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ПЕРЕДМОВА
Навчальний посібник «Практичний курс англійської мови: тексти для домашнього читання» (для самостійної роботи студентів)» призначено   для підготовки фахівців першого (бакалаврського) рівня вищої освіти галузі знань 01 Освіта / Педагогіка, спеціальності 013 Початкова освіта освітньої програми «Початкова освіта та англійська мова»,  затвердженої вченою радою Дрогобицького педагогічного університету імені Івана Франка.
 Мета посібника − сприяти розвитку комунікативної компетенції та художньо-естетичних смаків майбутніх фахівців. 
До збірника увійшли адаптовані та автентичні тексти із цікавою сюжетною лінією  та  різноманітною тематикою. Запропоновані твори дають можливість викладачеві познайомити студентів із лексикою різних мовленнєвих ситуацій,  а також закріпити засвоєння програмного матеріалу.
Низка розроблених до кожного тексту завдань спрямована на перевірку змісту прочитаного і на формуванню мовленнєвої та полікультурної компетентності студентів.
  Посібник можна рекомендувати  для самостійної роботи студентів з означеного курсу. Матеріал посібника  сприятиме, на наше переконання, вдосконаленню професійної компетентності майбутніх фахівців.
                                                         

                 




PREFACE
 The textbook "Practical English Course: Texts for Home Reading" (for independent work of students)" is intended for training specialists of the first (bachelor's) level of higher education in the field of knowledge 01 Education / Pedagogy, specialty 013 Primary Education of the educational program "Primary Education and English", approved by the Academic Council of the Ivan Franko Drohobych Pedagogical University
The purpose of the textbook is to promote the development of communicative competence and artistic and aesthetic tastes of future specialists.
The collection includes adapted and authentic texts with an interesting storyline and a variety of topics. The proposed works allow the teacher to introduce students to the vocabulary of various speech situations, as well as consolidate the assimilation of program material.
A number of tasks developed for each text are aimed at checking the content of what has been read and at the formation of students' speech and multicultural competence.
The manual can be recommended for independent work of students in the specified course. The material of the manual will contribute, in our opinion, to the improvement of the professional competence of future specialists.      






		


Text 1
THE SPHINX WITHOUT A SECRET
by Oscar Wilde
One afternoon I was sitting outside the Cafe de la Paix, watching the splendour and shabbiness of Parisian life, and wandering over my vermouth at the strange panorama of pride and poverty that was passing before me, when 1 heard some one call my name.
 I turned round, and saw Lord Murchison. We had not met since we had been at college together, nearly ten years before, so I was delighted to come across him again, and we shook hands warmly.  At Oxford we had been great friends. I had liked him immensely, he was so handsome, so high-spirited, and so honourable. We used to say of him that he would be the best of fellows, if he did not always speak the truth, but I think we really admired him all the more for his frankness. I found him a good deal changed. He looked anxious and puzzled, and seemed to be in doubt about something. I felt it could not be modern scepticism, for Murchison was the stoutest of Tories, so I concluded that it was a woman, and asked him if he was married yet. 
"I don't understand women well enough," he answered. "My dear Gerald," I said, "women are meant to be loved, not to be understood."
 "I cannot love where I cannot trust, he replied. 
"I believe you have a mystery in your life, Gerald." I exclaimed: "Tell me about it “.
"Let us go for a drive," he answered, "it is too crowded here. No, not a yellow carriage, any other colour there, that dark green one will do and in a few moments we were trotting down the boulevard in the direction of the Madeleine.
 "Where shall we go to?” I said. 
"Oh, anywhere you like! he answered to the restaurant in the Bells, we will dine there, and you shall tell me all about yourself."
 "I want to hear about you first." I said. "Tell me your mystery". 
He took from his pocket a little silver-clasped morocco case, and handed it to me. I opened it. Inside there was the photograph of a woman. She was tall and slight, and strangely picturesque with her large vague eyes and loosened hair. She looked like a clairvoyante, and was wrapped in rich furs.
. "What do you think of that face?" he said, "is it truthful!" I examined it carefully. It seemed to me the face of someone who had a secret, but whether that secret was good or eviI could not say, Its beauty was a beauty moulded out of many mysteries – the beauty, in fact, which is psychological, not plastic and the faint smile that just played across the lips was far too subtle to be really sweet.
 "Well," he cried impatiently, "what do you say?" 
“She is the Gioconda in sables”. I answered "Let me know all about het 
"Not now," he said, "after dinner," and began to talk of other things. 
When the waiter brought us our coffee and cigarettes I reminded Gerald of his promise. He rose from his seat, walked two or three times up and down the room, and, sinking into an armchair, told me the following story: 
"One evening" he said, "I was walking down Bond Street about five o'clock. There was a terrific crush of carriages, and the traffic was almost stopped. Close to the pavement was standing a little yellow brougham, which, for some reason or other, attracted my attention. As I passed by there looked out from it the face I showed you this afternoon. It fascinated me immensely. All that night I kept thinking of it, and all the next day. I wondered up and down that wretched Row, peering into every carriage, and waiting for the yellow brougham but 1 could not find ma belle inconnue, and at last I began to think she was merely a dream. About a week afterwards I was dining with Madame de Rastail. Dinner was for eight o'clock, but at half past eight we were still waiting in the drawing room. Finally the servant threw open the door, and announced Lady Alroy. It was the woman I had been looking for.
She came in very slowly, looking like a moonbeam in grey lace, and, to my intense delight, I was asked to take het in to dinner. After we had sit down I remarked quite innocently. "I think I caught sight of you in Bond Street some time ago, Lady Al roy She grew very pale, and said to me in a low voice. "Pray do not talk so loud, you may be overheard." I felt miserable at having made such a bad beginning, and plunged recklessly into the subject of the French plays. She spoke very little, always in the same low musical voice, and seemed as if she was afraid of some one listening. I fell passionately, stupidly in love, and the in definable atmosphere of mystery that surrounded her excited my most ardent curiosity When she was going away. which she did very soon after dinner, I asked her if I might call and see her. She hesitated for a moment, glanced round to see if anyone was near us, and then said, "Yes; to-morrow at a quarter to five. I begged Madame de Rastail to tell me about her, but all that I could learn was that she was a widow with a beautiful house in Park Lane, and as some scientific bore began a dissertation on widows, I left and went home.
 "The next day I arrived at Park Lane punctual to the moment, but was told by the butler that Lady Alroy had just gone out. I went down to the club quite unhappy and very much puzzled, and after long consideration wrote her a letter, asking if I might be allowed to try my chance some other afternoon. I had no answer for several days, but at last 1 got a little note saying she would be at home on Sunday at four, and with this extraordinary postscript: "Please do not write to me here again: I will explain when I see you. On Sunday she received me, and was perfectly charming but when I was going away she begged of me, if I ever had occasion to write to her again, to address my letter to "Mrs. Knox, care of Whitaker's Library, Green Street. "There are reasons, she said, "why I cannot receive letters in my own house."
All through the season I see a great deal of her, and the atmosphere of mystery never left her. Sometimes I thought that she was in the power of some man, but the looked so unapproachable that I could not believe it. It was really very difficult for me to come to any conclusion, for she was like one of these strange crystals that one sees in museums, which are at one moment clear, and at another clouded. At last I determined to ask her to be my wife. I was sick and tired of the incessant secrecy that she imposed on all my visits, and to her at the Library to ask her if she could see me the following Monday at six. She answered yes, and I was in the seventh heaven of delight. I was infatuated with her, in spite of the mystery. No, it was the woman herself I loved. The mystery troubled me, maddened me. Why did chance put me in its track"?
 "You discovered it, then?" I cried. 
“I fear so, he answered”. “You can judge for yourself.” 
When Monday came round I went to lunch with my uncle, and about four o'clock found myself in the Marylebone Road. My uncle, you know, lives in Regent's Park. I wanted to get to Piccadilly, and took a short cut through a lot of shabby little streets. Suddenly 1 saw in front of me Lady Alroy, deeply veiled and walking very fast. On coming to the last house in the street, she went up the steps, took out a latch key, and let herself in. “Here is the mystery”, I said to myself; and I hurried on and examined the house. It seemed a sort of place for letting lodgings. On the door up lay her handkerchief which she had dropped. I picked it up and put it in my pocket. Then I began to consider what I should do. I came to the conclusion that I had no right to spy on her, and I drove down to the club. At six I called to see her. She was lying on a sofa, in a tea-gown of silver tissue looped up by some strange moonstones that she always wore. She was looking quite lovely. "I am so glad to see you, she said, "I have not been out all day. I stared at her in amazement, and pulling the handkerchief out of my pocket, handed it to her. "You dropped this in Cumnor Street this afternoon, Lady Alroy, I said very calmly. She looked at me in terror, but made no attempt to take the handkerchief. "What were you doing there!" I asked, "What right have you to question me?" she answered. "The right of a man who loves you," I replied; "I came here to ask you to be my wife. She hid her face in her hands, and burst into floods of tears stood up, and, looking me straight in the face, said, "Lord Murchison, there is nothing to tell you." ˗ "You went to meet someone, I cried; "this is your mystery. She grew dreadfully white. and said, "I went to meet no one. - "Can't you tell the truth?" I exclaimed. "I have told it," she replied. I was mad. Frantic; I don't know what I said, but I said terrible things to her. Finally I rushed out of the house. She wrote me a letter the next day; I sent it back unopened, and started for Norway with Alan Colville. After a month I came back, and the first thing I saw in the Morning Post was the death of Lady Alroy. She had caught a chill at the Opera, and had died in five days of congestion of the lungs. I shut myself up and saw no one. I had loved her so much, I had loved her so madly. Good God! how I had loved that woman!"
"You went to the street, to the house in it I said.
 "Yes," he answered. 
"One day I went to Cumnor Street. I could not help it, I was tortured with doubt. I knocked at the door, and a respectable-looking woman opened it to me. I asked her if she had any rooms to let. "Well, sir," she replied, "the drawing rooms are supposed to be let; but I have not seen the lady for three months, and as rent is owing on them, you can have them." "Is this the lady?" I said, showing the photograph. "That's her sure enough,” exclaimed, and when is she coming back sir?" - "The lady is dead." I replied. "Oh, sir, I hope not!" said the woman; "she was my best lodger. She paid me three guineas a week merely to sit in my drawing rooms now and then." -"She met some one here?" I said; but the woman assured me that it was not so, that she always came alone, and saw no one. "What on earth did she do here!" I cried. "She simply sat in the drawing room, sir, reading books, and sometimes had tea," the woman answered. I did not know what to say, so I gave her a sovereign and went away. Now, what do you think it all meant? You don't believe the woman was telling the truth?"
 "I do.”
 "Then why did Lady Alroy go there!"
 "My dear Gerald," 1 answered, "Lady Alroy was simply a woman with a mania for mystery. She took these rooms for the pleasure of going there with her veil down, and imagining she was a heroine. She had a passion for secrecy, but she herself was merely a Sphinx without a secret."
 "Do you really think so!"
 "I am sure of it." I replied. 
He took out the morocco case, opened it, and looked at the photograph. "I wonder?" he said at last [1].

Vocabulary and Grammar Tasks
Exercise 1
Group the following words according to the given parts of speech. 
	NNouns
	VVerbs
	AAdjectives
	AAdverbs

	
	
	
	



Splendour, shabbiness, immensely, honourable, frankness, stout, trot, slight, vague, wrap, mould, faint, subtle, sable, brougham, innocently, plunge, spy, tissue, frantic, miserable, remark, hesitate, secrecy, merely.

Exercise 2
 Fill in the suitable prepositions.
1. He seemed to be___ doubt ___ something. 
2.  She spoke very little and always ___the same low musical voice, and seemed as if she was afraid___ someone listening.
3. The next day I arrived ___ Park Lane punctual ___the moment, but was told the ___butler that Lady Alroy had just gone out.
4. I stared ___ her ___ amazement.
5. She hid her face___ her hands and burst ___floods ___tears…
6. She had caught a chill ___the Opera, and she had died ___ five days __congestion ___ the lungs.
7. I knocked___ the door and respectable young woman opened it___me.
8. Lady Alroy was simply a woman ___ a mania ___ mystery.
9. She took these rooms___ the pleasure___ going there __ her veil down.
10. He took___ the morocco case, opened it, and looked___the photograph.
Exercise 3
 Translate the sentences using the expressions from the box:
	T to like immensely     a little yellow brougham      to be scared   to rush out
   to be in the seventh heaven of delight     to drop   to make no attempt.     
   to hide one’s face into ones hands    to be tortured with doubt               






1. 1. Він мені надзвичайно імпонував, він був такий красивий, такий піднесений і такий шанований.
2. Поруч з тротуаром стояла невелика жовта карета, яка з тієї чи іншої причини привернула мою увагу.
3. Вона сказала так, і  я був на сьомому небі від щастя.
4. На порозі лежала її хусточка, яку вона опустила.
5. Вона подивилася на мене із жахом, але навіть не спробувала взяти хусточку.
6. Вона затулила обличчя руками і розридалася.
7. Я не міг не зробити цього, бо мене гризли сумніви.
8.    Зрештою я вибіг щодуху з будинку.
. Exercise 4 
Match the words and expressions on the left with their equivalents on the right:
1. To watch the splendour and shabbiness    a) зануритися у тему
1.  Sink into an armchair                               b) виглядати неприступною
1. After long consideration.                           c)  жагуча цікавість             
1. To look so unapproachable                       d) бути на сьомому небі від щасті
1.   To be tired of incessant secrecy              e) після тривалих роздумів
1. To be in the seventh heaven of delight   f) споглядати розкіш та жалюгідність
1.  Ardent curiosity                                     g) плюхнутися в крісло
1. To plunge into the subject                       h) втомитися від постійної таємничості
1. To be infatuated with smb.                      i) застудитися
1. To catch a chill                                    j) бути засліпленим коханням до неї

Exercise 5
 Match the pairs of words with a similar meaning. Translate them into Ukrainian.
 admire           a) horrible
anxious           b) aridity
poverty            c) indescribable
delighted         d) glimpse
remind             e) carelessly
terrible             f) confused
recklessly         g) recollect
indefinable       h) excited
glance              i) disturbed
puzzled            j) only
merely             k) adore     

Exercise 6
  Fill in the blanks with a suitable word or word-combination.  
1) We really admired him all the more for his___.
2) ‘She is the Gioconda in___”, I answered.
3) She looked like ___   and was wrapped into ___.
4) She grew very pale and said to me ___.
5) She was looking quite ___.
6) I was infatuated with her in spite of ___.
7) She had ___ at the Opera, and had died in five days ___  .
8) I knocked at the door and___ opened it to me.
9) Lady Arloy was simply a woman with ___.
10) She had a passion for ___.

Reading Comprehension and Discussion Tasks
Exercise 7
Find whether the statements are true or false. Correct the false ones.	
1. Gerald had not seen Lord Murchison for twenty years.
2. Both men studied at Cambridge.
3. Lord Murchison was worried about something.
4. Lord Murchison kept the photo of a mysterious woman in his case.
5. The woman on the photo was pretty ugly.
6. Lord Murchison did not fall in love with Lady Alroy immediately.
7. Lady Alroy caught a cold and died of tuberculosis.
8. Lord Murchison was betrayed by Lady Alroy.
9. Lord Murchison has read about her loverˈs death in the Daily Mirror.
10.  Lady Alroy rented a big house in Cumnor Street.

Exercise 8
Put the following events in the correct order (1–6):
· ___ Lord Murchison sees Lady Alroy enter a house on Cumnor Street.
· ___ The narrator meets Lord Murchison in Paris.
· ___ Lady Alroy dies of illness.
· ___ Lord Murchison proposes to Lady Alroy.
· ___ Lady Alroy asks Lord Murchison to write to her using a different name and address.
· ___ Lord Murchison finds out that Lady Alroy rented a room just to sit and read.

Exercise 9
Complete the sentences given below.
1. At Oxford we had been_________
2. When the waiter brought us coffee and cigarettes I_________
3. There was a terrific crash of carriages and_________
4. Finally the servant threw open the door and _________
5. I felt miserable at having made such a bad beginning and _________
6. The next day I arrived at Park Lane _________
7. All through the season I saw a good deal of her _________
8. I wanted to get to Piccadilly and_________
9. After the month I came back and the first thing I saw _________
10.  She took these rooms for the pleasure _________
Exercise 10 
Match each quote with the correct speaker:
1. “I cannot love where I cannot trust.”
2. “Women are meant to be loved, not to be understood.”
3. “I have told it.”
4. “Lady Alroy was simply a woman with a mania for mystery.”
a) The narrator
b) Lady Alroy
c) Lord Murchison
d) The woman in Cumnor Street

Exercise 11
Answer the questions in one or two sentences:
1. Why is Lord Murchison fascinated by Lady Alroy?
2. What made him suspicious of her actions?
3. What explanation does the narrator give for Lady Alroy’s behaviour?
4. Do you think Lord Murchison was in love with Lady Alroy or just the mystery around her? 
5. Was Lord Murchison justified in confronting Lady Alroy with suspicion? What else could he have done?
Exercise 12
Write a diary entry from Lady Alroy’s perspective on the day she visits the lodging in Cumnor Street (150–200 words). Include her thoughts and feelings, and explain why she loves secrecy. Make the first-person narrative and use the emotional language.

Exercise 13
Rewrite the story as a modern-day short film or social media series. Set it in a contemporary city (e.g., London, New York, or Paris) and use modern technology (texting, social media, Uber, etc.).  Use modern informal language, storytelling vocabulary.

Exercise 14
Create an Instagram profile for Lady Alroy or Lord Murchison. Include 5 posts (image description and caption), her bio, and a few hashtags. Use Present tense, vocabulary for self-presentation.

Exercise 15
Write a new ending where Lady Alroy actually has a secret that is finally revealed. What was she hiding? Why? Write at least 150–250 words. Use dialogue, suspense, descriptive details.

Exercise 16
Discussion questions
1. Should we always trust our loved ones? Why or why not?
2. Can jealousy make our life a total disaster and misery? Explain why. How should we deal with jealousy, envy and other destructive feelings? 
3. What does the story suggest about trust and mystery in relationships?
4. Can love and betrayal coexist in relationships between people? What are the ways to heal when someone who loves you betrayed you? 
5. Do you agree with the narrator’s conclusion that Lady Alroy was “a sphinx without a secret”? Why or why not? 
6. How does O. Wilde play with the idea of appearance versus reality?
7.  If Lady Alroy had lived longer, what do you think would have happened between her and Lord Murchison? 
8. Why do some people enjoy keeping secrets or creating mystery around themselves? Can this be dangerous?
9.  Wilde once said, “The true mystery of the world is the visible, not the invisible.” How does this story reflect that idea?
10.  How would the story change if it were told from Lady Alroy’s point of view?


Text 2
PROSERPINA AND THE KING OF THE UNDERWORLD
1 . Read the story “Proserpina and the King of the Underworld” and do the following tasks [2].

Vocabulary and Grammar Tasks
Exercise 1
Group the following words according to the given parts of speech. Translate into Ukrainian.
	Nouns
	Verbs
	Adjectives
	Adverbs

	
	
	
	


Horrid, lovingly, tightly, capture, hoof, swiftly, engulf, throne, ripen, perish, bitterly, murmur, gloomy, rejoice, warmly, bright, darkness, tenderly, depart, disinherit, cease. 
Exercise 2
 Fill in the suitable prepositions.
1. The dark driver ___the galloping horses heard the songs and laughter ___ the maiden Proserpina.
2. He was Pluto, King ___ the Underworld, a dark and gloomy monarch, feared ___ every one.
3. He strode___ the bushes, and made his way ___ the surprised maiden.
4. You shall sit ___ my side ___ my dismal kingdom, and brighten the darkness ___ your youth and beauty.
5. Let me go back ___ my mother, who will mourn ___me bitterly, for she loves me ___all her heart.
6. He caught hold ___Proserpina, and picked her___.
7. But as the half-year drew___ an end, the thoughts ___ Proserpina turned ___ gloomy Pluto, all alone ___ his dark kingdom.
8. Not ___ a moment did the fiery animals pause until they reached the foot __ Pluto's throne.
9.  I will return again ___you ___ the end ___another half a year."
10.  So we have the beauty and warmth___ summer, when the daughter ___ Ceres is ___ us, and the cold and bitterness ___ winter when she has departed.
 Exercise 3
 Translate the sentences into English.
1. Його обличчя було суворим, а губи міцно стиснуті, бо він ніколи не посміхався.
2. Темний візник, що мчав коней, почув пісні та сміх дівчини.
3. І знову світ затужив  за нею, квіти зів’яли, птахи перестали співати, а хмари закрили золоте сонце.
Exercise 4 
Match the pairs of words with a similar meaning. Make up your own sentences using them.
1. Maiden     a) leave
2. Scream      b) stop
3. Angrily      c) gloomy
4. Pause         d) yell
5. Grim          e) shiny
6. Bitterness   f) furiously
7. Depart       g) delight
8. Grieve        h) sorrow
9. bright         i) hostility
10. rejoice        j) girl

Exercise 5
Complete the sentences given below.
1. Proserpina’s mother, Ceres, was the goddess_________
2. One day Proserpina went to gather_________
3. As soon as he saw the beautiful maiden Proserpina sitting happily among the flowers_________
4. The black horses rushed away_________
5. Ceres searched everywhere, and began to weep in fear, when_________
6. All was sunshine and brightnes when Proserpina appeared, and_________

Exercise 6
Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.
	1. Maiden
	A. A female servant or unmarried young woman

	2. Capture
	B. To fall or dive suddenly

	3. Mourn
	C. A symbolic rod held by a ruler

	4. Girdle
	D. A land ruled by a king or queen

	5. Despair
	E. To fall into sadness and hopelessness

	6. Kingdom
	F. A belt or band worn around the waist

	7. Wither
	G. To promise something strongly

	8. Sceptre
	H. To dry up and die (as plants do)

	9. Plunge
	I. To feel or express deep sorrow

	10. Vow
	J. To take someone by force



Exercise 7
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word in brackets.
1. Ceres was deeply __________ when she couldn’t find her daughter. (grief)
2. Proserpina’s __________ made the Underworld a brighter place. (present)
3. The people prayed for her __________. (return)
4. The __________ of the earth depended on Ceres’ happiness. (fertile)
5. Jupiter made a __________ to allow Proserpina to return. (decide) 
6. Pluto’s kingdom was a place of ________ and shadow. (gloom) 
7. The river ________ rose in anger to block Pluto’s path. (rage) 
8. The earth was no longer ________ because Ceres stopped working. (produce) 
9. The maiden was ________ by the beauty of the flowers. (enchant)
Exercise 8
Choose the correct tense.
1. While Proserpina ___ (make / was making) garlands, the horses ___ (galloped / were galloping) in the distance.
2. Pluto ___ (watched / was watching) her from behind the bushes.
3. Ceres ___ (searched / was searching) for her daughter all night long.
4. The river Cyane ___ (rose / was rising) when it heard Proserpina’s cries.
5. When Mercury ___ (arrived / was arriving), Proserpina ___ (sat / was sitting) sadly by Pluto.
Exercise 9
Find a word in the story that means the same as the following:
1. Shouted = __________
2. Grabbed = __________
3. Frightened = __________
4. Sadly = __________
5. King = __________
Exercise 10
Some of the sentences below have grammatical mistakes. Rewrite the sentence correctly.
1. The took Proserpina lovingly in her arms.
2. She sat on a hank making bright garlands.
3. The nymphs looked to see who drove the hors.
4. He longed to see who the singer wat.
5. She forget her duties, and re dead so help the farmers.
Exercise 11 
Change these sentences into reported speech.
1. “Set me free!” Proserpina cried. meme free! Proserpina cried.
→ Proserpina cried that...
2. “I want you to be my Queen, ” said Pluto. 
→ Pluto said that...
3. “Where is my daughter?” Asked Ceres. 
→ Ceres asked...
   4. “You shall return if you’ve eaten nothing,” Jupiter told Pluto.
   → Jupiter told Pluto ___.
Exercise 12
Put the events in the correct order (1–5):
· ___ Pluto heard Proserpina singing and decided to capture her.
· ___ Proserpina gathered flowers with the nymphs.
· ___ Pluto struck the earth and opened a cavern.
· ___ Proserpina dropped her girdle into the river.
· ___ Ceres came home and could not find her daughter.
Exercise 13
Answer these questions. Give full sentences and explain your opinion.
1. How did Proserpina feel when Pluto took her away?
2. Do you think Pluto really loved Proserpina? Why or why not?
3.  Why did Proserpina throw her girdle into the river? 
4. What do you think Ceres will do when she finds out what happened?
5. Was Ceres right to stop all the crops from growing? What would you have done in her place?
6. Why do you think this myth was told? What natural events does it try to explain? 
7. Do you think Proserpina’s deal to spend half the year underground was fair? 
8.  Do you agree with the idea that personal sorrow can affect the world around you? Why or why not?
Exercise 14
 Role-play – Negotiation in the Underworld
One student is Pluto. One is Ceres. One is Jupiter. Act out a conversation where Ceres tries to convince Pluto to return her daughter. Use persuasive language, negotiation techniques, and formal expressions.
Exercise 15
Reflect on the following situations. 
1. If you were Proserpina, how would you feel about returning to the Underworld each year?
2.  Is it possible to love someone who once hurt you? Use examples (real or fictional) to support your opinion.

Exercise 16
Write a Diary Entry. Imagine you are Proserpina on your first night in the Underworld. Write a diary entry describing:
· how you feel;
· what the Underworld looks like;
· what Pluto is like;
· what you miss about your life on Earth.
Use expressions like: “I never imagined…”; “It feels so…”; “All I want is…”; “Maybe one day…”.
Exercise 17
Rewrite the myth of Proserpina and Ceres as a modern short story (at least 150–200 words). You can keep the characters but set it in today’s world. Include the following ideas:
· Proserpina as a student who is suddenly taken away.
· Pluto as a mysterious tech billionaire or ruler of an underground city.
· Ceres as a scientist or environmentalist who makes crops fail.
· Jupiter as a powerful leader or judge.






Text 3
THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL
by Hans Christian Andersen

Read the story “The Little Match Girl” by Hans Christian Andersen and do the following tasks [4].

Vocabulary and Grammar Tasks
Exercise 1
Group the following words according to the given parts of speech. 
	Nouns
	Verbs
	Adjectives
	Adverbs

	
	
	
	


Maiden, brilliant, famously, flame, suspicion, emerge, stiff, afford, dreadfully, numb, bundle, veil, magnificent, certainly.
Exercise 2
Match the phrases from the story to their meaning:
	Expression from the text
	Meaning

	1. “a very picture of sorrow”
	a) extremely poor and without protection

	2. “numbed with cold”
	b) unable to feel due to cold

	3. “a splendid porcelain service”
	c) looking very sad

	4. “vanish like the warm stove”
	d) disappear suddenly

	5. “bareheaded and with naked feet”
	e) beautiful dishes used for special meals


Exercise 3
 Explain in your own words:
What is the effect of the contrast between the girl's cold reality and the warmth of her visions?
Exercise 4
 Complete the sentences using the correct past simple or past perfect form of the verbs in brackets.
1. She __________ (lose) her slippers after the carriages __________ (pass).
2. The boy __________ (take) one of the slippers before she __________ (notice).
3. By the time she __________ (light) the last match, she __________ (see) many beautiful visions.
4. She __________ (freeze) to death before anyone __________ (find) her.
5. No one __________ (realize) what she __________ (experience) during her final moments.
Exercise 5
 Combine the sentences using linking words (although, because, so, despite, etc.):
1. She was very cold. She didn’t dare go home.
→ __________________________________________________________
2. The girl lit a match. She wanted to feel warm.
→ __________________________________________________________
	Her grandmother appeared in the light. The girl felt comforted.
→ __________________________________________________________
	


 Exercise 6
Fill in the Blanks. Use these words: cowered, numbed, flames, roast, bundle
1. The girl __________ in the corner to escape the cold wind.
2. Her fingers were __________ and stiff from the cold.
3. The delicious smell of __________ goose filled the air.
4. She lit one of the matches and bright __________ appeared.
5. She held a __________ of matches in her hand.
Reading Comprehension and Discussion Tasks
Exercise 7
Answer the following questions.
1. Why was the little girl walking in the streets with bare feet on New Year's Eve? What were the girl's slippers like, and what happened to them?
2. What did the boy do with one of her slippers, and what does that suggest about his character?
3. Why didn’t the girl return home, even though she was freezing?
4. Describe two visions the girl had after lighting matches. What is the symbolic meaning of the final vision she has of her grandmother? 
5. What does the falling star symbolize in the story?
6. How did the townspeople react to her death?
Exercise 8
 Choose the correct answer:
1. What time of year does the story take place?
· a) Christmas Eve
· b) New Year’s Eve
· c) Winter Solstice
· d) Easter
2. Why didn’t the girl go home?
· a) She was lost
· b) She was afraid of being beaten
· c) Her family had moved away
· d) She loved being outside
3. What did the girl imagine when she lit the first match?
· a) A parade
· b) A warm stove
· c) A cake
· d) A sleigh ride
4. What happened at the end of the story?
· a) She found her mother
· b) A kind woman took her in
· c) She died and went to heaven
· d) She sold all her matches
Exercise 9
Mark True or False. Justify your answer with a quote from the text.
1. The girl sold many matches that day.
2. The roast goose in her vision jumped off the table.
3. The grandmother was the only person who ever loved the girl.
4. In the end, the girl was found alive and taken home.
5. The people who found her understood the visions she saw.
Exercise 10
Discussion Questions (for group or pair work):
1. What do the girl’s visions reveal about her hopes and emotional needs? Do you think the girl's visions were dreams or real? Why?
2. Do you think the people in the story should have helped her? Why didn’t they?
3. What can modern society learn from this story? What message does the story send about society and kindness?
4.  Why does poverty exist? Who is to be blamed?
5.  Should we help the homeless and miserable people to return to normal life? |Explain why.
6.  How can this problem be solved? Are there any organizations dealing with social injustice? 
7.   What would you do if you saw a child like her on the street today?
8. Why do you think Hans Christian Andersen wrote this story?
9. How does imagination help the girl in her final moments?
Exercise 11
Write a short paragraph (80-100 words). Imagine the story takes place today in your city. Rewrite the scene where the girl lights her first match, but set it in a modern environment (e.g., on a snowy street near a shopping mall). What does she see?
 Exercise 12
Write an Alternative Ending (100-120 words).. Write a new ending where someone finds the girl, helps her and she survives. What happens next? Make sure the ending reflects a tone of kindness, realism, or hope.
Exercise 13
Imagine you are a passerby who sees the little girl the next morning. Write a diary entry describing what you saw and how you felt.
 


Text 4
THE SNOB
Read the text “The Snob” by Marley Callaghan and do the following tasks [3].

Vocabulary and Grammar Tasks
Exercise 1
Rewrite the following sentences using so...that or such uch...that.
1.The store was hot. They had to leave.
2. Grace was so confident. She didn’t even notice John’s uneasiness.
3. It was a hot afternoon. Everyone in the store looked tired and angry.
Exercise 2
Find and correct the grammar or word choice mistakes in the sentences below.
1. Grace have saw John was being strange, but she don’t ask why.
2. Neither Grace or John understood what they were truly feeling.
3. His father, he was looking so happy, it made John more guilt.
4. It was important that John introduced his father, but he not did.
5. Grace said she hated everyone, although she was smiling kindly.
Exercise 3
Convert the direct speech into reported speech. Use appropriate reporting verbs and make necessary tense changes.
1. “Let’s go and have tea somewhere,” John said to Grace.
→ ______________________________________________________
2. “There’s maybe something here I’ve wanted all my life,” Grace said.
→ ______________________________________________________
3. “You’re a very stupid person,” she said.
→ ______________________________________________________
4. “Please forgive me. I don’t know what’s the matter,” John pleaded.
→ ______________________________________________________
Exercise 4
Complete the sentences using appropriate second or third conditionals.
1. If John __________ (not feel) ashamed of his father, he __________ (introduce) him to Grace.
2. If Grace __________ (see) John’s father, how do you think she __________ (react)?
3. John wouldn't have argued with Grace if he __________ (be) honest about his feelings.
4. If he __________ (know) how much it would hurt his father, he might not __________ (look) away.
Exercise 5
Rewrite the following sentences in the passive voice.
1. His father turned a book over thoughtfully in his hands.
→ ______________________________________________________
2. John’s parents had sent him to university.
→ ______________________________________________________
3. The store clerks ignored the customers.
→ ______________________________________________________
4. Grace might have seen his father.
→ ______________________________________________________
Exercise 6
Rewrite the sentences by replacing the bolded part with a participle clause.
1. John looked away because he felt ashamed.
→ ______________________________________________________
2. He stood still as he watched his father.
→ ______________________________________________________
3. Grace turned to the books while she smiled brightly.
→ ______________________________________________________
4. They walked in silence because they were angry.
→ ______________________________________________________
Exercise 7
Match the words from the story to their definitions.
	Word
	Definition

	1. glimpse
	A. Feeling of shame or guilt

	2. diffidence
	B. A quick or incomplete look

	3. resentment
	C. Hesitancy caused by lack of confidence

	4. shabby
	D. Anger or bitterness caused by unfair treatment

	5. humiliation
	E. In poor condition through long use or lack of care

	6. sincerity
	F. The quality of being honest or genuine

	7. hostility
	G. Strong dislike or opposition

	8. irritability
	H. A tendency to become easily annoyed


 Exercise 8
Fill in the Blanks. Complete the sentences using the vocabulary from the previous task
1. John felt deep __________ when he saw his father’s old clothes.
2. Her calm expression hid her inner __________ in the crowded store.
3. The old man looked __________ in his worn-out jacket and faded hat.
4. As the argument continued, the __________ between them grew stronger.
5. Grace was touched by the __________ in John’s apology.
Exercise 9
Complete the table.
	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective

	to humiliate
	______________
	______________

	to resent
	______________
	______________

	to irritate
	______________
	______________

	to differ
	______________
	______________


Exercise 10
Choose the correct answer.
1. What causes John Harcourt to feel ashamed in the department store?
a) He didn’t have enough money to buy the book
b) He saw his father and was embarrassed by his appearance
c) Grace refused to talk to him
d) The clerk treated him rudely
2.How does Grace react when John asks to leave quickly?
a) She becomes suspicious
b) She insists on staying a bit longer
c) She notices John’s father and wants to meet him
d) She becomes angry and leaves immediately
Exercise 11
Answer the qestions in 1–2 complete sentences.
1. Why did John feel ashamed of his father at the bookstore?
2. How did Grace react when John spoke sharply to her?
3. What memory of his father made John feel pain and guilt?
4. What do we learn about John’s internal conflict by the end of the story? 
5. Describe how John’s father appears in the store. What specific details are given?
6. Why does John feel torn between his father and Grace?
7. How does the ending show a change in John and Grace's relationship?
 Exercise 12
Read the statements and decide if they are True or False. 
8. John was proud of his father when he saw him at the store.
9. John felt anxious because he thought Grace might meet his father.
10. Grace was rude and judgmental toward John's father.
11. John's father did not notice his son in the store.
Exercise 13
Choose a statement and explain your opinion. Work in pairs or small groups.
1. “Parents should always try to look presentable in public for their children’s sake.”
2. “You can’t truly love someone if you are ashamed of their family.”
3. “Being a snob is worse than being poor.”
4. “It’s natural to want to impress the people we love.”
Exercise 14
 Dwell on the following situations
1. Do you think John was justified in feeling ashamed of his father? Why or why not? Should we feel ashamed of our family’s background if it’s different from others’?
2. Do you think John was a "snob"? Why or why not?
3. What does this story reveal about social class and personal identity?
4. How would you feel in John’s situation? How would you act differently?
5. How does the story's title “The Snob” relate to John, Grace, and their actions?
Exercise 15
 Write a paragraph (8–10 sentences): Imagine you are John’s father. Write a diary entry about the moment in the store when you thought you saw your son. How did it feel? What were you thinking?
Exercise 16
Imagine that John had introduced Grace to his father. In pairs or small groups, act out a short scene where:
· John introduces Grace to his father.
· Grace responds politely.
· The father tries to make small talk.
· Afterwards, John and Grace talk about it.
Exercise 17
Rewrite the department store scene from the father’s point of view. How does he feel seeing his son? What does he notice about Grace? What does he think about their behavior?
Prompts to help:
· “I was enjoying the book when I thought I saw John...”
· “He looked so different, standing with that girl...”
· “I didn’t want to interrupt...”
Exercise 20
Choose one of the following characters and write a short internal monologue (a paragraph of thoughts) from their perspective:
· John, right after his father walks away.
· Grace, after she leaves the store.
· The father, walking home alone.
Try to express the emotions they are experiencing.
Exercise 21
Write a letter from John to a close friend, where he explains what happened in the store and how he felt. The letter should:
· Describe his embarrassment and regret.
· Mention his relationship with his father.
· Reflect on how Grace reacted.
Exercise 22
Write an alternative ending for the story. Imagine:
· John runs after his father.
· Grace sees the father and introduces herself.
· Or, John brings Grace home to meet his family.
How does this change the message of the story?
Exercise 23

Make a visual character profile for John, Grace, John’s Father. Include photos or drawings (real or symbolic); key quotes from the story; feelings, fears, and motivations; one secret each character is hiding.

		















Text 5
MY FRIEND LUKE
Read the text “My Friend Luke” by Fernando Sorrentino and do the following tasks [5].

Vocabulary and Grammar Tasks
Exercise 1
Match words and word-combination with their translation.
1) to demand permission                          a) не спати цілими ночами
2) to be dedicated to reading                    b) смертельно ображений пасажир
3) to stay awake entire nights                   c) зробити зауваження у відповідь
4) mortally ashamed passenger                 d) пригнічувати власну особистість
5) in a serene  but firm manner                e)  у принизливому та докірливому тоні
6) to repress one’s own personality          f) не защіпати піджак
7)  in an indignant and reproachful tone   g)вимагати дозволу
8) to make recrimanatory remarks             h) присвячутисебея читанню
9)  to keep one’s jacket unbuttoned           i) захищати права
10) to defend one’s rights                          j) спокіно, але твердр
Exercise 3
Learn the following phrases. Find the sentences in which they are used in the text and use them in the sentences of your own.
To be brittle and ancient, to keep in good condition, a thunderous voice, to be in good condition, to clog up one’s windpipe, to make smb. cough, to bear the disapproving looks, to make some recriminatory remarks.                                                                           
Exercise 4
Match the Word to Its Meaning
	Word
	Meaning

	Timidly
	A) Very thin and weak-looking

	Squalid
	B) In a shy or fearful way

	Eloquence
	 C) Small amount or number

	Scarce
	 D) Dirty, unpleasant, and often in poor condition

	Contradictory
	 E) The skill of expressing ideas clearly and eeffectively


Exercise 5 
Write the word from the story that matches the meaning.
1. Aggressive and harsh (adjective): _____________ (used to describe don Aquerontido).
2. Outdated or from another time (adjective): _____________ (used to describe Luke’s collar).
3. Ridiculously low or silly (adjective): _____________ (used to describe Luke’s salary).
4. Tiny and delicate in build (adjective): _____________ (used to describe Luke).
5. Very angry or easily angered (adjective): _____________ (used to describe Luke’s wife).
Exercise 6 
 Fill in the blanks with the right word from the Box.
[shrill – sarcastic – timid – chronic – greasy]
1. Luke has a __________ cough that keeps him awake at night.
2. His wife has a loud and __________ voice.
3. Juan Manuel is __________ and intelligent.
4. Luke’s tie is old and __________.
5. He speaks in a __________ voice and rarely finishes a sentence.
Exercise 7 
 Fill in the Blank with the Correct Verb Form (Past Simple)
1. Luke always __________ (travel) with the windows open in winter.
2. He __________ (include) an old coin in his bus fare.
3. He __________ (stop) buying his newspaper to save money.
4. The driver __________ (throw) the coins on the floor.
5. Luke __________ (sit) on the back seat as if it were only for three people.
Exercise 8 
 Replace the Underlined Words with the Correct Pronoun.
1. Luke's wife shouts at Luke every day. → ___ shouts at ___ every day.
2. The coin is old and useless. → ___ is old and useless.
3. Luke and I watch football on Sundays. → ___ watch football on Sundays.
4. Don Aquerontido cuts Luke’s salary again. → ___ cuts ___ again.
5. The bus driver gives the coin back to Luke. → ___ gives the coin back to ___.
Reading Comprehension and Discussion Tasks
Exercise 9
Choose the best answer.
1. What is the narrator’s overall opinion of Luke?
a) He is mean and selfish.
b) He is quiet and strange, but clever in his own way.
c) He is a normal and successful man.
d) He is dangerous and violent.
2. What unusual behavior does Luke show on the bus?
· a) He always sleeps during the ride.
· b) He fights with other passengers.
· c) He uses small coins and causes trouble on purpose.
· d) He sings loudly and dances.
3. Why does Luke stop buying his newspaper and Reader’s Digest?
· a) He no longer enjoys reading.
· b) He wants to save money for his son's private school.
· c) His wife tells him to stop.
· d) He prefers watching TV instead.
4. What happens when Luke sees someone in need of a seat on the bus?
· a) He always offers his own seat.
· b) He says nothing and looks away.
· c) He shouts at others to give up their seat.
· d) He leaves the bus.
Exercise 10 
Complete each of the following sentences.
1. Luke speaks with a very thin, subtle voice, so inaudible that _________
2. Lukes wife is a thin, choleric, nervous woman who, as well as having an unbearably shrill voice, strong lungs, a finely drawn nose and a viperous tongue suffers _________
3. When winter comes, Luke always travels _________
4. If Luke manages to take the front seat, _________
5. Luke is not allowed a key, so _________
Exercise 11
Answer the questions in 1–2 sentences.
1. How does Luke behave at home, and how does his family treat him?
2. What does Luke wear to work, and why?
3. How does Luke use his behavior on the bus to gain power or attention?
4. What kind of personality does Luke have when he’s not on the bus?
5.  In what way does the man usually spend his weekend?
6. Does he enjoy travelling by bus? Why or why not?
Exercise 12
Imagine a day from Luke’s point of view. Write a diary entry in the first person (I) describing:
· How he feels in the morning before work
· His bus ride
· His time at the office
· How his family acts in the evening
Example opening:
Dear Diary,
Today started like every other day...
Exercise 13
Dwell on the following situations.
1. Do you think Luke is really “timid,” or is he pretending to be weak? Why?
2. Why do you think he changes so much when he gets on a bus?
3. What do you think the story is saying about how people respond to power and weakness?
4. Would you like to meet someone like Luke in real life? Why or why not?
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