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THE STRUCTURE OF THE GENDER CULTURE
OF JUNIOR SCHOOLCHILDREN

CTPYKTYPA TEHJEPHOI KYJbTYPU
MOJOJHINX HIKOJISAPIB

Anomauyin. Poszenanymo npoyec ¢hopmyeanHs reHOepHoi Kyibmypu y Mo-
JI0OUWOMY WIKITbHOMY BIYi, 8UABNIEHO 0COONUBOCTI CIMPYKMYPU [eHOEPHOI KYilb-
MYpU HA PI3HUX BIKOBUX emanax, O0CHIONCEHO 83AEMUHU OI8UAM [ XTONYI8 YbO2O
BIKY, BU3HAYEHO Kpumepii KOCHIMUBHO20, eMOYILIHO20 MA NOBEOTHKOBO20 KOM-
NOHEHMIB TeHOEPHOI KYIbmypu, 8UOLIeHO Mpu pPieHi chopmosarHocmi renoep-
HOI KyIbmypu 6 Y4Hi6 NOYAmKOGUX KIACI6.

Dopmyeanhs reHOepHOi KYIbmypu MOIOOWUX WKOJIAPIE Y PO3ZGUMKY 0CO-
oucmocmi OUMUHU € OOHOYACHO NPOYECOM COYIANbHUM MA THOUBIOYATbHUM. 3
00H020 OOKY — ye HAOymmsi 3HaHb NPO 2eHOEPHI POIli, 3AC80EHH CMAMEBO-
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PONILOBUX HOPM, NPABUTL NOBEOIHKU, NPUUHAMUX Y COYIAIbHOMY 008K, d 3 iH-
U020 — npoyec po3BUMKY CYMHICHO20 «S» OumuHU, YceiO0OMIeHHSA 6lIACHOI TeH-
0epHOI I0eHMUYHOCMI, PO3BUMOK MACKYIIHHOCMI/(heMiHHOCmI ma 6MIHHA 3a-
cmocogyeamu pisHi munu nogedinku. /logedeno, wo yeil npoyec bazamozpa-
HHUL, cynepeunusuil, Ounamivnuil. Hessaxcarouu Ha cmanicmos npupooHoi ou-
Gepenyiayii cmameti, cnonmanmy cezpecayiro disuam i X10nYis, 6i0N0GIOHO 00
Kol cneyughika KOJCHOI cmami cmae oYeBUOHONW (XIONYi — CUNbHI, XOPOOpI
mowjo, diguamxa — Kpacuei, 000pi moujo), 8UX08AHHSL 2eHOEPHOI KYIbMypU GU-
Mazae 6i0 KOMCHO20 XN0NYs | Oi8UUHU MOJIOOUL020 WIKLILHOZO GIKY GHYMPIUL-
Hb020 HANPYIICEHHS, OCMUCTEHHS [THOUBIOYAIbHUX TEeHOEPHUX 0coOau8ocmell,
€B020 JHCIHOU020/40110814020 00pa3y «Ax.

Ananiz Haykosux nioxoodie 00 BU3HAYEHHS NOKA3HUKIE TeHOePHOI K)ibmypu
NOKA3a8, WO, He3ANEHCHO 8i0 0COONUBOCIEN KOHCHO20 OOCTIONCEHHS, 8 OCHOBY
Kpumepiie ma nOKa3HUKi6 reHOepHoi Kyibmypu NOKIA0eHO BUMID KOSHIMUBHOI,
YIHHICHOI ma nogediHK08oi cghep y Konmexkcmi reHOepHUxX npoobeMm.

Cmpykmypy 1eHOepHOi KyIbmypu MOI0OWUX WKOAAPIE NPeodCmasieHo
MPbOMA KOMNOHEHMAMU. KOSHIMUBHUM, KpUMEPIAMU AKO20 € CEHOPMOBAHI
TeHOepHi 3HAHHs MA YAGIEHHs, eMOYIUHO-YIHHICHUM, Kpumepiil K020 8i0oopa-
Jlcae cqhopmosarne YiHHICHe CMABIEHHsT 00 CBOEL MA NPOMUNENCHOI cmamiy;
NOBEOIHKOBUM, KPUMEPIAMU K020 € 6MIHHA MA HABUYKU OOMPUMYBAMUCS TeH-
O0epHoi pisnocmi ma uyinocmi y ¢3aemunax. Ha ocnosi po3pobnrenux Kpume-
Piis ma ix nOKa3HUKI8 8UBHAYEHO MPU PIHI (BUCOKULL, CepeOHill, HU3bKULL) cPop-
MOBAHOCHI TeHOEPHOI KYIbmypU MOIOOUUX WUKOIADIE.

Knrwowuosi cnoesa: renoepri yinnocmi, MOR0OWUL WKIIbHUL GIK, TeHOep-
He GUXOBAHHS, CMPYKMYPA [eHOEPHOL KYIbmypUu, 6MIHHSI MA HAGUKU MIJCIeH-
0epHoi 83aEMO0ii, KOMNOHEHMU [eHOEPHOI KYIbmYpu.

The formulation of the problem. At present the special attention is
paid to the process of gender culture formation, caused by many reasons, among
which can be mentioned such as acceleration, poor awareness of juveniles with
sex development, leveling of moral values etc. Besides there are contradic-
tions between the requirements for gender upbringing and inability of several
social institutions to perform educational functions. That’s why the problem
of personality’s gender culture formation is extremely important nowadays.

Gender culture formation of younger pupils during educational activity
at primary school we regrd as a process of harmonization of gender relations
between girls and boys as representatives of male and female constituent parts
of society, which have equal possibilities of self-realization, self-expression,
self-assertion, performing of social and educational roles, despite different phy-
siological, psychological and individual peculiarities. The actuality of our inves-
tigation is caused first of all by potential possibilities of general schools as to
gender upbringing of pupils and their insufficient use at educational process.

The Analysis of the Latest Investigations and Publications. As we
talk about junior school age, when the need for self-assertion as of the sex
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representative is being formed in the process of interaction, the basis for
moral orientations of gender socialization is built, spontaneous engagement
into a system of gender values takes place, the basis for accumulation of such
knowledge as equality, parity, uniformity, formation of gender competitive-
nesses of boys and girls is formed — we regrad it necessary to use theoretical
and practical aspects of gender culture formation, which were investigated by
V. Kravets, O. Kikinedzhi, T. Hovorun, O. llyina, S. Vykhor, T. Buturlym. The
scientific investigation of gender culture has shown, that the specificity of
gender culture formation of a younger pupil lies in age and psycho-physio-
logical peculiarities (Jacobsen, de Mello, Kochhann, & Fonseca, 2017, p. 408).
The social role of a pupil, which is mastered by child, can be chracterized by
flexibility of sex and role behaviour, that approaches it to androgynous one
(Allison & Ralston, 2017). That’s why junior school age is the most sensational
in the context of the egalitarian gender representations formation based on
their practical, intellectual and spiritual comprehension.

The aim of the article — on the basis of psychological and pedagogical
sources’ analysis to reveal the structure of elementary school students’ gender
culture.

In our investigation we based on the understanding that the formation
of gender culture of junior students at child’s personality development is si-
multaneously social and individual process. On the one hand — it is gaining of
knowledge about gender roles, mastering of sex-role norms, rules of conduct
accepted in the social environment, and on the other hand — it is a process of
child’s self-concept development, realization of gender identity, development
of masculinity/femininity and ability to use different types of conduct. This
process is multifaceted, contradictory and dynamic. Despite stability of natural
differentiation of sexes, spontaneous segregation of girls and boys, according
to which specificity of each gender is obvious (boys are strong, brave etc., girls
are beautiful, kind etc.), upbringing of gender culture demands inner strain
from each boy and girl of junior school age, their comprehension of indivi-
dual gender characteristics and their feminine/ masculine self-concept (Molano
& Jones, 2017, p. 14).

We may judge about the level of gender culture by the levels of its struc-
tural components formation.

In several investigations the characteristics of gender culture’s structure
at different age stages is presented. In the structure of the gender culture of
older teenagers S. Vykhor distinguishes:

— a cognitive component, which is determined by the focus on sexual
identity formation of the person on the basis of a self-concept as a represen-
tative of a particular sex representative, of gender roles content and modern
gender stereotypes, of feminine and masculine peculiarities;
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— an emotional-value component — recognition of the priority of univer-
sal values and equal possibilities for people of different genders, orientation
on partner interaction and egalitarian marriage;

— a behavioral component — causes the realization of the learned mo-
dels of gender roles implementation in their own lives through the training of
appropriate actions in atypical for this gender activities, training in expressions
of respect for another gender and adequate interpersonal communication (Vyhor,
20086, p. 26).

On the basis of pupils-teenagers’ gender culture formation V. Baydala
suggests such structural components:

— a cognitive one, which means presence of correct ideas about physio-
logical, psychological and social-role peculiarities of a man and of a woman,
about his/her own gender role, about rules of gender-role behaviour in the society;

— an emotional-value component, which can be characterized by for-
mation of humanistic gender attitudes, postive feelings caused by the fact of
realization of own destination as of a biological and social creature;

— an individual-behavioral component as capability to elaborate own
gender-role behavior in accordance with the gender expectations of the so-
ciety, a demonstration of the desire to improve interaction with represen-
tatives of both sexes on the basis of the expression of mutual respect and
tolerance (Baidala, 2013, pp. 6-7).

A. Dorokhina (2006) emphasizes the fact that gender culture involves
the formation of ideas about the life destination of men and women, the
disclosure of male and female physiological, psychological characteristics. And
the establishment of the correct relationship between a boy and a girl is supposed
to be the criterion for determining the level of gender culture formation.

Tha analysis of scientific approaches to gender culture indicators esta-
blishing has shown that regardless peculiarities of each investigation the basis
for criteria and indicators of gender culture is formed by dimension of cogni-
tive, value and behavioral spheres in the context of gender issues.

So, according to the theoretical principles of gender upbringing, in our
research we have distinguished generally accepted components of gender cul-
ture: cognitive, emotional-value and behavioral. But the criteria and indica-
tors of different levels of junior pupils’ gender culture formation have been
developed according to the subject of our investigation.

The gender culture of junior pupils we define as a subjectively defined
system of values, gender knowledge, gender-role norms of behavior that pro-
mote the realization of different gender pupils’ abilities as equal social entities,
form gender qualities of the individual, determine the choice of the correct
strategy of pupils’ gender identity.

The cognitive component at forming of the investigated chracterisctic is
important. As O. Kikinezhdi (2013) writes: «the way to gender culture is laid
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through gender apprehension (awareness)». L. Stolyarchuk concludes that the
gender culture formation is performed not through educational disciplines mas-
tering, but through the understanding of the surrounding world. It is essential
for the child to understand the organization of mutual relations between people
of different genders, especially at solving definite problems (Stolyarchuk,
1999, p. 56). That’s why the more the child knows about gender roles of men
and women, cultural and moral norms, rules, the more consciously he treats
himself and others, the more flexible he is evaluating and perception of gender
stereotypes. Taking into account the foregoing, we have determined that the
criterion of the cognitive component is gender knowledge and its represen-
tation.

Values are one of the most important elements of culture, that’s why
the emotional-value component occupies an importanat place in the structure
of gender culture. This component reveals the perception of own gender-ap-
propriate self-concept, evaluation of peculiarities, «advantages and disadvan-
tages» of sexes as a standard in constructing gender identity/self-identity.
V. Kravets supposes that the formation of a generalized self-esteem of girls
and boys is the core of personality at junior school age. The gender self-con-
cept arises as a result of the organization of value-semantic coordinates related to
the realization and experience of oneself as a boy/girl into a single system of
representations and self-adaptations. Treating of men and women and their
evaluation form so-called benchmark at gender self-concept constructing
(Kravets, 2011, p. 135).

The investigation of relations’ formation between girls and boys show,
that in the light of gender representations, they evaluate behavior and actions
of each other. L. Bozhovych indicates, that «emotional-value relations are the
first thing, which the child learns from important adult people and it influences
his/her actions in the space of future social relations» (Kikinezhdi, 2013, p. 112).
That is why everything that can be qualified as «a value» should be included
in to the child’s life through the content, forms of gender upbringing, providing
emotional regulation (concern, emotional affinity, trust) of relations with the
people of the opposite sex, forming the system of value orientations, needs,
motives of the child of junior school age.

So, we determine gender values as the criterion of the emotional-value
component. Mastering of gender culture values enables realization of self-
concept, building of harmonious relations, egalitarian relations with the opposite
Sex representatives.

The third, behavioral component of gender culture contains schemes,
rules, norms, standards, models of behaviour, which junior pupils demonstrate.
V. Mukhina notes, that junior pupils not only realize their belonging to a de-
finite gender, but also aspire to establish themselves as women or men (Mun-
tian, 2004, p. 14). In school group children master the skills of interaction with
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people who are with them at one hierarchical level, work out and fix patterns
of relationships with their own and with the opposite sex.

Gender behaviour expresses the system of attitudes in external reaction
of personality through the «gender display» (diversity of displays (manifesta-
tions) connected with the norms of male and female actions and interactions
suggested by the society) (Shevchenko, 2013, p. 254). The behavioral compo-
nent represents the compliance of the child’s behavior to the norms, values
and rules of intergender communication and interaction, the ability to realize
and to implement the gained gender knowledge through the establishment of
tolerant, coherent, gender-neutral interaction stereotypes. This provides the
basis to determine the abilities and skills of intergender interaction as the
criterion of the behavioral component.

So, the content of gender culture means the mastering of gender know-
ledge, the formation of an adequate emotional evaluation of one’s own and of
the opposite sex, building effective interpersonal communication and interaction,
as well as awareness of the relevant moral norms and rules to be followed.
So, the components of gender culture are interrelated and interdependent. It may
be concluded that the structure of junior pupils’ gender culture has formed
proper gender knowledge and ideas, values and skills of interaction.

In accordance with the above-mentioned components and criteria, the
indicators of gender culture formation of younger schoolchildren have been
developed.

For the criterion «gender knowledge and ideas» we have chosen: aware-
ness of gender roles; understanding of the equality of genders; the ability to
perceive a variety of gender manifestations. The criterion «gender values» is
reveled through such indicators: self-perception, integrity of self-concept by
gender; notion about «ideal female» and «ideal male» characteristics; orienta-
tion to gender convergence (gender convergence is the phenomenon opposite
to gender segregation, the desire of two opposing sexes to participate in joint
activities, communication, friendship, etc.) (Bendas, 2008, p. 87).

We have chosen such indicators of abilities and skills of gender inte-
raction: self-identification according to masculine and feminine types; formation
of skills of tolerant, equal interaction; orientation to partner, egalitarian rela-
tions. The mentioned structural components, criteria and indicators of junior
pupils’ gender culture have given the basis to distinguish three levels of forma-
tion of investigated personality’s characteristics and to evaluate them.

The high level is chracterized by the fact that gender knowledge and
ideas correspond to egalitarian principles, the differentiation of gender roles
according gender features is absent. Junior pupils can adequately realize
themselves as representatives of particular sex, show their positive treatment
to peers of the opposite sex. Emotional-value judgements are based on ega-
litarian value attitudes. Pupils know the rules of gender interaction on parity
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principles and keep to them in their everyday life. Besides their skills of
equal and compliant attitudes to each other have been formed.

The schematic representation of the structure of junior pupils’ gender
culture is shown in Fig. 1.

The components of junior pupils’ gender culture

v v v

Cognitive Emotional-value Behavioral

\ 4 4

The structure of junior pupils’ gender culture components

v v v

Gender knowledge Gender values Abilities and skills
and ideas of gender interaction
Y A\ 4 \ 4

Indicators of junior pupils’ gender culture formation

! v v

1. The knowledge about 1. The perception of oneself, 1. Self-identification by

gender roles. integrity of self-concept ac- masculine or feminine

2. The realization of cording to the gender. type.

gender equality. 2. The notion about «ideal 2. The formation of

3. The ability to perceive feminine» and «ideal mas- skills of tolerant, equal

different gender mani- culine» characteristics. interaction.

festations. 3. Focusing on convergence 3. Focusing on partner,
of sexes. egalitarian relationships.

A 4 A 4 l

The levels of junior pupils’ gender culture formation

v \ v

High Middle Low

Fig. 1. The Structure of junior schoolpupils’ gender culture

The middle level is chracterized by presence of idea about equality of
sexes at gender roles perfoming, but it has not been completely formed at



THE STRUCTURE OF THE GENDER CULTURE OF JUNIOR SCHOOLCHILDREN 91

consciousness of junior pupils. They treat themselves positively, but emo-
tional positive interest to their peers of the opposite sex is expressed situa-
tionally. The character of the behaviour partially corresponds to the prin-
ciples of gender equality. The pupils know the rules of partner interaction,
but their motivation to their keeping is unstable.

The low level can be characterized by stereotype gender knowledge
and ideas of junior pupils. Such pupils differentiate gender roles, which are
unpropriate to egalitarian principles of sex equality. The system of gender
values is based on stereotype gender standards according to which junior pu-
pils estimate their peers of the opposite sex. Their bahaviour can be characte-
rized by stereotype gender manifestations. The skills of equal and compliant
interaction are not formed.

Conclusions. We have presented the structure of junior pupils’ gender
culture by three components: a cognitive one, which has such criterea as
formation of gender knowledge and ideas; an emotional-value component,
which has such criterea as formed value treatment to his/her own sex and to
the opposite sex; a behavioral component, which has such criterea as abilities
and skills of keeping to principles of gender equality and sensitivity in mutual
relations. On the basis of the developed criterea and their indicators we have
established three levels (a high one, a middle one and a low one) of junior
pupils’ gender culture formation. The suggested criterea, indicators and levels of
their formation make it possible to diagnose gender culture formation of
primary school children.

It is necessary to carry out further investigation of pedagogical techno-
logies and methods of pupils’ gender culture formation at the educational
process of primary school.
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE GENDER CULTURE
OF JUNIOR SCHOOLCHILDREN

Abstract. The article analyzes the process of formation of gender
culture in elementary school age; elicits the features of the structure of gender
culture of different age groups; studies the mutual relations between girls and
boys of this age; determines the criteria of cognitive, emotional and beha-
vioral components of gender culture and distinguishes three levels of for-
mation of gender culture in elementary school students.

Particular attention is paid to the process of formation of gender
culture, predefined by many reasons, including acceleration, poor awareness
of minors in relation to sexual development, leveling of moral values etc.
There are also contradictions between the requirements in gender education
and the failure of a large number of social institutions to perform educational
functions. Thus, the problem of formation of the personality’s gender culture
is extremely important today.

The formation of the gender culture of junior schoolchildren in ele-
mentary school is regarded as a process of harmonizing gender relations
between girls and boys as the representatives of the male and female com-
ponents of society, that are equal in the possibilities of self-realization, self-
expression, self-assertion, fulfillment of social and educational roles, regardless
of various physiological, psychological and individual peculiarities. The rele-
vance of our research is primarily due to the potential of secondary schools
for the gender education of elementary school students and their inadequate
use in the educational process.

Consequently, the structure of the gender culture of junior school-
children is represented by three components: cognitive, the criteria of which
are the formed gender knowledge and awareness; emotional and value, the
criterion of which reflects the formed value relation to its own and the op-
posite sex; behavioral, the criteria of which are skills and abilities to adhere
to gender equality and responsiveness in relationships. Based on the deve-
loped criteria and their indicators, three levels (high, average, low) of the
gender culture of younger students have been determined.

Summing up, we note that the defined criteria, indicators and levels of
their formation make it possible to diagnose the formation of a gender culture



THE STRUCTURE OF THE GENDER CULTURE OF JUNIOR SCHOOLCHILDREN 95

of junior pupils. Further research is required regarding the study of peda-
gogical technologies and methods of formation of gender culture in the
educational process of elementary school.

Keywords: gender values, midchildhood, gender education, structure
of gender culture, intergenerational interaction skills and competences, com-
ponents of gender culture.
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