

2. The little daughter was ________________ with a severe colic.

3. The mother ________________ over her husband's disappearance.

4. It was a remarkable ________________ that Pansy got sick on the anniversary.

5. The old man was ________________ and bent.

6. Pansy got well ________________ after taking the medicine.

C. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym:

1. severe (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

2. recovered (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

3. suddenly (synonym: _________________; antonym: _________________)

D. Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:

1. disappearance

2. anniversary

3. attempted

4. recognized

Example Answers:
1. The disappearance of her father haunted her throughout her childhood.

2. They marked the anniversary of his disappearance with a quiet remembrance.

3. He attempted to leave for the store again, but his wife stopped him.

4. Pansy recognized her grandfather instantly, even though he was much older.
V Grammar 

A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. There once ________________ (live) an honest family. a) lives b) lived c) is living d) has lived

2. John Smothers ________________ (hurry) downtown. a) hurries b) hurried c) is hurrying d) has hurried

3. The little girl ________________ (recover) and grew up. a) recovers b) recovered c) is recovering d) has recovered

4. She still ________________ (live) in the same house. a) lives b) lived c) is living d) has lived

5. Suddenly the door ________________ (open). a) opens b) opened c) is opening d) has opened

B. Choose the correct pronoun:
1. He quickly told ________________ all about himself. (Implied: told his wife) a) she b) her c) hers d) herself

2. She had recognized ________________ before any of the others. (Pansy recognizing her grandfather) a) him b) her c) it d) them

C. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. She was her widowed mother's only child ________________ she could not go so far away. a) so b) but c) or d) and

2. Pansy seemed to grow worse, ________________ John Smith attempted to go again. a) so b) but c) and d) because

D. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
She still lived in the same house. They lived there when her father left. 

a) She still lived in the same house where they lived when her father left. 

b) She still lived in the same house which they lived when her father left. 

c) She still lived in the same house who they lived when her father left. 

d) She still lived in the same house that they lived when her father left.

E. Rewrite the sentence in reported speech:
"I will go downtown and get some medicine," said John Smith. 

a) John Smith said that he will go downtown and get some medicine. 

b) John Smith said that he would go downtown and get some medicine. 

c) John Smith says that he would go downtown and get some medicine.

 d) John Smith will say that he would go downtown and get some medicine.

F. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
One night by a remarkable coincidence…

What part of speech is "remarkable"?

 a) Noun    b) Verb    c) Adjective    d) Adverb

G. Answer the following questions:
1. Where did the Smothers live?

2. The Smothers had the only child, didn’t they?

3. What happened to their daughter one night?

4. What did John Smothers go for?

5. Did the girl recover? 

6. The little girl married in time, didn’t she?

7. What was her husband’s name?

8. Who was taken with colic on the anniversary of John Smothers’ disappearance?

9. Did John Smith go down town? 

10. Who brought a bottle of medicine: John Smith or John Smothers?
I.Tick 4 strange things that happened to the Smothers‘  daughter:
a) she was born in the family by the name of Smothers;

b) she was seized with a severe colic one night;

c) the little girl recovered;

d) John Smothers hurried down town to get some medicine and he never came back;

e) Her daughter was taken with colic on the anniversary of her father’s disappearance.

f) Her husband name was John too;

g) She had never seen her father;

h) After a long time her father brought medicine for her daughter.
VI Creative tasks

A. "A conversation across time"
· Write a conversation between the daughter (as an adult) and her father (John Smothers) after he reappears. What questions would she ask him? How would he explain his absence? What emotions would they both be experiencing?

· Perform the conversation as a short play, focusing on conveying the emotional weight of the reunion.

B. "The wife's journal entry”
· Write a journal entry from the wife's perspective:

· Shortly after John Smothers disappeared, expressing her grief and confusion.

· On the night Pansy gets sick, revealing her fears and anxieties.

· After John Smothers reappears, describing her relief, shock, and any lingering questions.

· Write a journal entry from the mother after she decides to remarry. How does she justify this decision to herself?

C. "Explaining the Coincidence"
· The story hinges on a "remarkable coincidence." Brainstorm other possible explanations for John Smothers's long absence. Write a short story or scene based on one of these alternative explanations.

· Explore the theme of coincidence vs. fate/destiny.

D. "The Streetcar Ride"
· Write a short piece describing John Smothers's experience on the streetcar. What did he see? What did he think about? What caused him to be "a little late"? This allows for creative writing and focusing on sensory details.

E. "A Letter to Pansy"
· Imagine John Smothers writing a letter to Pansy explaining his absence, written after his return. This allows for character exploration and addressing the story's central mystery from his perspective.

VI Extra acitivities

A."Missing person poster (newspaper article):
· Create a "Missing person" poster from the time of John Smothers's disappearance. What details would be included? What would the tone of the poster be?

· Write a short newspaper article reporting on John Smothers's disappearance, focusing on the facts known at the time. This could involve some research about what newspapers from that era looked like.

B. "Illustrating the Story's Key Moments”
· Create illustrations or drawings of the story's key moments:

· John Smothers leaving for medicine.

· The wife grieving.

· Pansy getting sick.

· The old man appearing at the door.

· The family reunited.

· Use symbolic imagery to represent the themes of loss, hope, and reunion.

Text 9
I Pre-reading activities

A. Complete the mindmap referring to Charles Dickens literary work based on your academic knowledge



· Which one is well-known? Why?

· What do you know about “Pickwick Papers”?

· Search on Wikipedia for some information.
B. Brainstorming “Travel and observation”
· Brainstorm reasons why people travel. Discuss different ways of observing the world around you (e.g., taking notes, drawing, taking photos, simply observing). What can you learn by observing people and places?

· Discuss the difference between traveling for leisure and traveling for research or study. This will help students understand Mr. Pickwick's purpose.

C. Focus on historical context  “London in 1827”:
· Briefly discuss what students know about London (or England) in the 19th century. If possible, show pictures or illustrations of London streets and transportation from that era (e.g., horse-drawn cabs, bustling streets). This provides a historical context for the story.

· Discuss the importance of transportation in the 19th century. How did people travel? How did transportation affect daily life?

D. Character speculation “Mr. Pickwick”:
· Based on the first paragraph, what kind of person do students imagine Mr. Pickwick to be? What is his purpose in wanting to see "life in other places"? What do his notebook and telescope suggest about him?

· Discuss the concept of a "gentleman" in the 19th century. How might this social role influence Mr. Pickwick's behavior?

E. Vocabulary preview :
· Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:

· Goswell Street: a real street in London, but for the purpose of the story, it represents Mr. Pickwick's limited view of the world.

· Cabman: a driver of a horse-drawn cab.

· Inn: a traditional name for a hotel or lodging house.

· Adventures: unusual and exciting, typically hazardous, experiences or undertakings.

· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to travel or city life.

F. Prediction “Mr. Pickwick's Adventures”:
· Based on the information in the text, what kinds of "adventures" do students think Mr. Pickwick might encounter? What kind of people might he meet?

· Write down their predictions. After reading more of the story, they can compare their predictions to what actually happens.

II Read the text. Say what it’s about.

After ”Pickwick Papers”  by Charles Dickens

On a sunny morning of the thirteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven Mr. Samuel Pickwick rose from his bed, opened the window and looked out at the world before him. Goswell Street was at his feet, Goswell Street was on his left, Goswell Street lay in front of him. Mr. Pickwick was  not happy to see only Goswell Street. He wanted to see life in other places surrounding the street.

Soon after breakfast Mr. Pickwick with a bag in his hand, a telescope and a note-book in his pocket was ready to meet adventures. He took a cab and went to ” Golden Cross ”, an inn where his friends were waiting for him/ On the way there Mr. Pickwick began his studies of London life.

”How old is that horse, my friend? ”asked he. ”Forty-two”, answered the cabman. ”What! ” said Mr. Pickwick laying his hand upon the note-book. The cabman repeated the answer and Mr. Pickwick wrote it down in his note-book.      ”And how long do you keep him out at a time?” ”Two or three weeks”, answered the cabman. ”Weeks! ” said Mr. Pickwick in surprise and he took out his note-book again. ” We seldom take him out of the cab”, said the cabman. ”He is old, not very strong, and always falls down when we take him out of it. So we tie him to the cab, the cab runs after him and pushes him. ”Mr. Pickwick wrote down every world told by the cabman in his note-book. He wanted to use the information at a club meeting.

III Post-reading activities

A. Do a matching test based on the provided text:

	Column A
	Column B

	1. The date Mr. Pickwick woke up

2. What Mr. Pickwick saw from his window

3. What Mr. Pickwick took with him

4. Where Mr. Pickwick went in a cab

5. What Mr. Pickwick asked the cabman

6. The cabman's answer about the horse's age

7. How long the cabman said they kept the horse "out"

8. How the cab is described to move


	A. Goswell Street 

B. May 13th, 1827 

C. Forty-two 

D. A bag, a telescope, and a notebook E. The "Golden Cross" inn 

F. Two or three weeks 

G. "How old is that horse?"

 H. The cab runs after the horse and pushes him




B.Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:

1. What was the date when Mr. Pickwick began his adventures?
a) May 3rd, 1827 b) May 13th, 1827 c) June 3rd, 1827 d) June 13th, 1827

2. What did Mr. Pickwick see when he looked out his window?
a) The River Thames b) Goswell Street c) Buckingham Palace d) The Golden Cross Inn

3. What items did Mr. Pickwick take with him?
a) A map, a compass, and a camera b) A bag, a telescope, and a notebook c) A suitcase, a hat, and a cane d) A book, a pen, and some paper

4. Where was Mr. Pickwick going in the cab?
a) To the park b) To a museum c) To the "Golden Cross" inn d) To a meeting of Parliament

5. What question did Mr. Pickwick ask the cabman?
a) "Where are we going?" b) "How much does the ride cost?" c) "How old is that horse?" d) "What's the weather like today?"

6. What was the cabman's surprising answer about the horse's age?
a) Twelve b) Twenty c) Thirty-two d) Forty-two

7. How long did the cabman say they kept the horse working at a time?
a) A few hours b) A day or two c) Two or three weeks d) A month

8. According to the cabman, what happened when they took the horse out of the cab?
a) It ran away. b) It became very energetic. c) It always fell down. d) It refused to move.

9. How did the cab move, according to the cabman?
a) The horse pulled the cab. b) The cab ran after the horse and pushed it. c) The cab was self-propelled. d) Another horse pulled the cab from behind.

10. Why did Mr. Pickwick write down the cabman's answers?
a) To remember them for a story he was writing b) To use the information at a club meeting c) To report the cabman to the authorities d) To compare them with other cabmen's answers

C. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank.

· Goswell Street

· adventures

· Golden Cross

· forty-two

· weeks

· notebook

· club meeting

Mr. Pickwick looked out his window and saw only ________________. He was ready to meet ________________. He took a cab to the ________________ inn. The cabman said his horse was ________________ years old. He also said they kept the horse "out" for two or three ________________. Mr. Pickwick wrote everything in his ________________. He planned to use the information at a ________________.

IV Grammar 
A. Choose the correct verb form:
B. Mr. Pickwick ________________ (rise) from his bed. a) rises b) rose c) is rising d) has risen

C. Goswell Street ________________ (be) at his feet. a) is b) was c) has been d) will be

D. He ________________ (want) to see life in other places. a) wants b) wanted c) is wanting d) has wanted

E. Mr. Pickwick ________________ (take) a cab. a) takes b) took c) is taking d) has taken

F. The cab ________________ (run) after him and pushes him. (referring to the cab and horse) a) runs b) ran c) is running d) has run
B. Choose the correct article or "X" for no article:
1. On ________________ sunny morning of the thirteenth of May… a) a b) an c) the d) X

2. He took ________________ cab. a) a b) an c) the d) X

3. He wanted to use ________________ information at a club meeting. a) a b) an c) the d) X

C. Choose the correct preposition:
1. Goswell Street was ________________ his feet. a) at b) on c) in d) by

2. He took a cab and went ________________ ”Golden Cross”. a) to b) at c) in d) for

D. Identify the correct form of reported speech:
The cabman said, "We seldom take him out of the cab."
a) The cabman said that they seldom take him out of the cab.
 b) The cabman said that they seldom took him out of the cab. 
c) The cabman says that they seldom took him out of the cab.
 d) The cabman is saying that they seldom took him out of the cab.
E. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
Mr. Pickwick wrote down every word told by the cabman. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Adjective d) Adverb

E. Complete the sentences using the information from the text:

1. Mr. Samuel Pickwick rose from his bed …

2. He wanted to see …
3. He took a cab and went to …

4. The cabman repeated the answer …

5. He wanted to use …
F. Tick the thing that interested Mr. Samuel Pickwick in the cab:

a) the cabman;

b) the cab;

c) the horse;

d) the car;

e) the horse’s age
V Creative tasks
A. Creative Writing "Mr. Pickwick's notebook ntry" : 
· Write a detailed entry in Mr. Pickwick's notebook based on his conversation with the cabman. Encourage students to include not just the facts (age of horse, etc.) but also Mr. Pickwick's own observations, reflections, and any sketches he might have made. This focuses on detail and character voice.
· Consider what kind of "club meeting" Mr. Pickwick might be attending and how this information about the horse might be relevant.

B.  "A day in the life of the cab horse":
· Write a short story or poem from the perspective of the cab horse. What are its thoughts and feelings about its work? How does it view the cabman and the passengers? This encourages empathy and creative use of personification.

· Draw an illustration to accompany their writing, depicting the horse's perspective of London or its relationship with the cab.

C.  "Expanding the adventure – What happens next?":
· Continue the story. What happens when Mr. Pickwick arrives at the Golden Cross Inn? Who are his friends? What kind of adventures do they have together? This encourages creative writing and plot development.

· Focus on a specific type of adventure, such as a humorous misunderstanding, a chance encounter with a notable person, or a discovery of a hidden part of London.
VI Project activity "Modernizing the scenario"
· Rewrite the opening scene in a modern setting. How would Mr. Pickwick's observations be different in the 21st century? What mode of transportation would he use? What "studies" might he undertake? This encourages adaptation and comparison of different time periods.

3. "The Cabman's tale – a dramatic monologue"
· Turn the cabman's description of the horse into a dramatic monologue. Focus on conveying the cabman's personality, tone, and any implied social commentary through their delivery. This focuses on oral interpretation and character development.

· Create a short audio or video recording of their performance.

4. "London street scene ":
· Create a drawing, painting, or collage depicting the street scene described in the text. Pay attention to details such as the horse-drawn cab, the street itself (Goswell Street), and the general atmosphere of London in 1827. This encourages research and visual representation of the setting.

· Use online resources to research images of London from the 1820s to ensure historical accuracy.

VII Extra activity
A. Read the AI simulated interview attempts to capture Dickens's style and concerns, drawing on his biography and the themes prevalent in his works. It touches on his social commentary, his memorable characters, and his connection with his audience. 

Interviewer: Mr. Dickens, thank you for agreeing to this interview.

Charles Dickens: My pleasure. Though I confess, these modern recording devices are quite bewildering.

Interviewer: You're renowned for your vivid portrayals of Victorian London. What drew you to write about the city and its inhabitants?

Charles Dickens: London is my muse, you see. It’s a place of stark contrasts – immense wealth and abject poverty existing side by side. I was deeply affected by the social injustices I witnessed in my youth, the poverty and hardship faced by so many, particularly children. I felt compelled to give a voice to the voiceless, to expose these realities to a wider audience.

Interviewer: Many of your novels feature children in difficult circumstances. Was this a conscious choice?

Charles Dickens: Absolutely. Children are the most vulnerable members of society. Their innocence is often exploited, their potential squandered. I wanted to highlight their plight, to awaken the public's conscience to the suffering they endured. My own experiences working in a blacking factory as a child profoundly shaped my perspective.

Interviewer: Your works are often described as social commentaries. Would you agree with that assessment?

Charles Dickens: Entirely. I believe that literature has a responsibility to not only entertain but also to educate and to inspire social change. I use my stories to critique the social ills of the time – the workhouses, the legal system, the inequalities of class. I hope to provoke thought and inspire action.

Interviewer: You created some of the most memorable characters in English literature – from Oliver Twist to Ebenezer Scrooge. What is your process for developing such distinct personalities?

Charles Dickens: I observe. I listen. I draw inspiration from the people I encounter in everyday life – the quirky, the eccentric, the downtrodden. I try to capture their essence, their unique mannerisms and speech patterns, and then exaggerate them slightly to create memorable and often humorous figures.

Interviewer: You were also known for your public readings of your works. What did you enjoy about performing for an audience?

Charles Dickens: It was a way to connect directly with my readers, to bring my characters to life in a more immediate and visceral way. I relished the energy of the audience, the shared experience of storytelling. It was quite exhausting, but also incredibly rewarding.

Interviewer: Your novels were published serially, in installments. How did this affect your writing?

Charles Dickens: It created a unique relationship with my readers. They eagerly awaited each new installment, and their reactions often influenced the direction of the story. It was a constant conversation, a shared creation.

Interviewer: If you could speak to readers of the 21st century, what would you say?

Charles Dickens: I would say that while times may change, human nature remains remarkably consistent. The struggles against poverty, injustice, and inequality are still relevant today. I hope that my stories continue to resonate with readers, to inspire empathy and a desire for a better world.

Interviewer: Mr. Dickens, thank you for your time.

Charles Dickens: The pleasure was mine.

B. Sum up the new facts and ask Charles Dickens your own questions which are interested in about his life and literary work.

Text 10.

I Pre-reading activities

A. Look at the picture. Say whom you see and what period of time is presented in it.
[image: image8.jpg]



           What literary works are associated with it?

B.Watch the trailor and briefly review the key characters and plot points of the story from the video https://youtu.be/3Ch5eUAhPtE?si=w4hMX89oMIrjlBkS. Make notes.
C. Brainstorming “Pilgrims and Medieval Times” 

· Say what you know about pilgrims. Discuss the historical context of pilgrimages (religious journeys), and connect this to the medieval setting implied by the text. What images or ideas come to mind when they think of medieval times (knights, castles, ladies, etc.)?

· Search for pictures or illustrations of medieval clothing, architecture, and social customs.

D. Character speculation “The Pilgrim and Lady Rowena”:
· Based on the first few lines, what impression do students get of the Pilgrim? What does the fact that he is led to his room by a servant suggest about the social hierarchy? What kind of person do they imagine Lady Rowena to be? What might be the relationship between the Pilgrim and Lady Rowena?

· Discuss the potential roles of women in medieval society.

E. Vocabulary preview:
· Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:

· Pilgrim: a person who journeys to a sacred place for religious reasons.

· Mistress: a woman of high social standing; in this context, the head of the household.

· Retire: to withdraw or go away.

· Tournament: a medieval sporting event in which knights competed in various contests.

· Companion of my childhood: someone with whom one spent one's childhood.

· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to travel, social status, or medieval life.

F. Predict “The Conversation's focus”:
· The text mentions that Lady Rowena wants to speak to the Pilgrim. What do students think she wants to talk about? What might be important or concerning to her?
· Write down their predictions. After reading the text, they can compare their predictions to what actually happens.

G. Discussion “Knights and their travels”
          Discuss the roles of knights in medieval times. Where might they travel? What kinds of adventures might they have? What might be the dangers of travel in that era?

· Discuss the concept of chivalry and how it might influence the behavior of knights.

· The Pilgrim answers Rowena with "a troubled voice". What could be the reasons for his troubled state?

II Look at the title of the story. Say what you know about it.  Read the text. 

After "Ivanhoe" by Walter Scott

The Pilgrim was led to his room by a servant. On their way they met a woman sent by Rowena. She said that her mistress wished to speak to the Pilgrim, and made a sign to him to follow. He did so with​out answer or protest. A short passage led them to the room of the Lady Rowena, which was very richly furnished.

The Lady Rowena sat on a sort of throne. Three of her atten​dants were standing at her back, and arranging her hair. When the Pil​grim approached, she said to her servants: "Retire, excepting only Elgitha will speak with this holy Pilgrim."

The servants retired to the further end of the room, and sat down on a small bench against the wall.

"Pilgrim," said the lady, after a moment's pause, "you spoke this I night about Ivanhoe. Tell me where and in what condition you left him?

"I know little of the Knight of Ivanhoe," answered the Pilgrim  in a troubled voice. "I think he will soon return to England, where you, lady, must know better than I what is his chance of happiness."

The Lady Rowena sighed deeply, and asked about the dangers that the Knight of Ivanhoe might meet on his way home.

"Ivanhoe," said the Pilgrim, "can travel through Venice and Genoa, and from there through France to England. He knows the language and manners of the French very well."

"I would like to see him safely arrived and able to take part in the approaching tournament. How did he look when you last saw him?" asked the Lady Rowena.

"He was darker," said the Pilgrim, "and thinner than when he came from Cyprus with the Lion's Heart."

"Thanks, good Pilgrim, for your information about the company ion of my childhood," said the lady.

She then offered him a cup of wine and gave him a piece of gold which he received with a low bow and followed Elgitha out of the room.

Rowena [rou'wina] - Ровена
 Elgitha [el'gi:6a] - Ельгіта
 Ivanhoe ['aivanhou]- Айвенго
 Knight [nait] - лицар
 Venice ['venis] - Венеція
 Genoa ['dзеnоu] – Генуя
III Post-reading activities
A. Match the words in Column A with their details in Column B:

	Column A
	Column B

	1. Who led the Pilgrim to his room

2. Who sent for the Pilgrim

3. Where Lady Rowena was sitting

4. Who remained with Lady Rowena

5. What Lady Rowena asked the Pilgrim about

6. Where Ivanhoe could travel through

7. What Lady Rowena wanted for Ivanhoe

8. What Lady Rowena gave the Pilgrim
	A. On a sort of throne 

B. A servant 

C. Venice, Genoa, and France

D. Lady Rowena 

E. Elgitha 

F. A cup of wine and a piece of gold G. Ivanhoe 

H. To arrive safely and take part in the tournament




B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:

1. Who led the Pilgrim to his room initially?
a) Rowena b) Elgitha c) A servant d) One of Rowena's attendants

2. Who sent for the Pilgrim?
a) Ivanhoe b) The Lion's Heart c) Elgitha d) Rowena

3. Where was Lady Rowena when the Pilgrim arrived?
a) In a garden b) In a passage c) In her richly furnished room d) In the main hall

4. What were Rowena's attendants doing when the Pilgrim entered?
a) Reading b) Arranging her hair c) Serving wine d) Talking amongst themselves

5. Who was allowed to stay and speak with the Pilgrim?
a) All of Rowena's attendants b) None of Rowena's attendants c) Elgitha d) The servant who led him to his room

6. What was the main topic of conversation between Rowena and the Pilgrim?
a) The Pilgrim's journey b) The upcoming tournament c) The Knight of Ivanhoe d) Life in Cyprus

7. What did the Pilgrim say about Ivanhoe's return to England?
a) He would face many dangers. b) He would return very soon. c) He would not return. d) He would return with the Lion's Heart.

8. What route did the Pilgrim suggest Ivanhoe could take?
a) Through Germany and Austria b) Through Spain and Portugal c) Through Venice, Genoa, and France d) Directly by sea

9. How did the Pilgrim describe Ivanhoe's appearance?
a) Taller and stronger b) Darker and thinner c) Pale and weak d) Unchanged

10. What did Lady Rowena give the Pilgrim?
a) A message for Ivanhoe b) A horse and supplies c) A cup of wine and a piece of gold d) Directions for Ivanhoe's journey
C. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

	Column A
	Column B

	1. Pilgrim

2. Mistress (in this context)

3. Passage

4. Furnished

5. Retire

6. Pause

7. Condition

8. Tournament

9. Approaching

10. Companion


	a. A person who journeys to a sacred place for religious reasons. 

b. A woman of high social standing; a woman in a position of authority. 

c. A narrow way or corridor connecting two places.  

d. Having furniture and fittings. 

e. To withdraw or go away. 

f. A temporary stop or rest. 

g. The state of something with regard to its appearance, quality, or working order. 

h. A series of contests or competitions, especially among knights in the Middle Ages. 

i. Coming nearer in time. 

j. A person who shares one's activities or experiences.


D. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text:

1. The Pilgrim was led through a short ________________ to Rowena's room.

2. Rowena's room was very richly ________________.

3. Rowena told her servants to ________________ except for Elgitha.

4. The Pilgrim spoke in a ________________ voice.

5. Rowena asked about the dangers Ivanhoe might meet on his way ________________.

6. Rowena wanted Ivanhoe to take part in the approaching ________________.

E.For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym .
1. Richly (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)

2. Approaching (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)

3. Safely (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)

F. Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:

1. Protest

2. Condition

3. Dangers

4. Companion

Example Answers:
1. The Pilgrim followed the woman without protest.

2. Rowena asked about the condition in which the Pilgrim had last seen Ivanhoe.

3. Rowena was worried about the dangers Ivanhoe might face on his journey.

4. She referred to Ivanhoe as the companion of her childhood.

G. Rewrite the sentences in reported speech):
She said, "Retire, excepting only Elgitha will speak with this holy Pilgrim."

 a) She told her servants to retire, excepting only Elgitha would speak with the Pilgrim. 

b) She told her servants to retire, excepting only Elgitha should speak with the Pilgrim. 

c) She told her servants to retire, excepting only Elgitha will have spoken with the Pilgrim. 

d) She tells her servants to retire, excepting only Elgitha would speak with the Pilgrim.

"Tell me where and in what condition you left him?" asked the Lady Rowena. 

a) The Lady Rowena asked him to tell her where and in what condition he left him. 

b) The Lady Rowena asked him where and in what condition he had left him. 

c) The Lady Rowena asks him where and in what condition he had left him.

 d) The Lady Rowena is asking him where and in what condition he left him.

H. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
The Lady Rowena sat on a sort of throne. The throne was in a richly furnished room. 

a) The Lady Rowena sat on a sort of throne which was in a richly furnished room.

 b) The Lady Rowena sat on a sort of throne where was in a richly furnished room. 

c) The Lady Rowena sat on a sort of throne who was in a richly furnished room.

 d) The Lady Rowena sat on a sort of throne when was in a richly furnished room.

I. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word):
He did so without answer or protest. 

a) Noun b) Verb c) Preposition d) Adverb

J. Circle the right variant (a, b or c):

1. … wished to speak to the Piligrim.

a) Elgitha;    b) Rowena;    c) Ivanhoe

2. The Lady Rowena sat on …

a) a chair;    b) a bench;   c) a sort of throne

3. Rowena left … in the room.

a) three attendants;    b) Elgitha;    c) a woman

4. The Lady Rowena asked the Piligrim about …

a) the approaching tournament;   b) the Lion’s Heart;   c) Ivanhoe

5. Rowena gave the Piligrim … 

a) a piece of gold;    b) two pieces of gold;   c) three pieces of gold
K. Tick three things that interested the Lady Rowena:

a) the Piligrim;

b) the Knight of Ivanhoe;

c) Ivanhoe’s way home;

d) the approaching tournament;

e) Ivanhoe’s health. 
IV Creative tasks 
A. Creative writing "Elgitha's perspective":
· Write a short piece from Elgitha's point of view. She is the only attendant allowed to stay during the conversation. What are her thoughts and feelings as she observes the interaction between Rowena and the Pilgrim? Does she know more than she lets on? What does she think of Ivanhoe? This encourages character development from a different perspective.

· Consider Elgitha's relationship with Rowena. Is she a close confidante, a loyal servant, or something else?

B. "A letter from Ivanhoe":
· Write a letter from Ivanhoe to Rowena, describing his journey and his current situation. He could be writing from Venice, Genoa, or France. This encourages students to imagine the setting and adopt Ivanhoe's voice.

C. "Expanding the story – what happens next?":
· Continue the story. What happens after the Pilgrim leaves Rowena's room? Does Rowena take any action based on the information she received? Does Ivanhoe arrive safely? This encourages creative writing and plot development.

· Focus on a specific aspect of the story, such as the dangers Ivanhoe might face on his journey or the events of the tournament.

D. "The Pilgrim's backstory":
· Write a short piece about the Pilgrim's background. Why is he traveling? How did he come to know about Ivanhoe? What is the reason for his "troubled voice"? This adds depth to the character and provides possible motivations.

· Connect the Pilgrim's backstory to the larger narrative of Ivanhoe (if students are familiar with the novel) or create a new connection that adds intrigue to the story.

VI Project activity

A. "The Tournament announcement":
· Create a formal announcement for the upcoming tournament mentioned by Rowena. What kind of events will take place? Who is invited? What are the prizes? This encourages research into medieval tournaments and creative writing in a specific format.

· Design the announcement as a scroll or poster, using calligraphy or period-appropriate fonts.

B. "Illustrating the scene":
· Create a visual representation of the scene in Rowena's room. Pay attention to the details of the setting ("richly furnished," "throne," "small bench"), the characters' positions and expressions, and the overall mood of the scene. This encourages visual interpretation and attention to descriptive details.

· Use different art mediums (drawing, painting, collage) to explore different artistic styles

Text 11.
I Pre-reading tasks 

A. Listen to the text and say your prediction of the plot: https://youtu.be/eKSsmcDVDd4?si=0Ioyh9AdKBVgzDgr
B. Brainstorming “The theatre and show business”:
· Say what you know about the theatre and show business. Discuss different aspects like plays, actors, audiences, successes, and failures. What challenges do people in this industry face? What makes a production successful?
· Discuss the difference between commercial theatre and amateur theatre.
C. Character speculation “Michael and Julia”:
· Based on the first paragraph, what kind of person do students imagine Michael to be? What words or phrases give them this impression ("method and thrift," "made every possible penny," "ingenuity")? What might be Julia's role in this partnership?
· Discuss the potential dynamics of a business partnership, especially one involving a married couple.
D. Vocabulary Preview:
· Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:
· Thrift: careful management of money to avoid waste.
· Royalties: payments made to authors for the right to use their work.
· Enterprising: showing initiative and resourcefulness.
· Lease: a contract by which one party conveys property to another for a specified time, usually in return for periodic payment.
· Discouraged: having lost confidence or enthusiasm.
· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to business, art, or personal finance.
E. Prediction “The challenges of Running a theatre”:
· Based on the information in the text, what kinds of challenges do students think Michael and Julia might face in running a theatre? What could lead to a play's success or failure?
· Brainstorm the different roles and responsibilities involved in putting on a play (e.g., actors, directors, writers, set designers, costume designers).
F. Discussion “Taking Risks and overcoming setbacks” :
· The text mentions that they sometimes had failures. Discuss the importance of taking risks in business and in life. How do people react to setbacks? How do they recover from them?
· Ask students to share personal experiences of overcoming challenges or dealing with disappointment.
II Read the text. Say whether the theatre was a success or not.

After "Theatre" by W. Somerset Maugham

They produced a play, and it was a success. After that they con​tinued to produce plays year after year. Because Michael ran the the​atre with the method and thrift with which he ran his home they lost little over the failures, which of course they sometimes had, and made every possible penny out of their successes. Michael flattered himself that there was not a management in London where less money was spent on the productions. He exercised great ingenuity in disguising old sets so that they looked new, and by ringing the changes on the furniture that he gradually collected in the store-room saved the ex​pense of hiring. They gained the reputation of being an enterprising management because Michael in order not to pay the high royalties of well-known authors was always willing to give an unknown one a trial. He sought out actors who had never been given a chance and whose salaries were small. He thus made some very profitable discoveries.

When they had been in management for three years they were sufficiently well established for Michael to be able to borrow from the bank enough money to buy the lease of a theatre that had just been built. After much discussion they decided to call it the Siddons The​atre. They opened with a failure and this was succeeded by another.

Julia was frightened and discouraged. She thought that the the​atre was unlucky and that the public were getting sick of her. It was then that Michael showed himself at his best.

"In this business you have to take the rough with the smooth. You're the best actress in England. The next play is going to be all right and then we'll get back all we've lost."

 thrift - заощадливість
 to exercise ingenuity – проявляти винахідливість
 to ring the changes - використовувати
 royalties - гонорари
 to take the rough with the smooth – бути байдужим
III Post-reading activities 
A. Do a matching test based on the provided text:

	Column A
	Column B

	1. How Michael ran the theatre
2. How Michael saved money on productions
3. Why they were considered an enterprising management
4. How long they had been in management before buying a theatre
5. The name of the theatre
6. What happened with their opening plays
7. Julia's feelings after the initial failures
8. What Michael told Julia

	A. With method and thrift 
B. By disguising old sets and using stored furniture 
C. They gave unknown authors a chance 
D. Three years 
E. The Siddons Theatre 
F. They were failures 
G. Frightened and discouraged 
H. "In this business you have to take the rough with the smooth."



B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:
1. What was the outcome of their first play?
a) It was a failure. b) It was a moderate success. c) It was a great success. d) It was cancelled before opening.
2. How did Michael manage the theatre's finances?
a) Extravagantly and carelessly b) With method and thrift c) By borrowing heavily from banks d) By relying on donations
3. How did Michael save money on set design?
a) By hiring the most expensive designers b) By using elaborate special effects c) By disguising old sets and reusing furniture d) By performing in empty spaces
4. Why were they considered an "enterprising management"?
a) They only produced well-known plays. b) They paid high salaries to famous actors. c) They gave unknown authors and actors a chance. d) They invested heavily in advertising.
5. How long had they been in management before buying a theatre?
a) One year b) Two years c) Three years d) Five years
6. What was the name of the theatre they bought?
a) The Globe Theatre b) The Royal Theatre c) The Siddons Theatre d) The Pickwick Theatre
7. What was the result of their first two plays at the new theatre?
a) Both were successful. b) One was a success, and the other was a failure. c) Both were failures. d) They were critically acclaimed but not commercially successful.
8. How did Julia react to the initial failures at the new theatre?
a) She became angry and blamed Michael. b) She became frightened and discouraged. c) She decided to take a break from acting. d) She remained optimistic and confident.
9. What did Michael tell Julia to encourage her?
a) "It's time to give up." b) "We should sell the theatre." c) "In this business you have to take the rough with the smooth." d) "We need to hire better actors."
10. What did Michael say about Julia's acting ability?
a) She needed more training. b) She was the best actress in England. c) She should consider directing instead. d) She was better suited for comedic roles.
C. Fill in gaps:

______ approach to management minimized their losses. By "ringing the changes" on furniture, he avoided ________________ costs. His willingness to give unknown authors a ________________ contributed to their reputation. Julia's ________________ stemmed from the initial lack of success at the new theatre. Michael's use of the ________________ "take the rough with the smooth" conveyed the importance of resilience.
IV Vocabulary 
1.Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.
	Column A
	Column B

	1. Thrift
2. Ingenuity
3. Royalties
4. Enterprising
5. Lease
6. Discouraged
7. Succeeded
8. Flattered himself
9. Ringing the changes
10. Profitable

	a. Having or showing initiative and resourcefulness.
 b. Careful management of money to avoid waste. 
c. Payments made to authors for the right to use their work. 
d. A contract by which one party conveys property to another for a specified time, usually in return for periodic payment. 
e. Having lost confidence or enthusiasm. 
f. Followed immediately after. 
g. Felt pleased or satisfied with oneself, especially unduly. 
h. Earning or likely to earn a profit. 
i. Varying or rearranging something, especially to avoid monotony. 
j. The quality of being clever, original, and inventive


V Grammar 

A. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.
1. Michael’s ________________ allowed them to minimize losses.
2. He showed great ________________ in making old sets look new.
3. They avoided paying high ________________ to famous authors.
4. After three years, they bought the ________________ of a theatre.
5. Julia felt ________________ after the first two plays failed.
6. Michael told her that they would ________________ all they had lost.
B. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym 

          Success (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
Established (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
Discouraged (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
C. Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:
1. Produce
2. Trial
3. Succeeded
4. Take the rough with the smooth
Example Answers:
1. They produced many plays over the years, some successful and some not.
2. Michael was willing to give unknown authors a trial.
3. One failure was succeeded by another, causing Julia to become discouraged.
4. Michael reminded Julia that in the theatre business, they had to take the rough with the smooth.
D.Choose the correct verb form:
1. They ________________ (produce) a play, and it was a success. a) produce b) produced c) are producing d) have produced
2. Michael ________________ (run) the theatre with method and thrift. a) runs b) ran c) is running d) has run
3. He ________________ (exercise) great ingenuity. a) exercises b) exercised c) is exercising d) has exercised
4. They ________________ (gain) the reputation of being enterprising. a) gain b) gained c) are gaining d) have gained
5. Julia ________________ (be) frightened and discouraged. a) is b) was c) has been d) will be
E.Choose the correct pronoun:
1. Michael flattered ________________ that there was not a management in London where less money was spent. a) him b) himself c) he d) his
2. They saved the expense of ________________ (hiring). a) hire b) hired c) hiring d) hires
3. Michael showed ________________ at his best. a) him b) himself c) he d) his
F.Choose the correct conjunction:
1. Because Michael ran the theatre with method and thrift ________________ he ran his home, they lost little. a) and b) but c) as d) than
2. They opened with a failure ________________ this was succeeded by another. a) and b) but c) so d) or
G.Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
They bought the lease of a theatre. The theatre had just been built.

a) They bought the lease of a theatre that had just been built. 
b) They bought the lease of a theatre which had just been built. 
c) They bought the lease of a theatre who had just been built. 
d) They bought the lease of a theatre when had just been built.
H.Rewrite the sentence in reported speech:
1. "You're the best actress in England," Michael said to Julia. a) Michael told Julia she is the best actress in England. b) Michael told Julia she was the best actress in England. c) Michael tells Julia she is the best actress in England. d) Michael is telling Julia she was the best actress in England.
I. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
1. He exercised great ingenuity. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Adjective d) Adverb
J. Put the sentences in the right order:

a) After much discussion they decided to call it the Siddon’s Theatre.

b) It was then that Michael showed himself at his best.

c) After that they continued to produce plays year after year.

d) He sought actors who had never been given a chance and whose salaries were small.

e) Julia was frightened and discouraged.

f) Michael flattered himself that there wasn’t a management in London where less money was spent on the productions.

g) They opened with a failure and this was succeeded by another.

h) He thus made some very profitable discoveries.
K. Answer the following questions:
1. What was Michael’s method of running the theatre?

2. Michael was satisfied with his management, wasn’t  he?

3. What did he exercise great ingenuity in?

4. In what way did he make very profitable discoveries?

5. Was the Siddons theatre a success?
VII Creative tasks
A. Creative writing
· Write a short story or descriptive piece about a typical day or evening "behind the scenes" at the Siddons Theatre. Focus on the details that show Michael's thrift and ingenuity. Describe how the old sets are disguised, how the furniture is rearranged, and what the atmosphere is like backstage.
· Write from the perspective of a stagehand, an actor, or even a piece of furniture that has been "ringing the changes" for years.
B. "Julia's Diary Entry"
· Write a diary entry from Julia's perspective, focusing on her feelings after the first two plays at the Siddons Theatre fail. How does she feel about the theatre, the public, and her own abilities? How does Michael's encouragement affect her?
· Write two entries: one before Michael's encouraging words and one after.
C. "Expanding the Story – The Next Play
· Write a short scene or story about the "next play" that Michael assures Julia will be a success. What is the play about? What are the challenges in putting it together? Does it indeed become a success?
· Focus on the process of choosing the play, rehearsing it, or the audience's reaction on opening night.
D. "A Conversation Between Michael and an Unknown Author"
· Write a conversation between Michael and one of the unknown authors he gives a chance to. What are the author's hopes and fears? How does Michael encourage them? This focuses on character interaction and the theme of giving opportunities.
VI Project activity

A. "A Playbill for a Siddons Production" 
Design a playbill (a poster advertising a play) for one of the productions at the Siddons Theatre. Consider the time period and the type of play that might have been performed. Include details like the title, the author (perhaps an unknown one), the actors, and the dates of the performances.
· Research playbills from the 19th century to get inspiration for the design and layout.
B. "Michael's Business Plan”
· Create a simplified business plan for Michael and Julia's theatre. What are their goals? What are their strategies for achieving those goals? What are the potential risks and rewards? This encourages analytical thinking and understanding of business principles.
· Focus on how Michael's thrift and ingenuity are reflected in the business plan.
VII Extra activity
 "The 'Rough' and the 'Smooth' – A metaphorical exploration" 
· Explore the meaning of the idiom "take the rough with the smooth" in more detail. Write a short essay, poem, or story that uses this metaphor to describe the challenges and rewards of pursuing a difficult goal. This encourages deeper understanding of figurative language and thematic exploration.
Text 12.
I Pre-reading tasks 
A.Watch the video and complete the chronological chart of the main character from the video: https://youtu.be/cMtBPa7hpsA?si=mk_MqTXCPMA3n_IM
Think of his literary works. Say which one is well known. 
B. Brainstorming “Orphans and different lifestyles”:
· Say what you know about orphans (children without parents). Discuss different living situations an orphan might experience. Then, discuss different types of lifestyles: structured vs. unstructured, rural vs. urban, rich vs. poor.
· Consider the advantages and disadvantages of each lifestyle.
· If you are familiar with The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, briefly review the main characters and plot points. Emphasize Tom's adventurous spirit and the contrast between his life and the more structured world of adults. If students are not familiar with Tom Sawyer, briefly explain that it's a story about a mischievous boy who has many adventures.
· Look at a picture of Tom Sawyer to create a visual connection.
C. Vocabulary Preview:
· Introducing some key vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:
· Stretched: exaggerated or embellished.
· Fetched: earned or brought in.
· Civilize: to bring someone to a more refined or cultured state.
· Dismally: in a gloomy or depressing manner.
· Respectable: considered to be socially acceptable.
· Cramped up: feeling confined or restricted.
· Commenced: began.
· Mean practice: a bad habit.
· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences about different lifestyles or characters.
D. Prediction “The narrator's conflict”:
· The text describes the narrator's discomfort living with the Widow Douglas. Ask students to predict what conflicts might arise between the narrator and the widow, given their different approaches to life. What might the narrator find difficult about being "civilized"?
· Write down their predictions. After reading the text, they can compare their predictions to what actually happens.
E. Discussion “Freedom vs. Structure”:
· Discuss the concepts of freedom and structure. What are the benefits and drawbacks of each? Which do students prefer, and why? This encourages personal reflection and connection to the text's themes.
· Think about times they have felt "cramped up" or restricted by rules or routines.
F. "Rich Quick scenarios”
· The text mentions the narrator and Tom finding a large sum of money. Discuss how finding a large amount of money might change someone's life. What are the potential positive and negative consequences?
· Imagine what you would do if they suddenly came into a large sum of money.
G Discussion"Running away"
· The narrator runs away from the Widow Douglas. Discuss the reasons why someone might run away from home. What are the potential consequences of such an action?
· Discuss the difference between running "away from" something and running "towards" something.

II Look at the title of the story. Say what it’s about. Read the text.

After "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" by Mark Twain

You don't know about me without having read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, but that does not matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth, mainly. There were things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth.

Now the way that the book winds up is this: Tom and me found the money that the robbers had hidden in the cave, and it made us rich. We got six thousand dollars apiece - all gold. It was an awful sight of money when it was piled up. Judge Thatcher took it and put it out at interest, and it fetched us a dollar a day apiece all year round. The Widow Douglas took me for her son, and she said that she would civi​lize me; but it was a rough living in the house all the time considering how dismally regular and decent the widow was in all her ways; and so when I couldn't stand it any longer I ran away. I got into my old rags again, and was free and satisfied. But Tom Sawyer hunted me up and said he was going to start a band of robbers, and I might join if I would go back to the widow and be respectable. So I went back.

The widow cried over me, and called me a poor lost lamb. She put me in new clothes again, and I couldn't do anything but sweat and sweat and feel all cramped up. Then the old things commenced again. The widow would ring a bell for supper, and you had to come on time. When you got to the table, you couldn't go right to eating, but you had to wait for the widow to tuck her head and grumble a little over the food.

After supper she would get out the Bible and read me about Moses, and I was in sweat; but by and by she let it out that Moses had been dead a considerably long time; so I didn't care any more about him, because I don't care about dead people.

Pretty soon I wanted to smoke, and asked the widow to let me. But she wouldn't. She said it was a mean practice.

It was midnight. I felt so lonesome that I almost wished I was: dead. I did wish I had a company. And then I put out the light and scrambled out of the window on to the shed. Then I slipped down to the ground and crawled among the trees, and there was Tom Sawyer waiting for me.

 to stretch - придумувати
 to cramp – стискати, обмежувати в рухах
 Moses - Мойсей 

         scramble – прокрадатися
III Post-reading activities 
A. Match the words in Column A (description) with their details in Column B.
	Column A
	Column B

	1. The author of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
2. How the narrator and Tom became rich
3. What Judge Thatcher did with the money
4. Who took the narrator in
5. Why the narrator ran away initially
6. What Tom Sawyer wanted to start
7. What the widow called the narrator
8. What the narrator did at midnight

	A. By finding robbers' hidden money B. Mr. Mark Twain 
C. Put it out at interest 
D. The Widow Douglas 
E. He couldn't stand the widow's strict ways 
F. A band of robbers 
G. A poor lost lamb 
H. Scrambled out the window



B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the text:
1. Who is the narrator of this passage?
a) Tom Sawyer b) Judge Thatcher c) The Widow Douglas d) An unnamed character who was with Tom
2. Who wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer?
a) The narrator b) Judge Thatcher c) Mr. Mark Twain d) The Widow Douglas
3. How did the narrator and Tom become wealthy?
a) They inherited money from a relative. b) They won a lottery. c) They found money hidden by robbers. d) They started a successful business.
4. What did Judge Thatcher do with the money?
a) He spent it on himself. b) He gave it to charity. c) He put it out at interest. d) He hid it in a safer place.
5. Why did the narrator initially run away from the Widow Douglas?
a) He missed Tom Sawyer. b) He disliked the strict and regular lifestyle. c) He wanted to find more treasure. d) He was afraid of the widow.
6. What did Tom Sawyer want to start?
a) A school b) A church c) A band of robbers d) A traveling circus
7. What did the widow call the narrator?
a) A troublesome child b) A poor lost lamb c) A mischievous boy d) A good influence
8. What did the narrator dislike about the widow's supper routine?
a) The food was bad. b) He had to wait for her to "grumble" over the food. c) He had to eat alone. d) The meals were too short.
9. Why did the narrator stop caring about the Bible stories about Moses?
a) He found them boring. b) He learned that Moses had been dead for a long time. c) He preferred stories about other biblical figures. d) The widow stopped reading them to him.
10. What did the narrator do at midnight?
a) He went to sleep. b) He talked to the widow. c) He ran away again. d) He read the Bible.
B. Fill in the gaps with words from the word bank.
· Twain
· cave
· interest
· civilize
· rags
· respectable
· Moses
· lonesome
Mr. Mark ________________ wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Tom and the narrator found money in a ________________. Judge Thatcher put the money out at ________________. The Widow Douglas tried to ________________ the narrator. He ran away and got back into his old ________________. Tom said he could join his band if he became ________________. The widow read about ________________ from the Bible. At midnight, the narrator felt ________________.
C.Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

	Column A
	Column B

	1. Stretched
2. Fetched
3. Civilize
4. Dismally
5. Respectable
6. Cramped up
7. Commenced
8. Mean (in this context)
9. Lonesome
10. Scrambled

	a. Started or began. 
b. Feeling confined or restricted in space. 
c. Morally bad, unkind, or of poor quality. 
d. Made (something) greater or wider, especially beyond the truth.
 e. Earned or brought in (money). 
f. In a gloomy or depressing manner. g. Considered to be socially acceptable or proper. 
h. Feeling sad because one has no friends or company. 
i. Climbed quickly and awkwardly using one's hands and feet. 
j. Bring (someone) to a stage of social, cultural, and moral development considered to be more advanced.



IV. Vocabulary 
A. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.
1. Mr. Twain sometimes ________________ things in his stories.
2. The money put out at interest ________________ them a dollar a day.
3. The Widow Douglas tried to ________________ the narrator.
4. The widow's house was ________________ regular.
5. In his new clothes, the narrator felt ________________.
6. The widow said smoking was a ________________ practice.
B. For each word, provide a synonym  and an antonym.
1. Rich (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
2. Free (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
3. Decent (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
C. Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:
1. Mainly
2. Regular
3. Considerably
4. Company
Example Answers:
1. Mainly, Mr. Twain told the truth in his book.
2. The widow's life was very regular, with set routines for everything.
3. Moses had been dead for a considerably long time.
4. The narrator wished he had company to ease his loneliness.
V. Grammar 
A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. Tom and I ________________ (find) the money. a) find b) found c) are finding d) have found
2. Judge Thatcher ________________ (take) it and put it out at interest. a) takes b) took c) is taking d) has taken
3. The Widow Douglas ________________ (take) me for her son. a) takes b) took c) is taking d) has taken
4. I ________________ (run) away. a) run b) ran c) am running d) have run
5. The widow ________________ (ring) a bell for supper. a) rings b) rang c) is ringing d) has rung
B.Choose the correct pronoun:
1. You don't know about ________________ without having read a book. a) I b) me c) my d) myself
2. It fetched ________________ a dollar a day. a) us b) we c) our d) ourselves
3. She put ________________ in new clothes again. a) I b) me c) my d) myself
C. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. I got into my old rags again, ________________ was free and satisfied. a) and b) but c) so d) because
2. I might join if I ________________ go back to the widow. a) will b) would c) shall d) should
D. Rewrite the sentences in reported speech:
1. Tom Sawyer said, "I am going to start a band of robbers." a) Tom Sawyer said that he is going to start a band of robbers. b) Tom Sawyer said that he was going to start a band of robbers. c) Tom Sawyer says that he was going to start a band of robbers. d) Tom Sawyer is saying that he was going to start a band of robbers.
E.Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
1. It was an awful sight of money. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Adjective d) Adverb
2. I almost wished I was dead. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Adjective d) Adverb
F.Mark the following statements T ( true ) or F ( false ). Correct the false ones.
a) Tom and me robbed the robbers and it made us rich.

b) We got $6.000 and had to share the money.

c) The Widow Douglas took me for her son.

d) Soon when I couldn’t stand a rough living any longer I ran away.

e) I got into my old rags again and was free but not satisfied.

f) Tom Sawyer was going to start a band of robbers but didn’t want me to join it.

g) I went back to Widow Douglas.

h) The widow would read me about Moses and cared about him much. 

VI Creative tasks 
A. "A Day in the widow Douglas's house" 
· Write a detailed description of a typical day in the Widow Douglas's house from the narrator's perspective. Focus on the sensory details (sights, sounds, smells) that contribute to his feeling of being "cramped up." Emphasize the routines and rules that he finds so difficult to endure.
· Write the same day from the Widow Douglas's perspective, highlighting her intentions and motivations.
B. "The Robber band's first meeting"
· Write a scene depicting the first meeting of Tom Sawyer's "band of robbers." Who are the other members? What kind of "robberies" do they plan? How does the narrator feel about being part of this group?
· Focus on the contrast between Tom's romanticized idea of being a robber and the narrator's more realistic perspective.
C. "A letter to Tom Sawyer"
· Write a letter from the narrator to Tom Sawyer, explaining why he keeps running away from the Widow Douglas. He can reflect on his feelings about freedom, responsibility, and the different lifestyles he has experienced.
· The letter could be written after one of the runaways, expressing his frustration and confusion.
D. "Expanding the story – What happens after midnight?"
· Continue the story from the point where the narrator meets Tom under the trees. What do they do next? Where do they go? What adventures do they have?
· Introduce a new conflict or challenge that the narrator and Tom must face.
E. "Analyzing the narrator's voice"
· Write a short essay analyzing the narrator's voice in the provided text. How does he use language to express his feelings and opinions? What does his tone reveal about his personality? Consider the use of colloquialisms and informal language.
· Compare and contrast the narrator's voice with the voice of Tom Sawyer (if students are familiar with the character).
F. "Modernizing the situation"
· Rewrite the opening scene in a modern setting. How would the narrator's situation be different today? What would be the modern equivalent of being "civilized"? What kind of "escape" might he attempt? This encourages adaptation and a comparison of different time periods.
VII Project activity "Illustrating the contrasts"
· Create a visual representation that symbolizes the contrast between the narrator's two worlds: the structured, "civilized" world of the Widow Douglas and the free, adventurous world he craves. This could be a drawing, painting, collage, or even a digital image.
· Use contrasting colors, shapes, and textures to emphasize the differences.
Text 13.
І Pre-reading:
Watch the video https://youtu.be/P6DIITHPvtY?si=5QpyCW1c8qBQEnOJ
and say about whom it is. Pick up one quote and describe the author of it.
1. Brainstorming “New York City and high society”:
· Say what you know about New York City. Discuss its reputation as a large, bustling metropolis, a center of wealth and culture. Then, discuss the concept of "high society" – what it means, who belongs to it, and what its characteristics are.
2. Character Speculation “Lester and Jennie”:
· Based on the first paragraph, say what can you  infer about Lester's character? What does his choice of hotel suggest about his social status and concerns? What might be the nature of his relationship with Jennie?
· Discuss the potential power dynamics in relationships with significant differences in social standing or wealth.
3. Vocabulary Preview:
· Dealing with some key vocabulary words discuss their meanings in context:
· Encountering: meeting someone unexpectedly.
· Exclusive: restricted to a select group or class.
· Suite: a set of connected rooms used as a living unit.
· Plunged: thrust or forced quickly into something.
· Illuminating: providing or shedding light; enlightening.
· Appointments:furnishings or equipment.
· Discrimination: the ability to judge well; good taste.
· Fripperies: showy or unnecessary ornaments.
· Lavished: bestowed something in generous or extravagant quantities.
· Adorned: made more beautiful or attractive.
· Stunning: extremely impressive or attractive.
· Perspective: a particular attitude toward or way of regarding something; a point of view.
· Proportion: a part, share, or number considered in comparative relation to a whole.
· Vanity: excessive pride in or admiration of one's own appearance or achievements.
· Create word maps or use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to travel, luxury, or social interactions.
4. Prediction “Jennie's Transformation”:
· The text describes Jennie being "plunged" into a new atmosphere. Ask students to predict how this new environment might affect her. How might she change or stay the same?
· Consider the potential internal and external changes that might occur.
II Look at the title of the story. Say what you know about it.  Read the text. 

After ''Jennie Gerhardt" by Theodore Dreiser

Their arrival in New York the next day raised the important ques​tion in Lester's mind as to where he should stop. New York was a very large place, and he was not in much danger of encountering people who would know him, but he thought it just as well not to take chances. Accordingly he had the cabman drive them to one of the more exclu​sive apartment hotels, where he engaged a suite of rooms; and they settled themselves for a stay of two or three weeks.

This atmosphere into which Jennie was now plunged was so wonderful, so illuminating, that she could scarcely believe this was the same world that she had inhabited before.

Lester Kane was no lover of vulgar display. The appointments with which he surrounded himself were always simple and elegant. He knew at a glance what Jennie needed, and bought for her with discrim​ination and care. And Jennie took a keen pleasure in the handsome gowns and pretty fripperies that he lavished upon her. Could this be really Jennie Gerhardt, the washerwoman's daughter, she asked her​self, as she gazed in her mirror at the figure of a girl clad in blue velvet, with yellow French lace at her throat and upon her arms? Could these be her feet, clad in soft shapely shoes at ten dollars a pair, these her hands adorned with flashing jewels? What wonderful good fortune she was enjoying! And Lester promised that her mother would share in it. Tears sprang to her eyes at the thought.

It was Lester's pleasure in these days to see what he could do to make her look like some one truly worthy of him. He exercised his most careful judgement, and the result surprised even himself. People turned in the halls, in the dining-rooms, and on the street to gaze at Jennie.

"A stunning woman that man has with him," was a frequent comment.

Despite her altered state Jennie did not lose her judgement of life or her sense of perspective or proportion. She felt as though life were loaning her something which would be taken away after a while. There was no pretty vanity in her. Lester realized this as he watched her. He was half persuaded that he really, truly loved her.

 appointments - умови
 fripperies – прикраси
III Post-reading activities 
A.Match the words in Column A with their details in Column B.

	Column A
	Column B

	1. Where Lester and Jennie arrived
2. The type of hotel they stayed in
3. How Jennie felt about her new surroundings
4. Lester's taste in furnishings
5. What Lester bought for Jennie
6. How Jennie felt about the gifts
7. What people's reaction was to seeing Jennie
1. How Jennie viewed her new situation
	A. An exclusive apartment hotel 
B. New York 
C. Wonderful and illuminating 
D. Simple and elegant 
E. Gowns and fripperies 
F. Great pleasure 
G. They gazed at her 
H. As something temporary
.



B. Fill in the gaps using words from the word bank.
· New York
· exclusive
· wonderful
· elegant
· gowns
· jewels
· stunning
· loaning
Lester and Jennie arrived in ________________. They stayed in an ________________ apartment hotel. Jennie found the atmosphere ________________. Lester's taste was simple and ________________. He bought Jennie ________________ and fripperies. Jennie's hands were adorned with ________________. People thought Jennie was a ________________ woman. Jennie felt like life was ________________ her something.
C. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:
1. What was Lester's primary concern upon arriving in New York?
a) Finding entertainment b) Finding a place to stay c) Meeting new people d) Avoiding the crowds
2. What type of hotel did Lester choose?
a) A small, inexpensive hotel b) A large, bustling hotel c) An exclusive apartment hotel d) A family-run inn
3. How did Jennie feel about her new surroundings?
a) Uncomfortable and out of place b) Bored and unimpressed c) Wonderful and illuminating d) Anxious and worried
4. How would you describe Lester's personal taste?
a) Extravagant and flashy b) Simple and elegant c) Modern and minimalist d) Old-fashioned and cluttered
5. What did Lester buy for Jennie?
a) Books and artwork b) Furniture and decorations c) Gowns and fripperies d) Jewelry and antiques
6. What question did Jennie ask herself while looking in the mirror?
a) Where she would go next b) If she was truly happy c) If she was really the washerwoman's daughter d) What Lester's intentions were
7. What was Lester's motivation for buying Jennie gifts?
a) To show off his wealth b) To make her look worthy of him c) To repay her for a past favor d) To impress her mother
8. What was the public's reaction to seeing Jennie?
a) They ignored her. b) They criticized her appearance. c) They turned to gaze at her and commented on her beauty. d) They recognized her from her past.
9. How did Jennie view her new situation?
a) As a permanent change in her life b) As something temporary that could be taken away c) As a burden and responsibility d) As a chance to reinvent herself completely
10. What did Lester begin to feel for Jennie?
a) Pity b) Respect c) Love d) Lust
D. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.
	Column A
	Column B

	1. Encountering
2. Exclusive
3. Suite
4. Plunged
5. Illuminating
6. Vulgar
7. Appointments
8. Discrimination
9. Fripperies
10. Lavished
11. Adorned
12. Stunning
13. Perspective
14. Proportion
15. Vanity

	a. Showy or unnecessary ornaments. 
b. Bestowed something in generous or extravagant quantities. 
c. The ability to judge well; good taste. 
d. Furnishings or equipment. 
e. Common; lacking refinement or good taste. 
f. Providing or shedding light; enlightening. 
g. Thrust or forced quickly into something. 
h. A set of connected rooms used as a living unit. 
i. Restricted to a select group or class. j. Meeting someone unexpectedly. 
k. Made more beautiful or attractive. 
l. Extremely impressive or attractive. m. A particular attitude toward or way of regarding something; a point of view. 
n. A part, share, or number considered in comparative relation to a whole. 
o. Excessive pride in or admiration of one's own appearance or achievements.



E.Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.
1. Lester wanted to avoid ________________ people who knew him.
2. Jennie was ________________ into a world of luxury.
3. Lester's taste was always simple and ________________.
4. Jennie took pleasure in the ________________ he lavished upon her.
5. Her hands were ________________ with flashing jewels.
6. People commented that Jennie was a ________________ woman.
7. Jennie did not lose her sense of ________________ despite her changed circumstances.
8. Lester was half persuaded that he truly ________________ her.
F.For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym.
1. Exclusive (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
2. Wonderful (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
3. Altered (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
G.Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:
1. Accordingly
2. Inhabited
3. Discrimination
4. Good fortune
Example Answers:
1. Accordingly, Lester chose an exclusive hotel to avoid being recognized.
2. Jennie could scarcely believe she was in the same world she had inhabited before.
3. Lester bought Jennie gifts with discrimination and care.
4. Jennie felt she was experiencing wonderful good fortune.
IV Grammar 
A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. Their arrival ________________ (raise) an important question. a) raises b) raised c) is raising d) has raised
2. He ________________ (have) the cabman drive them. a) has b) had c) is having d) have
3. This atmosphere ________________ (be) so wonderful. a) is b) was c) has been d) will be
4. Jennie ________________ (take) keen pleasure. a) takes b) took c) is taking d) has taken
5. People ________________ (turn) to gaze at Jennie. a) turn b) turned c) are turning d) have turned
B. Choose the correct pronoun:
1. He surrounded ________________ with simple and elegant appointments. a) him b) himself c) he d) his
2. She asked ________________, "Could this be really Jennie Gerhardt?" a) her b) herself c) she d) hers
3. Lester promised that ________________ mother would share in it. a) her b) hers c) she d) herself
C. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
1. He had the cabman drive them to one of the hotels. The hotels were more exclusive. a) He had the cabman drive them to one of the hotels where were more exclusive. b) He had the cabman drive them to one of the more exclusive hotels. c) He had the cabman drive them to one of the hotels who were more exclusive. d) He had the cabman drive them to one of the hotels which were more exclusive.
D. Choose the correct form:
1. He exercised his most ________________ (careful) judgment. a) careful b) carefully c) more careful d) most carefully
2. She felt as though life were loaning her something which would be taken away after a ________________ (while). a) while b) whiles c) whiling d) whilst
E. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
1. New York was a very large place. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Adjective d) Adverb
2. Despite her altered state, Jennie did not lose her judgment. a) Noun b) Verb c) Preposition d) Adjective
F. Mark the following statements T ( true ) or F ( false ). Correct the false ones.

a) Lester Kane and Jennie came to New York.

b) They settled themselves for a stay of 3 or 4 weeks.

c) Jennie didn’t like the atmosphere into which she was plunged.

d) Lester Kane bought for Jennie what she needed.

e) Jennie was the washerwoman’s daughter.

f) People turned in the halls, in the dining-rooms and in the street to gaze at Lester.

g) Jennie had a sunning man with her. 

h) Lester was fully persuaded that he really loved her.
G. Complete the sentences using the information from the text:

1. New York was a very large place …

2. Lester Kane was …

3. Jennie took a keen pleasure in… 

4. Lester promised …

5. It was Lester’s  pleasure …

V Ceative tasks
A. Creative Writing "Jennie's
· Write a detailed account of Jennie's first day in New York City. Focus on her sensory experiences: what she sees, hears, smells, and feels. How does the city compare to her previous life? How does she react to the luxury of the hotel and the new clothes?
· Write the same day from Lester's perspective, focusing on his observations of Jennie and his own thoughts and feelings.
B. "The Mirror scene expanded"
· Expand on the scene where Jennie looks at herself in the mirror. Write an internal monologue that reveals her thoughts and feelings as she considers her transformation. Explore her conflicting emotions: wonder, disbelief, gratitude, and perhaps a hint of unease.
· Consider the symbolism of the mirror in this scene.
C. "A home letter"
· Write a letter from Jennie to her mother, describing her experiences in New York. How does she explain her new situation? What details does she choose to share? What are her hopes and concerns?
· Write a letter from Lester to a friend, discussing his relationship with Jennie and his reasons for bringing her to New York.
D. "A scene in the hotel dining room":
· Write a scene that takes place in the hotel dining room, focusing on the interactions between Jennie, Lester, and other guests. How do people react to Jennie? How does she behave? How does Lester handle the attention?
· Explore the social dynamics and unspoken rules of high society.
E. "Analyzing the 'loan' metaphor":
· Write a short essay analyzing Jennie's feeling that life is "loaning" her something. What does this metaphor suggest about her understanding of her situation? How does it relate to the themes of social class, change, and impermanence?
· Compare and contrast Jennie's perspective with Lester's.
F. "Modernizing the scenario":
· Rewrite the opening scene in a modern setting. How would Lester and Jennie's arrival in a modern city be different? What would be the equivalent of an exclusive apartment hotel today? How would their relationship and social dynamics be portrayed?
· Focus on the role of social media and public image in a modern context.
 VI Project activity "Designing Jennie's Gown" 
Design Jennie's blue velvet gown with yellow French lace. Students can sketch the dress, create a collage of fabric samples, or use digital design tools. They should pay attention to the details mentioned in the text and research fashion from the time period.
· Present your designs and explain your choices.
VII Extra activities
   A. Discussion “Social class and opportunity”:
· Discuss the concept of social class and how it can affect people's opportunities and experiences. How might Jennie's background as a "washerwoman's daughter" influence her perspective on her new circumstances?
· Discuss the idea of social mobility – the ability to move up or down the social ladder.
B. "Lester's motives":
· The text mentions that it was Lester's "pleasure" to make Jennie look worthy of him. Discuss what this statement suggests about his motives and his view of their relationship.
· Discuss the difference between genuine affection and a desire for social status or appearances.
C. "Life on loan":
· Jennie feels as though life is "loaning" her something. Discuss the meaning of this metaphor. What does it suggest about her understanding of her situation?
· Consider the idea of temporary happiness or borrowed experiences.
Text 14.
I Pre-reading tasks 

A. Watch the video https://youtu.be/vjZT48LKeLo?si=G6YT4bl5ku3e9uGL. Make a list of keywords connected to the story. 
B. Brainstorming “Illness and superstition”
· Discuss how people react to being ill. What kinds of thoughts and feelings do they experience? What are some common superstitions? Why do people believe in them?
· Say if you have any personal superstitions or know of any related to health or nature.
C. Visualizing “Ivy vines and autumn”
· Describe or visualize an ivy vine, especially one in autumn. What colors are the leaves? What happens to them as the season progresses? How does the image of falling leaves make them feel?
· Show pictures or videos of ivy vines, particularly those with autumn foliage.
D. Vocabulary Preview
· Dealing with challenging vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:
· Broth: a thin soup made by boiling meat or vegetables in water.
· Port wine: a sweet, fortified red wine.
· Statue: a carved or cast figure of a person or animal, especially one that is life-size or larger.
· Sailing down: descending gently and smoothly.
· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to illness, nature, or art.
4. Prediction “The connection between the leaves and Johnsy”:
· The text establishes a clear connection between the ivy leaves and Johnsy's condition. Ask students to predict what this connection might be. Why is she counting the leaves? What might happen when the last leaf falls?
· Write down their predictions. After reading compare their guesses to the actual story.
II Look at the title of the story. Say whether you know what it’s about. Read the text.

After "The Last Leaf by O. Henry

Johnsy's eyes were open wide. She was looking out the window and counting - counting backward.

"Twelve," she said, and a little later "eleven;" and then "ten, nine, eight, seven."

"What is it, dear?" asked Sue.

"Six," said Johnsy, in almost a whisper. "They're falling faster now. Three days ago there were almost a hundred. It made my head ache to count them. But now it's easy. There goes another one. There are only five left now."

"Five what, dear? Tell me."

'"Leaves. On the ivy vine. When the last one falls I must go, too. I've known that for three days. Didn't the doctor tell you ?"

"Oh, I never heard of such nonsense," complained Sue. "What have old ivy leaves to do with your getting well? And you used to love that vine, so, you naughty girl. Don't be silly. Why, the doctor told me this morning that your chances for getting well real soon were - let's see exactly what he said - he said the chances were ten to one! Why, that's almost as good a chance as we have in New York when we ride on the street cars or walk past a new building. Try to take some broth now, and let Sue go back to her drawing, so she can sell it to the editor and buy port wine for her sick child, and pork chops for herself."

"You needn't get any more wine," said Johnsy, keeping her eyes fixed out the window. "There goes another. No, I don't want any broth. I want to see the last one fall before it gets dark. Then I'll go too."

"Johnsy, dear," said Sue, bending over her, "will you promise me to keep your eyes closed, and not look out the window until I am done working? I must hand those drawings in by tomorrow. I need the light, or I would draw the shade down."

"Couldn't you draw in the other room?" asked Johnsy, coldly.

"I'd rather be here by you," said Sue. "Besides, I don't want you to keep looking at those silly ivy leaves."

"Tell me as soon as you have finished," said Johnsy, closing her eyes, and lying white and still as a fallen statue, "because I want to see the last one fall. I'm tired of waiting. I'm tired of thinking. I want to go sailing down, down, just like one of those poor, tired leaves."
III Post-reading activities
A. Match the words in Column A (Descriptions) with their details in Column B.

	Column A
	Column B

	1. What Johnsy was doing
2. What Johnsy was counting
3. How many leaves were left at one point
4. What Johnsy believed would happen when the last leaf fell
5. What Sue told Johnsy about her chances of getting well
6. What Sue needed to do
7. What Johnsy wanted to see
8. How Johnsy looked while waiting

	A. Counting backward 
B. Leaves on the ivy vine 
C. Five 
D. She would die 
E. Ten to one 
F. Finish her drawings 
G. The last leaf fall 
H. White and still as a fallen statue



 
B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:
1. What is Johnsy doing at the beginning of the passage?
a) Sleeping b) Talking to Sue c) Looking out the window and counting backward d) Reading a book
2. What is Johnsy counting?
a) The hours b) The days c) The leaves on the ivy vine d) The number of people passing by
3. What does Johnsy believe will happen when the last leaf falls?
a) She will get better. b) She will move to a new house. c) She will die. d) She will go outside.
4. What does Sue tell Johnsy about her chances of getting well?
a) They are very slim. b) They are ten to one. c) She doesn't know what the doctor said. d) They are improving rapidly.
5. What does Sue need to do to earn money?
a) Go to work at a hospital b) Sell her drawings to an editor c) Borrow money from a friend d) Ask the doctor for help
6. What does Johnsy say about the wine?
a) She wants more wine. b) She doesn't need any more wine. c) She wants Sue to drink the wine. d) She wants to sell the wine.
7. Why does Sue need the light?
a) To read to Johnsy b) To draw c) To find her medicine d) To keep Johnsy company
8. What does Johnsy ask Sue to do when she finishes working?
a) Read to her b) Tell her c) Leave the room d) Close the window
9. How does Johnsy describe what she wants to do when the last leaf falls?
a) Fly away like a bird b) Go sailing down, down, like a leaf c) Disappear into thin air d) Turn into a statue
10. What is Johnsy's overall mood in this passage?
a) Hopeful and optimistic b) Angry and frustrated c) Resigned and accepting of death d) Excited about the future
C. Fill in the gaps using words from the word bank.
· backward
· leaves
· nonsense
· broth
· window
· statue
· tired
· ten
Johnsy was counting ________________. She was counting ________________ on the ivy vine. Sue called Johnsy's belief ________________. Sue wanted Johnsy to take some ________________. The doctor said Johnsy's chances were ________________ to one. Johnsy wanted to see the last leaf fall before it got dark and was looking out of the ________________. Johnsy lay still as a fallen ________________. Johnsy said she was ________________ of waiting and thinking.
IV Vocabulary tasks 
A. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.
Column A (Words)
	Column A
	Column B

	1. Whisper
2. Nonsense
3. Broth
4. Port wine
5. Coldly
6. Statue
7. Sailing

	a. A thin soup made by boiling meat or vegetables in water. 
b. In an unfriendly or indifferent manner. 
c. A sweet, fortified red wine. 
d. To move smoothly and effortlessly. e. Spoken very softly using one's breath without vibration of the vocal cords. 
f. Foolish or meaningless words or ideas. 
g. A carved or cast figure of a person or animal, especially one that is life-size or larger.


B. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.
1. Johnsy spoke in almost a ________________.
2. Sue told Johnsy her belief about the leaves was ________________.
3. Sue wanted to buy ________________ for Johnsy.
4. Johnsy lay as still as a fallen ________________.
5. Johnsy wanted to go ________________ down like a leaf.
C. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym.
1. Tired (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
2. Coldly (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
3. Silly (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
D. Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:
1. Counting backward
2. Ivy vine
3. Chances
4. Hand in
Example Answers:
1. Johnsy was counting backward from twelve, focusing on the diminishing number of leaves.
2. The ivy vine outside the window became a symbol of Johnsy's fading hope.
3. Sue told Johnsy her chances of recovery were good.
4. Sue needed to hand in her drawings by the next day to earn money.
V. Grammar 
A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. Johnsy ________________ (look) out the window. 
a) looks b) looked c) is looking d) has looked
2. They ________________ (fall) faster now. 
a) fall b) fell c) are falling d) have fallen
3. I ________________ (know) that for three days. 
a) know b) knew c) am knowing d) have known
4. Sue ________________ (complain), "I never heard of such nonsense." 
a) complains b) complained c) is complaining d) has complained
5. I ________________ (want) to see the last one fall. 
a) want b) wanted c) am wanting d) have wanted
B. Choose the correct pronoun:
1. What is ________________ dear? 
a) it b) this c) that d) there
2. I need the light, or I would draw the shade ________________. 
a) up b) down c) over d) away
3. I'd rather be here by ________________.
a) you b) yourself c) yours d) your
C. Choose the correct conjunction:
1. When the last one falls I must go, ________________. 
a) and b) but c) too d) so
2. I need the light, ________________ I would draw the shade down. 
a) and b) but c) or d) so
D. Choose the correct form:
1. Johnsy spoke ________________ (almost) a whisper. 
a) almost b) most c) more d) mostly
2. Johnsy asked ________________ (cold). 
a) cold b) coldly c) colder d) coldest
E. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
1. She was looking out the window. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Preposition d) Adjective
F. Mark the following statements T ( true ) or F ( false ). Correct the false ones.

a) Johnsy was counting forward.

b) Sue was ill.

c) Three days ago there were almost a hundred leaves.

d) There were only five leaves on the ivy vine then.

e) The old ivy leaves had nothing to do with Sue getting well.

f) Johnsy’s chances for getting well were ten to two.

g) Sue wanted to sell her drawing.

h) Sue had to hand these drawings in by the next week.

i) Johnsy wanted to see the last leaf fall.

j) Johnsy didn’t close her eyes and looked out the window.
VII  Creative tasks 
A. Creative Writing "Johnsy's thoughts"
· Write an internal monologue from Johnsy's perspective as she watches the leaves fall. Explore her thoughts and feelings about her illness, the ivy vine, and her belief that she will die when the last leaf falls. What memories or regrets might she have?
· Write two monologues: one earlier in the day when there are more leaves, and one later when only a few remain.
B. "A Conversation with the doctor"
· Write a conversation between Sue and the doctor about Johnsy's condition. How does the doctor explain Johnsy's mental state? What advice does he give Sue? How does Sue react to his assessment?
· Write the conversation from the doctor's perspective, focusing on his professional observations and concerns.
C. "The ivy vine's story"
· Write a short story from the perspective of the ivy vine. What has it "seen" outside the window? How does it "feel" the changing seasons? What does it "think" about Johnsy and her connection to its leaves?
· Focus on the vine's sensory experiences (wind, rain, sunlight) and its observations of the world outside the window.
D. "Expanding the scene – what happens next?":
· Continue the story from the point where Johnsy is lying still, waiting for the last leaf to fall. What happens next? Does the last leaf fall? How do Sue and Johnsy react?
E. "Analyzing the symbolism of the leaves":
· Write a short essay analyzing the symbolism of the ivy leaves in the text. What do they represent? How does this symbol contribute to the story's themes of hope, despair, and the connection between humans and nature?
·  Compare the symbolism of the leaves to other symbols of mortality or change in literature or art.
F. "Modernizing the scenario":
· Rewrite the scene in a modern setting. How would Johnsy's illness and her connection to the outside world be different today? What might replace the ivy vine as a symbol of her fading hope? How would Sue's role as a friend and caregiver be portrayed?
· Explore the impact of technology and social media on the characters' experiences.
VIII Project ativity "Sue's Sketchbook" 
Imagine Sue's sketchbook. What kind of drawings would she be working on? How might her art reflect her emotions about Johnsy's illness and her own anxieties about providing for them? Students can create actual sketches or simply describe the contents of the sketchbook.
· Focus on the use of color, line, and composition to convey emotion.
Text 15.
I Pre-reading tasks 

A. Watch the video https://youtu.be/7toqzP16H4c?si=_08kAeq2PfbuEDwX
Say what story by A. C. Doyle is your favourite one and why.
Think of life of the writer and point out the most fruitful period of his literary activity. 
B. Brainstorming “The challenges of starting a career”:
· Discussing the challenges people face when starting a new career, especially in competitive fields. What are some common difficulties? How do people try to overcome these obstacles?
· Consider specific professions (like medicine, law, or business) and brainstorm the unique challenges associated with each.
C. Character speculation “Tom waterhouse Crabbe”:
· Based on the first paragraph, what impression do students get of Tom Crabbe? What do words like "bold originality," "convincing earnestness," and "spasmodically" suggest about his personality and work habits?
· Predict what kind of challenges someone with these characteristics might face in their career.
3. Vocabulary preview:
· Dealing with some potentially challenging vocabulary words from the text discuss their meanings in context:
· Spasmodically: occurring in irregular bursts.
· Antiquated: old-fashioned or outdated.
· Fogies: old-fashioned or conservative people.
· Crisis: a time of intense difficulty or danger.
· Colleagues: people with whom one works, especially in a profession.
· Practitioner: a person who practices a profession.
· Convulsions: sudden, violent, irregular movement of a limb or the body, caused by involuntary contraction of muscles.
· Use the new vocabulary in their own sentences related to careers, challenges, or social situations.
4. Prediction:
· The text mentions that Mrs. Crabbe sent a telegram because her husband was "far from well." Ask students to predict what might be wrong with him. Is it a physical illness, a mental health issue, or something else entirely? The mention of "continued anxiety" and "expenses" provides clues.
· Write down their predictions. After reading, they can compare their guesses to the actual story.
II. Read the text. Say whether Crabbe’s practice was a success.
After "Crabbe s Practice" by Arthur Conan Doyle

Tom Waterhouse Crabbe, a student of medicine, was a man whom it was not easy to forget if you had once come across him. There was a bold originality in his thought, and a convincing earnestness in his mode of expressing it, which pointed to something higher than mere clever​ness. He studied spasmodically and irregularly, yet he was one of the first men of his year.

Crabbe took his degree a year before I did, and went down to a large port in England with the intention of setting up there. Crabbe went down with his young degree, and a still younger wife. I was act​ing as assistant to a medical man in Manchester, and heard little from my former friend.

One day to my surprise I received a telegram from Mrs. Crabbe begging me to run down to them and see her husband, for he was far from well. Having obtained leave of absence from my principal, I start​ed by the next train, seriously anxious about my friend. Mrs. Crabbe met me at the station. She told me Tom was getting very much broken down by continued anxiety: the expenses of keeping up his establish​ment were heavy, and patients were few. He wished my advice and knowledge of practical work to guide him in his crisis.

After dinner the three of us held a solemn council of war, in which he laid before me all his difficulties. "What in the world am I to do?" he said. "If I could make myself known it would be all right, but no one seems to look at my door-plate, and the place is over​stocked with doctors. I wouldn't mind if these other colleagues of mine were good specialists, but they are not. They are all antiquated old fogies at least half a century behind the day."

"Get your name known and write," said I.

"But what on earth am I to write about?" asked Crabbe. "If a man has no cases, how in the world is he to describe them?"

"Couldn't you invent a case just to raise the wind? For exam​ple, how would this read in tomorrow's newspaper? - "Painful occur​rence in George Street. - As people were leaving George Street Cathe​dral after the morning service, they were horrified to see a handsome, fashionably dressed gentleman stagger and fall senseless upon the pave​ment. He was taken up and carried in terrible convulsions into the sur​gery of the well-known practitioner, Doctor Crabbe, who had been promptly upon the spot. We are happy to state that, owing to the skilful attention which the gentleman received, who is a distinguished visitor in our city, he is now rapidly recovering."

"Splendid, just splendid!" exclaimed Crabbe. "Well, my boy, I am your fashionably dressed gentleman, and I promise you they won't carry me into someone else's surgery!"

 old fogy – старомодна людина
 to raise the wind – роздобути засоби

III Post-reading activities 
A. Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.
	Column A
	Column B

	1. Tom Crabbe's profession
2. Where Crabbe set up his practice
3. Who sent the telegram
4. What was causing Crabbe's anxiety
5. What Crabbe said about other doctors
6. What the narrator suggested Crabbe do
7. What the narrator suggested Crabbe write about
8. Crabbe's reaction to the narrator's suggestion

	A. A large port in England 
B. Mrs. Crabbe 
C. Medical doctor/student of medicine D. Invent a case 
E. Write and get his name known 
F. Expenses and few patients 
G. They are antiquated old fogies 
H. He exclaimed "Splendid, just splendid!"



B. Do a multiple-choice test based on the provided text:
1. What was Tom Waterhouse Crabbe's profession?
a) A writer b) A lawyer c) A medical doctor d) A businessman
2. Where did Crabbe set up his practice?
a) Manchester b) London c) A large port in England d) George Street
3. Who contacted the narrator?
a) Tom Crabbe b) A colleague of Crabbe's c) Mrs. Crabbe d) A patient of Crabbe's
4. What was causing Crabbe's distress?
a) A serious illness b) Financial difficulties due to a lack of patients c) A disagreement with his wife d) Trouble with his colleagues
5. What did Crabbe say about the other doctors in his area?
a) They were excellent specialists. b) They were friendly and helpful. c) They were antiquated and outdated. d) They were too busy to help him.
6. What was the narrator's first piece of advice to Crabbe?
a) To move his practice b) To lower his fees c) To get his name known and write d) To specialize in a particular area of medicine
7. What did the narrator suggest Crabbe invent?
a) A new medical technique b) A fictional medical case c) A new type of medicine d) A story about his past
8. What was the setting of the invented case?
a) A hospital b) A courtroom c) George Street Cathedral d) A private residence
9. Who did Crabbe say he would be in the invented case?
a) The patient b) The attending physician c) A witness d) A member of the clergy
10. What was Crabbe's overall reaction to the narrator's suggestion?
a) He was offended. b) He was hesitant. c) He was enthusiastic. d) He was skeptical.
C. Fill in the gaps using words from the word bank.
· medicine
· telegram
· anxiety
· patients
· antiquated
· write
· invent
· surgery
Tom Crabbe was a student of ________________. The narrator received a ________________ from Mrs. Crabbe. Tom was broken down by ________________. He had few ________________. He called other doctors ________________ old fogies. The narrator told Crabbe to get his name known and ________________. The narrator suggested Crabbe ________________ a case. The invented case involved Crabbe's ________________.
IV Vocabulary
A. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the text.
1. Crabbe studied ________________ and irregularly.
2. The narrator received a ________________ from Mrs. Crabbe.
3. Crabbe was broken down by continued ________________.
4. The place was ________________ with doctors.
5. The narrator suggested Crabbe ________________ a case.
6. The gentleman fell ________________ upon the pavement.
B. For each word, provide a synonym and an antonym.
1. Originality (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
2. Earnestness (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
3. Anxious (Synonym: _________________; Antonym: _________________)
C. Write a sentence using each of the following words, demonstrating your understanding of their meaning in the story:
1. Setting up (a practice)
2. Council of war
3. Door-plate
4. Raise the wind
Example Answers:
1. Crabbe went to the port town with the intention of setting up a medical practice.
2. The three of them held a council of war to discuss Crabbe's financial difficulties.
3. Because no one was coming to his door-plate, Crabbe was not getting any patients.
4. The narrator suggested that Crabbe invent a case to raise the wind and attract attention.
V. Grammar 
A. Choose the correct verb form:
1. There ________________ (be) a bold originality in his thought. 
a) is b) was c) has been d) will be
2. He ________________ (study) spasmodically and irregularly. 
a) studies b) studied c) is studying d) has studied
3. Crabbe ________________ (take) his degree a year before I did. 
a) takes b) took c) is taking d) has taken
4. I ________________ (act) as assistant in Manchester. 
a) act b) acted c) am acting d) have acted
5. I ________________ (receive) a telegram. 
a) receive b) received c) am receiving d) have received
6. He ________________ (wish) my advice. 
a) wishes b) wished c) is wishing d) has wished
7. They ________________ (be) horrified to see the gentleman fall. 
a) are b) were c) have been d) will be
8. He ________________ (exclaim), "Splendid, just splendid!" 
a) exclaims b) exclaimed c) is exclaiming d) has exclaimed
B. Choose the correct pronoun:
1. It was not easy to forget ________________ if you had once come across him. a) him b) he c) himself d) his
2. He wished ________________ advice. 
a) my b) mine c) me d) myself
3. They won't carry ________________ into someone else's surgery. 
a) me b) myself c) mine d) I
C. Combine the sentences using a relative clause:
Crabbe was a man. It was not easy to forget him. 

a) Crabbe was a man who it was not easy to forget. 
b) Crabbe was a man whom it was not easy to forget. 
c) Crabbe was a man which it was not easy to forget. 
d) Crabbe was a man what it was not easy to forget.
D. Choose the correct form:
1. If I ________________ (make) myself known, it would be all right. 
a) make b) made c) will make d) would make
E. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word:
1. He studied spasmodically and irregularly. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Adjective d) Adverb
2. He was taken up and carried into the surgery. 
a) Noun b) Verb c) Preposition d) Adverb
F. Put the sentences in the right order:

a) One day I received a telegram from Mrs. Crabbe.

b) He studied spasmodically and irregularly, yet he was one of the first men of his year.

c) He wished my advice and knowledge of practical work, to guide him in his crisis.

d) Tom Waterhouse Crabbe, a student of medicine, was a man whom it was not easy to forget if you had once come across him.

e) After dinner the three of us held a solemn council of war.

G. Tick three things that had to make Crabbe’s practice successful:

a) a good advert;

b) to cure smb of smth;

c) the invention of a case;

d) his friend’s falling;

e) the invention of some medicine.

VII. Creative tasks
A. Creative Writing "Mrs. Crabbe's telegram"
· Write the text of the telegram Mrs. Crabbe sent to the narrator. Focus on the urgency of the situation and the emotions she might have been feeling. What specific words would she choose to convey her concern?
· Write a short scene from Mrs. Crabbe's perspective describing the events leading up to her decision to send the telegram.
B. "A day in Crabbe's surgery”
· Describe a typical day in Crabbe's surgery before the narrator's visit and the invented incident. Focus on the atmosphere, the lack of patients, and Crabbe's demeanor. What details would create a sense of his frustration and despair?
· Contrast this with a description of the surgery after the newspaper story, imagining how things might have changed.
C. "The newspaper article”
· Expand the invented newspaper report. Add more details about the "distinguished visitor," the reactions of the crowd, and Crabbe's actions. What details would make the story more convincing and dramatic?
· Write a follow-up article a few days later, perhaps with an "interview" with Crabbe or the recovering gentleman.
D. "The 'Council of war dialogue"
· Expand the dialogue of the "solemn council of war." Explore the conversation in more detail, including the narrator's reasoning behind his suggestion and Crabbe's initial hesitations or concerns.
· Write the scene as a play script, focusing on the characters' interactions and body language.
E. "Crabbe's diary entry"
· Write a diary entry from Crabbe's perspective after the "incident" has taken place. How does he feel about deceiving the public? Is he relieved, guilty, or a mixture of both? Does he believe his actions were justified?
· Write a diary entry from before the incident, detailing his growing desperation and his thoughts about his failing practice.
F. "Modernizing the scenario"
· Rewrite the story in a modern setting. How would Crabbe's situation be different as a modern doctor? How would he try to attract patients in the age of social media and online reviews? What would be the modern equivalent of inventing a case?
· Explore the ethical challenges of marketing medical services in the digital age.
Extra activities
A. Discussion “The importance of reputation and networking”
· Discuss the importance of reputation and networking in professional success. How do people build a good reputation? Why is it important to know the right people?
· Discuss the ethics of self-promotion and the difference between legitimate marketing and misleading advertising.
B. "Inventing a case"
· The narrator suggests that Crabbe "invent a case" to get his name known. Discuss the ethical implications of this suggestion. Is it acceptable to fabricate stories to achieve professional success? What are the potential consequences?
· Explore other, more ethical ways that Crabbe could try to attract patients.
C. "Newspaper headlines"
· The narrator creates a fictional newspaper headline. Brainstorm other possible headlines related to medical emergencies or unusual events. This can help you understand the style and tone of newspaper writing.
· Write short news reports based on their headlines.
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