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YUGOSLAYV STATE INFLUENCE IN MEDIA: THE 1968 KOSOVO STUDENT
UPRISING IN THE NEWSPAPER “RILINDJA”

Abstract. The purpose is to do the research on how the students demonstrations were portrayed in
the contemporary press in Kosovo, focusing specifically on the daily newspaper “Rilindja”, which was
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the most widely read Albanian-language newspaper in Kosovo at that time. A one-year period, from
November 1968 to November 1969, has been selected as the research sample to study how “Rilindja”,
reported on these significant developments that happened in Kosovo during that time. The research
methodology is based on the principles of historicism, scientificity, authorial objectivity, systematicity,
as well as general scientific and special historical methods. The novelty of this research paper is
that it is evident from these writings that the state exerted significant influence over the published
articles, this can be seen in the labelling given to the organizers of these demonstrations. Even before
the trial was held, the organizers were prejudiced as nationalists and accused of being influenced
by external factors to orchestrate these demonstrations. Their actions were portrayed as attempts to
undermine the unity and brotherhood within Yugoslavia. Conclusion. The analysis demonstrates how
“Rilindja” served both as an informational outlet and as a tool of political influence, particularly
in shaping public perception and maintaining communist control over youth and public discourse.
Firstly, it is clear that “Rilindja’s” initial coverage of the November 27, 1968 demonstrations relied
heavily on official sources, specifically the Communique of the Provincial Executive Council of Kosovo.
This reliance indicates a lack of independent journalistic investigation, and instead suggests that the
newspaper functioned as an amplifier of state narratives. More importantly, our research highlights
that “Rilindja”, being the only Albanian-language daily newspaper in Kosovo at the time, adopted a
distinctly biased stance. From November 1968 to May 1969, the newspaper acted as a mouthpiece for
the communist leadership, publishing content aimed at discrediting the organizers and portraying the
demonstrations as harmful, chauvinist, and even nationalist. The most telling aspect of “Rilindja’s”
coverage lies in its strategy to isolate the organizers while seeking to “save” the participants. The idea
was to portray the students as misled by a small group of agitators, thus justifying both the punishment
of the leaders and the ideological re-education of the majority. In this sense, “Rilindja’served as a
medium of indirect communication between the communist establishment and the protesting students.
Key words: 1968 Demonstrations, Students, Rilindja, Kosovo, Yugoslavia.

BILIMB IOTOCJIABCBHKOI JIEPJKABU HA MEJIIA: CTYAEHTCBHKE
IMOBCTAHHA B KOCOBI 1968 POKY HA CTOPIHKAX I'AETH “PIJIIHAbA”

Anomauia. Memoro ub020 HayK08020 00CIIONHCEHHA € BUSUEHHS MO0, SIK CNYOEHMCbKI 0eMOHCMPayii
oynu suceimneni y mooiwnii npeci Kocoea, 3 ocobnusum axyenmom Ha ujo0eHny anbaHcbKOMOBHY 2a3enty
“Pininows”, sika na moil uac oyna namnonyuspuiuioio ¢ Kocosi. [{ns oocniosxcennst 6yno obpano nepioo
6 00uH pix — gionucmonada 1968 0o nucmonada 1969 poky — wob npoananizysamu, sax ‘“‘Pininova”
BUCBIMIIOBANA BANCIUGI NOOIL, W0 Mmooi siobysanucs 6 Kocosi. Memoodonozisa docniodycenns 6azycmocs
HA NPUHYUNAX ICMOPU3MY, HAYKOBOCHI, ABMOPCLKOI 00 €KMUBHOCMI, CUCMEMHOCHI, d MAKOIC
3a2a1bHOHAYKOBUX MA cheyianbHo-icmopuunux memooax. Hoeusna 0ocnioycenna nonazae y 0oseoenni
SHAUHO20 6NAUBY Oepoicasu Ha 3micm cmametl y yiti eazemi. Lle 6uoHo 3 moeo, AKk Ha il wnanemax
Xapaxkmepu3syeanu opzaizamopie demoncmpayiil. Ille 0o cyoogozo npoyecy ix ynepeodoiceno nazusanu
HAYIOHANICMamu ma 36UHy6ayy6al Yy 6NIUEI 306HIUHIX YUHHUKIE 3 MEMOoIo OP2aHi3ayii yux npomecmie.
Ixni 0ii 306padicysanucs sk 3azpoza eonocmi ma 6pamepcmay 6 mesxcax fOzocnasii. Bucnosok. Ananiz
eazemnux mamepianie OoemoHcmpye ,wo “Pininovs” ciyeyeana sk iH¢opmayiuHuM KaHaiom, max
i [HCMpYMEeHmoM RONMUYHO20 6NIUGY, 30KpeMd y (DOPMYSAHHI 2pOoMAOCHKOI OYMKU MA RiOMpumyi
KOMYHICIMUYHO20 KOHMPOTIO HAO MO000I0 1 nyoniuHum ouckypcom. Ilo-nepuie, ouesuomno, ujo nouamroge
suceimiaenss “Pininovs” demoncmpayiii 27 nucmonaoa 1968 poxy 31aunoio Miporo cnupanocs Ha oQiyiini
Ooicepena, 30kpema Ha Komyrixe Bukonasuoi paou Kocosa. La 3anescnicms ceiouums npo 6iocymHicmy
HE3ANEHCHO20 HCYPHANICIMCLKO20 PO3CIIOV6aHH S, 4 HAMOMICIb NPUNYCKAE, WO 2a3ema (yHKYioHysana
AK nidcunosay depoicagrux Hapamueis. Lo we eadxciugiue, Haute OOCTIONCEHHS NIOKPECTOE, U0
“Pininova”, 6yoyuu y moil nepio0 €0uHoilo anbancbkoio ujooenHolo easemoio 6 Kocoeo, satimana
uimko ynepeodiceny nosuyiro. Bio aucmonaoa 1968 poxy 0o mpasusi 1969 poxy eazema Oisnia ax pynop
KOMYHICMUYHO20 KEPIGHUYMEA, NYONiKyIoUU KOHMEHM, CRPSIMOBAHULL HA OUCKPEOUMAayiio opeanizamopie
Mma mpaxkmyeanHs, 0eMOHCMPAYIl K WKIOTUBUX, UWIOBTHICMUYHUX [ HABIMb HayioHanicmuynux. Hailbinbw
nokasosum acnekmom mnyonikayivi “Pininoesa” € ii cmpamezia i3onayii opeanizamopis, i 600HOUAC
Odemoncmpayis npaznenns “‘spamysamu’ yuacnuxis. 10es nonseana 6 momy, wjod 306pasumu cmyoeHmie
SIK 66€0€HUX 8 OMAHY HEeBeNUKOI0 2PYyNol0 a2imamopis, eunpasoogyloul y makuii Cnocio sax noKapamHs.
nioepis, max i ioeonociune nepeguxoéans Oinvwocmi. Y yvomy cenci “Pininoes” cryeyeana 3acobom
HenpsMOoi KOMYHIKAYIT MIDIC KOMYHICIMUYHUM ICMeONiWMeHmoM ma CmyoeHmamu-npomecnmysaibHUKaMi.

Knrwuosi cnosa: oemoncmpayii' 1968 poky, cmyoenmu, “Pininovs”, Kocoso, FOeocnagis.

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 167



Oktaj HASANI, Bujar DUGOLLI, Clirim DURO

Problem Statement. During the 1968 students demonstrations in Kosovo, the newspaper
Rilindja was the only daily publication published in the Albanian language and served as a crucial
source of information for the public. The articles published in this newspaper reflect not only the
progression of events but also the direct influence of state structures — particularly the Kosovo
Provincial Committee — on the content and direction of media discourse. Our research in archival
documents has confirmed ideological intervention in shaping these narratives, with the aim of
aligning them with the official positions of the political leadership in Kosovo. However, the
coverage of the press during this period remains insufficiently studied in the Albanian-language
scholarship. Therefore, the objective of this research is to analyze how the 1968 demonstrations
were portrayed in Rilindja and to analyze the role of state politics in guiding the media reporting.

Review of Recent Research and Publications. The 1968 demonstrations in Kosovo
were not a significant surprise for the time. The 1968 year, was a year when protests occurred
in various European countries, including major cities in Yugoslavia such as Zagreb, Belgrade,
and Sarajevo. Researchers, both local and international, have extensively studied the 1968
demonstrations in Kosovo. The main theory regarding the reasons behind these protests
primarily revolves around national and political factors.

The British historian, Professor Noel Malcolm in his book ‘Kosova: A Short History’
argues that the outbreak of these demonstrations was a result of several political concessions.
These concessions occurred after the Brioni Plenum*, which, according to him, created
momentum for the pursuit of a republic. After Brioni Plenum 1966, Kosovo had already
gained various political rights, but not yet the status of a republic. “Now Kosovo had become
a legitimate federative entity, with the potential to exercise most or all of the competencies of
a republic, going forward, the political ambition of the Albanians in Kosovo would focus on
the next natural step: Kosovo as a Republic” (Malcolm, 2011, pp. 409-410).

Another scholar, Atdhe Hetemi, emphasizes that the students took to the streets with the
demand for a republic. According to him, this request was designed by the Albanian political
elites of the time. However, when they failed to achieve this demand, the focus shifted to the
students. “The Albanian elites in Kosovo channeled this idea for the Republic of Kosovo...
when it was rejected... the vision for the Republic of Kosovo passed to the students” (Hetemi,
2020, pp. 182—183). This theory is also found in the book by a historian Skénder Rizaj, who
highlights, among other things, that the organizers of these demonstrations were the Albanian
political elites of that era in Kosovo. (Rizaj, 2005, p. 57).

We find the same opinion in the book “Narratives about Kosovo”*. Daut Demaku, a
student at the time, when talking about these demonstrations, emphasizes: “I am still
annoyed today that the real organizers of those demonstrations, except for one (Authors:
We can allude to Professor Mark Krasniqi, who has come out publicly and asked students to
write their requests on paper and deliver them to local politicians in Kosovo), whom I know
has been involved, have not appeared in public. And I'm glad they were wise enough not to
appear in public because they have accomplished the task they set out to do. Their goal was
to get the job done, not to beat their chests and say that I did it” (Lama, 2022, pp. 180—181).

These statements support the theory that students were “used” as “puppets” by Albanian
politicians in Kosovo to advance the plan for a republic. The students were the ones through
whom the idea was to express the political demands of the Albanian people in Kosovo for the
creation of the Republic of Kosovo.

The opinion that these demonstrations erupted due to political reasons is also supported
by Shkodran Imeraj, a professor at the Institute of History “Ali Hadri” in Pristina. In his book
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Kosova 1968 — 1990: Aspects of Political Life in Kosovo during the Years 1968 — 1990,
he emphasizes that these demonstrations began because of the Albanian youth’s demand
for “freedom, equality, and national emancipation” (Imeraj, 2021, p. 55). To conclude this
section, as an argument that the demonstrations began for political and national reasons, we
also have the speech of one of the organizers of the 1968 demonstrations, Osman Dumoshi.
In his speech in Pristina on November 27, 1968, when the demands of the students were
listed, the first two points were requests for: /. Full realization of national rights and 2. Our
people should enjoy all the rights that other nations enjoy (Novosella, 2008, pp. 162—163).

And if we analyze them at their core, we understand that these demands were of a national
and political nature. The concessions made at the 1966 Brioni Plenum undoubtedly paved
the way for Kosovar Albanians to seek more political rights, with the main goal being the
creation of the Republic of Kosovo.

However, regarding the theory that the elite of Kosovo Albanian politicians were behind
the student demonstrations of 1968 in Kosovo, we consider this theory to be unfounded. The
communist Albanian politicians of Kosovo publicly condemned the organization of these
demonstrations.

Ali Shukriu, one of the most prominent communists on the political scene in Kosovo,
held a rally in the village of Bare in Shala e Bajgores, located in the Northeast part of Kosovo.
Among other things he emphasized that: “The organizers of these disturbing actions are
provocateurs... they are enemies of socialism and a tool of hostile foreign propaganda against
Yugoslavia.” (H., M. & J., F., 1968, p. 5). The organizers of the demonstrations were also
called enemies and provocateurs by Xhavit Nimani and Mahmut Bakalli (O., 1., 1968, p. 6).
On the other hand, the Chairman of the Provincial Committee of the Communist League
of Kosovo and Metohija, Veli Deva, in his statement dated November 29, 1968, published
in the newspaper “Rilindja”, on November 30, 1968, added that the demonstrations were
organized by hostile and chauvinistic forces and that an open and uncompromising war must
be waged against them (Redaksia e gazetés Rilindja, 1968, p. 7). Among other things, Deva
asked all Yugoslav peoples living in Kosovo to condemn these hostile demonstrations: “Al/
citizens of Kosovo and Metohija must condemn in the strictest terms such hostile actions.
The Albanians, Serbs, Montenegrins, and Turks in labor organizations and in the Socialist
League must uniquely paralyze their activity” (Redaksia e gazetés Rilindja, 1968, p. 7). Fadil
Hoxha, the speaker of the Provincial Assembly of Kosovo, also made a statement against
the organizers of the demonstrations. Hoxha described the demonstrations as hostile and
chauvinistic acts that brought damage to the people of Kosovo. He stated: “Enemies... went
hand in hand with organizing demonstrations in Pristina, Ferizaj, Gilan, and Podujevo... they
are hostile and chauvinistic acts and, as such, brought harm to the people of the province”
(A., D., 1968, p. 6).

Therefore, based on these statements and the attitudes of the most important communist
politicians of the Communist League of Kosovo, as well as the lack of any document
evidencing their involvement in these demonstrations, we can conclude that the Albanian
political elite of Kosovo was not behind these demonstrations, as was mentioned in some
theories above.

Research Results. About the demonstrations of 1968 in the newspaper “Rilindja”, which
was published in Prishtina, there were various articles, which in one form or another would
provide information on what was happening with those demonstrations and the organizers
of these demonstrations. The first demonstrations of students and pupils of Kosovo broke
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out in October 1968, but without having any great impact, while the great demonstration of
Albanian students would break out in November 1968, specifically on November 27, 1968,
in cities such as Prishtina, Peja, Ferizaj, Gjilan, Podujeva, (Rilindja, “Kumtesa e Késhillit
Ekzekutiv Krahinor”, 1968, p. 3), where many young men and women would flock to the
streets of these cities to demand political, economic, social and educational rights for the
province of Kosovo.

The first article that would be published in the daily newspaper published in Kosovo in
the Albanian language “Rilindja”, would be an article dated in November 28, 1968, when
this newspaper would publish the statement of the Provincial Executive Council of Kosovo
on the demonstrations that had happened in the cities of Kosovo during November 27, 1968
(Rilindja, “Kumtesa e K&shillit Ekzekutiv Krahinor”, 1968, p. 3). This would be the only
material published in this newspaper in the festive issue of “Rilindja” in that period. The
document published on November 28, 1968, was short and mainly provided information
about the demonstrations that took place in the aforementioned cities of Kosovo. The
newspaper “Rilindja” had previously announced that, on November 28, in connection with
the “November celebrations”, it would publish a special festive edition. This date, among
other things, also corresponded to Albania’s Independence Day, November 28, 1912. This
announcement was strongly disapproved of by Xhevdet Hamza, a member of the Provincial
Committee in Kosovo. At the meeting held on November 28, 1968, Hamza criticized the
newspaper Rilindja “...for having announced that, during the November celebrations, it
would be issued as a festive edition” (Ceku, 2009, pp. 36-37). Based on archival documents,
this represents the first instance following these demonstrations in which politicians from
Kosovo sought to intervene directly in the writings published in “Rilindja”.

According to the statement, the demonstrations began in the afternoon around 16:00 near
the Faculty of Philosophy in Prishtina. It was observed that the number of demonstrators
was higher in this city, whereas in other cities of Kosovo, as mentioned in the statement, the
number of participants was smaller. If we analyze the information obtained from this source,
we notice that the largest number of participants was in Pristina, we consider this to be due to
two main reasons: 1. Prishtina was the “centre” of Albanian students who mainly attended the
Faculty of Philosophy; 2. Prishtina was the coordinating centre of these demonstrations, so
the number of participants is not surprisingly greater, since the “hand” of the organizers and
the impact of their activity within the city where they lived and acted can be seen.

In this statement, it is also notable how these demonstrations are characterized, although
there is no detailed analysis provided regarding their underlying causes. Through this
statement, we consider that the elite of Kosovo Albanian politicians wanted to “clear”
themselves of the possible accusations of other politicians in Yugoslavia, on the organization
of these demonstrations, therefore the reaction was immediate and these demonstrations were
considered hostile. “...after the demonstrations, the working people and citizens of Kosovo
and Metohija are judging and condemning this unfriendly activity...they demand that the
strictest measures be taken against the organizers” (Rilindja, “Kumtesa e Késhillit Ekzekutiv
Krahinor”, 1968, p. 3), let alone that they reacted quickly concerning these demonstrations,
but indirectly speaking on behalf of all the citizens of Kosovo, the politicians from Kosovo
demanded that the organizers receive the strictest possible punishments.

The publication of articles in the newspaper “Rilindja” during November, did not cease
with the release of this statement alone. Throughout the November month, “Rilindja”
published 12 articles addressing the topic of the 1968 demonstrations in Kosovo. In addition
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to the 12 articles that would be published in November, this newspaper would also publish 4
other statements that would condemn the activities of the demonstrators in the various cities
of Kosovo. What is observed in these articles and statements published in the “Rilindja”
newspaper, throughout November 1968, are mainly the attitudes of the: Provincial Executive
Council, the collective of the Faculty of Philosophy, the councils and collectives of enterprises
in Kosovo such as “Kosova”, “Put”, “Emin Duraku”, etc., the Municipal Committee of the
League of Communists of Pristina, the Provincial Committee of the Youth League, the
Presidency of the League of Students of Kosovo and Metohija, the Provincial Council of the
League of Trade Unions, etc.

All parties condemned the demonstrations. Regarding the position taken on these events,
a chief focus should be on the statement made by the president of the Provincial Council of
the Students League, Mr. Qenan Shaipi. In his stance on the demonstrations, he emphasized,
among other things, that the organization he leads is prepared “...to settle accounts with all
reactionary forces” (Rilindja, “Lidhja e Studentéve &shté e gatshme t’i qéroj hesapet me t&
gjitha forcat reaksionare”, 1968, p. 8). This statement proves that the organizers of these
demonstrations had nothing to do with the Provincial Council of the Students League, and at
the same time this statement is an important fact that in Kosovo there were students who were
dissatisfied with the activities and attitudes of the Provincial Council of the Students League.
So, based on this statement, and the demonstrative activities in the cities of Kosovo, we can
conclude that in Kosovo in 1968 there were two groups of students, whose attitudes differed
radically from each other.

The scholar Atdhe Hetemi in his book “Student Movements for the Republic of Kosovo 1968,
1981, 19977, states that some Albanian students since 1964 had formed their informal political
group otherwise known as the “Student Committee™*, part of this group were also Osman
Dumoshi, Selatin Novosella, Adil Pireva, etc. (Hetemi, 2020, pp. 157-158). They were the
organizers of the 1968 demonstrations in Kosovo. The existence of these student groups serves
as the strongest evidence that during the 1960s in Kosovo, we had divergent political ideologies
and actions among Albanian students, regarding the political future of Kosovo. The defining
feature of the November 1968 publications on the demonstrations in Kosovo is primarily the
support extended by various committees, including those of unions, enterprises, and municipal
assemblies, to the statement issued by the Executive Council of the Province of Kosovo regarding
the organization and development of these demonstrations. Unfortunately, no article can be found
that highlights the murder of the student Murat Mehmeti (Arkivi i Shoqatés sé t€ Burgosurve
Politik t€ Kosovés, 1968, Dokumenti nr. 7), who was killed during the gunfire that erupted at these
demonstrations. In addition to Murat Mehmeti, 27 other demonstrators were also injured (Archive
of the Association of Political Prisoners of Kosovo, 1968, Document no. 8). The only article that
provides brief statistics on those injured in these demonstrations but does not give much detail on
how the execution of Murat Mehmeti came about is the article of 30 November entitled “What
Happened in Prishtina’ (Rilindja, ‘Cka ndodhi né Prishting’, 1968, p. 7).

While December would be completely different. The newspaper “Rilindja” would
continue to publish articles about these demonstrations. What distinguished December from
November 1968 and the first 4 months of 1969 is the fact that in December 1968 in the
newspaper “Rilindja” we can find 57 articles (or 71.3% of the articles in total) that were
published, which would deal with the realization of these demonstrations in several directions.

Unlike November, December 1968 saw a shift in focus towards statements and calls for
punishing the organizers of the demonstrations. For instance, on December 3, the Municipal
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Committee of the League of Communists of Gjakova demanded the harshest possible
measures for the organizers (M., K., 1968, p. 5). Similarly, on December 4, the Communists
of the Chair of Albanian Studies in Pristina convened a meeting regarding the demonstrations,
and their stance, published on December 5, 1968, called for the punishment of the organizers.
(Pireva, 1968, p. 6) The Executive Council of the Municipal Conference of Ferizaj also joined
in, demanding “...effective measures against the main organizers” (Rifati, 1968, p. 7). Thus,
there were consistent demands from unions and various committees for appropriate action
against the organizers. We consider that such statements came for the reason that no one
wanted to be implicated as a co-organizer or supporter of these demonstrations, otherwise,
his position in the then communist Kosovo would not have been more favourable, which is
why we have so much support for the Executive Committee of the Province and the positions
that this committee took about the demonstrations.

The articles of December 1968 are notably characterized by the statements of Albanian
and Kosovo Serb politicians and their respective positions about the demonstrations.
Throughout this month, the “Rilindja” newspaper published 18 statements or speeches from
politicians in Kosovo. For instance, in the issues of December 4, 1968, were published
thoughts of Iljaz Kurtesh, Salih Nushi, Hajredin Hoxha, Hashim Mustafa, Mustafa Plakiqi,
Jovo Shotra, and Sherafedin Sylejmani, (Rilindja, “Diskutime n€ mbledhjen e Kryesisé sé
konferencés krahinore t&¢ LSPP”, 1968, p. 6), all members of the Presidency of the LSSP
Provincial Conference about these protests. They unanimously condemned the activities of
the organizers of the 1968 demonstrations in Kosovo.

Also, on December 5, 1968, the Central Committee of the Communist League in Kosovo
would meet once again to «condemny the organization of these demonstrations. From this
meeting, in the issue of December 7, 1968, in the “Rilindja” newspaper, were published
the speeches and thoughts of Veli Deva, Orhan Nevzat, Zoran Matkovic, Llatnika Perovic,
Ali Shukriu, Mirko Ganadanovic, Simeon Zatezajlo, Slavko Veselinov, Pedrog Ajtiq, Marko
Nikezqit, and Mirko Popovic about these demonstrations (Rilindja, “Lidhja Komuniste ka
gézue e gézon pérkrahjen e ploté t&€ mbaré popullit”, 1968, pp. 5-10).

Both Albanian and Serbian politicians aimed to downplay the significance of the
demonstrations and portray the organizers as people without any support from the population
in Kosovo. Additionally, there was a tendency to emphasize as much as possible that the
demonstrations had not succeeded in disrupting the political system in Kosovo. This sentiment
is exemplified in Ali Shukri’s speech, where he emphasized that while the demonstrations
in Kosovo were indeed a setback, but they were never a defeat for them (Rilindja, “Nga
mbledhja e dyt€ e KQ té LKS”, 1968, p. 7).

In these speeches, we see a tendency to overcome the situation without making much
noise, and without paying much attention to the demonstrations and demonstrators, we
consider that the idea was that these demonstrations should not remain as actualities, because
we think that such a thing would have a negative impact for the political system in Yugoslavia
as it could encourage popular measures against the government.

Also, based on the fact that there were student demonstrations all over the Balkans during
1968, local politicians were interested in overcoming this situation without publicly giving them
the importance that these demonstrations had, all this so that the measure is easier to manage.

The communists of the “Rilindja” newspaper also opposed the demonstrators and
demonstrations. At their meeting held on December 11, 1968, they condemned the Albanian
chauvinism and nationalism shown in the demonstrations of 1968. The communists of the
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newspaper “Rilindja”, described these demonstrations as being in direct opposition to the
interests of the Albanians in Yugoslavia (Rilindja, “Nacionalizmi dhe shovinizmi damtojné
ma s€ shumti kombin ku paraqitén”, 1968, pp. 1-5). The publication of this article in
the newspaper “Rilindja” came in the wake of criticism by Fadil Hoxha, one of the most
influential politicians in Kosovo after World War II, directed toward the communists of
“Rilindja”. At the meeting of the Provincial Committee of Kosovo and Metohija held on
December 9, 1968, Hoxha, in his speech, sharply criticized the journalists of “Rilindja”,
stressing that they had done nothing to counter the propaganda of the Albanian newspapers
published in Albania. In his address, Hoxha proposed that all individuals who had failed to
meet the demands of their positions should be replaced (Ceku, 2009, pp. 151-154). This
speech appears to have had its intended effect, as only three days later “Rilindja” published
an article entitled “Nationalism and Chauvinism Harm Most the Nation in Which They
Appear,” which attacked the demonstrations and their organizers as Albanian nationalists
and chauvinists whose actions had, above all, harmed the Albanian population of Kosovo.

A notable aspect of the articles published in this newspaper is the tendency of the
communists from Kosovo to present the students who participated in the 1968 protests as
individuals deceived by various illegal Albanian political groups. As such, they believed these
students should be treated and guided back to the right path, which is Yugoslav communism.

For this reason, in December 1968, “Rilindja”, published two important articles addressing
this issue. The first article, published on December 13, 1968, titled “Even the Demonstrators
are Returning to the Positions of the LR, discuses about the high school students of Prishtina
that were part of these protests. It reveals that these students after the participating in the
protests realized that they were deceived and now they are supporting Provincial Committees
Communique against these demonstrations. “...the young people who participated in the
demonstrations regretted their act, because they were deceived...” (J., B., 1968, p. 6). The
second article on this matter was published on December 22, 1968, revealing the positions of
the Communists of the Faculty of Philosophy in Pristina. They believed that necessary measures
should be taken against the organizers, while the participants who were “probably deceived”
should be educated to improve their ideological and political understanding. (I., N., 1968)

Here we see a tendency among the communists from Kosovo, specifically within two
groups: The League of Communist Youth and the Communists of the Faculty of Philosophy,
which we think came out with these two statements not by chance. Why do we say these
statements did not appear by chance? It is because we consider the following: 1. The League
of Communist Youth did not have the luxury of demanding strict measures to against the
participants in the demonstrations. Their idea was to bring these participants closer to the
Party, ultimately amnestying their participation and presenting it as “deception” by the
organizers. In this way, the young people, afraid of the strictest possible punishments,
would give up their «hostile» activity, and at the same time they would add to the ranks of
the communist youth in Kosovo, of course always being closely watched; 2. The Faculty
of Philosophy, which had the most Albanian students, likely viewed any harsh measures
against the majority of students as dangerous. They agreed to target the organizers, but
not the participants, understanding that the large number of involved students could lead
to even greater riots if struck directly. Thus, we believe that their interest was in “buying”
peace with the students who participated in the demonstrations. By portraying them as
deceived before the public opinion, they aimed to amnesty their protest actions during
November 27, 1968.
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Thus, it was natural for these two groups to issue these statements, because directly or
indirectly, the Communists of the Faculty of Philosophy and the League of Communist Youth
were responsible for the ideological and political emancipation of students and pupils in
Kosovo. The faculty communists were mainly responsible for staff and students, while the
LCY*, was responsible for youth.

Among other things, we consider that there is another reason for the call to punish the
organizers and “amnesty” the participants. We think this lies in a wise strategic action: the
punishment of the organizers would be useful for the communists, but more useful for them
was to leave the organizers without support and to eliminate the potential legacy left by the
organizers of the demonstrations. Therefore, the attempt to “protect” the participants can
be seen as a “visionary” strategy for the goals of the communist groups in Kosovo. The
“disappearance of the hostile legacy” (as they saw it) would leave the way open for the
ideological emancipation of the Albanian youth of Kosovo. However, this strategy ultimately
failed, as evidenced by subsequent demonstrations against Yugoslavia in Kosovo during
1981, 1982, 1989, and 1997, which constitute special topics for further discussion.

The situation regarding the coverage of these demonstrations in the “Rilindja” newspaper
begins to change in 1969. We believe that the importance of covering these demonstrations
in the newspaper begins to decline. This is evidenced by the fact that in 1969, there are
only 11 recorded articles that directly address the 1968 demonstrations in Kosovo. The
first article about these demonstrations in 1969 was published on January 4. This article
informed public that the trial of the organizers of demonstrations would begin very soon. The
article titled: “Demonstrators soon before the Court”, announced that until January 4, the
court had fully convicted 55 demonstrators who had participated in the November 27, 1968
demonstrations. (Rilindja, “Demonstruesit s¢ shpejti para Gjygjit”, 1969, p. 4). On January
5, 1969, in “Rilindja”, published another article exposing the positions of the Communists
of the Military Zone of Skopje, they also considered these demonstrations as chauvinistic
demonstrations (Rilindja, “Dénuen demonstratat né¢ Kosové e Tetové”, 1969, p. 5). January
1969 would end only with these two articles which provided information directly about the
fate of the organizers of these demonstrations in Prishtina.

In the months of February and March 1969, a total of four articles were published,
containing positions and condemnations by Yugoslav politicians regarding the organization
of these demonstrations. One important article stands out: The March 1, 1969 article titled “4
Lawsuit was Filed against the Organizers of the Demonstrations in Pristina”. Although not
very long, this article provides information on the indictments brought against the students
who were the organizers of the demonstrations on November 27, 1968 in Pristina. According to
this article, the lawsuit was filed against: Osman Dumoshi, Hasan Dermak, Selatin Novosella,
Afrim Loxha, Skender Mucollit, Xheladin Rekaliu, Skender Kastrati, Adil Pireva and Iljaz
Pireva, who were accused of organizing hostile demonstrations in Prishtina on November 27,
1968 (Rilindja, “U ngreh padia kundér organizatoréve t& demonstratave né Prishting”, 1969, p.
5). It should be emphasized that the students mentioned in this article were the organizational
heads of these demonstrations. Their severe punishment would be a guarantee for the Yugoslav
state that there would be no more leaders to lead the students. Therefore, it was important for
the state to punish the leaders as harshly as possible (and for this the lawsuit should be prepared
as soon as possible), so that the mass of students would remain leaderless. Meanwhile, the
participants should be amnestied to buy peace with the Albanian students, and these two actions
would help to normalize the political situation in Kosovo.
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The information about the trial of the organizers continued throughout April 1969. A total
of five articles discuss about the trial of the organizers of these demonstrations. The first article
was published on April 3, 1969, titled: “The Trial of the Organizers of the Demonstrations
Began” (Rilindja R. e., 1969, p. 6). This article can be seen as a continuation of the March 1,
1969, article, as it provides information on the trial of the aforementioned students.

If we carefully analyze the article, we notice that the average age of the organizational
heads of these demonstrations was 23 years. The youngest was Skénder Mugolli 20 years old,
while the oldest was Iljaz Pireva at 25 years old. The article provides information that the
prosecutor of the case was Sahit Meraku, while the chairman of the jury was Nazmi Juniku,
while the accused students were defended by Filo Filota and Jovan Vugkevic from Belgrade,
and Bllazha Stankovic and Mehmet Dushku, from Pristina (Rilindja R. e., 1969, p. 6).

The trial of the accused students was covered by “Rilindja”, through another article dated
April 4, 1969. This article provided information on how the organizers admitted their guilt
and disclosed details about how they organized these demonstrations (N., L., 1969, p. 6).
It should be noted that “Rilindja”, in the article “The Verdict is Announced on Monday”,
provided information that the verdict for the accused students will be announced on April 7,
1969 (Rilindja R. e., “T¢€ hénen shpallet aktgjykimi”, 1969, p. 4).

We consider that the most important article regarding these demonstrations, was
published on April 8, 19609, titled: “The Organizers of the Demonstrations were Sentenced”.
This article provides crucial information on the punishments received by the organizers of
the protests. According to this article, the organizers of the demonstrations were sentenced as
follows: 5 years of imprisonment were given to: Osman Dumoshi, Hasan Dérmaku, Selatin
Novosella and Adil Pireva, 4 years of imprisonment were given to Skénder Kastrati and
Xheladin Rekaliu, 3 years of imprisonment were given to Iljaz Pireva, Skénder Mugolli and
Afrim Loxha. (Rilindja R. e., “U dénuan organizatorét e demonstratave”, 1969, p. 6).

The organizers of these demonstrations were tried under the charge of conducting hostile
propaganda, as defined by Article 118 of the Criminal Code and Article 509, Paragraphs
1 and 2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Arkivi i Shoqatés s€ té¢ Burgosurve Politik t&
Kosovés, 1968, Dokumenti nr. 13). While it should be noted that the trial for the organizers
was held on 7 April 1969, on the same day when the decision was taken for their punishment
(Arkivi i Shoqatés s€ t& Burgosurve Politik t&€ Kosovés, 1969, Dokumenti nr. 18).

The newspaper “Rilindja” did not publish only the punishments for the organizers of the
demonstrations in the city of Prishtina but also followed the trials of the organizers in other
cities of Kosovo. One such instance is the trial against the organizers of the demonstrations
in the city of Podujevo. An article dated April 11, 1969, discusses the punishments received
by the organizers of the demonstrations in Podujevo. The article titled: “Organizers of
demonstrations in Podujevo 42 months in prison”, provides information that the organizers
of these demonstrations: Hamit Abdullahu, Sabit Syla, Hakif Sheholli, were sentenced to a
total of 42 months in prison. According to this article: Hamit Abdullahu, a security guard,
was sentenced to 16 months in prison; Sabit Syla, a student, was sentenced to 14 months in
prison; Hakif Sheholli, a teacher, was sentenced to 12 months or 1 year in prison (Islami,
1969, p. 5).

The saga of the treatment of the of November 1968 in Kosovo, as covered in the
newspaper “Rilindja”, concludes with the article of April 11, 1969. We believe that there are
two reasons that contributed to this early conclusion: 1. The end of the trials marked the end
of the process, diminishing reader interest in further analysis once the organizers had been
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punished; 2. We think that the newspaper’s focus shifted to Macedonia, particularly to the
city of Tetovo, where students demonstrations began on December 24, 1968. “Rilindja”,
closely monitored these developments in Tetovo, publishing about twenty-five articles that
provides continuous updates on events unfolding in another region of Yugoslavia.

Conclusion. Based on our comprehensive and systematic research, we have reached
several critical conclusions regarding the role of the Rilindja newspaper during the
1968 student demonstrations in Kosovo. Our findings not only reflect the historical context
of the events, but also reveal the political motives and media strategy employed during that
time. The analysis demonstrates how “Rilindja” served both as an informational outlet and
as a tool of political influence, particularly in shaping public reception and maintaining
communist control over youth and public discourse.

Firstly, itis clear that “Rilindja’s” initial coverage of the November 27, 1968 demonstrations
relied heavily on official sources, specifically the Communique of the Provincial Executive
Council of Kosovo. This reliance indicates a lack of independent journalistic investigation,
and instead suggests that the newspaper functioned as an amplifier of state narratives. The
emphasis on Pristina as the main center of the protests reflects both the demographic reality —
being the hub of Albanian students — and the organizational leadership located there.

More importantly, our research highlights that “Rilindja”, being the only Albanian-
language daily newspaper in Kosovo at the time, adopted a distinctly biased stance. From
November 1968 to May 1969, the newspaper acted as a mouthpiece for the communist
leadership, publishing content aimed at discrediting the organizers and portraying the
demonstrations as harmful, chauvinist, and even nationalist. It is evident that the goal was
to generate a negative public opinion and to suppress any narrative that could challenge the
political status quo.

A deeper examination of the content reveals political polarization among students, divided
between the state-influenced Provincial Council of the Students’ League and the more radical
Student Committee that led the protests. This division is crucial to understanding the broader
political climate and the pressures facing youth activism at the time.

The most telling aspect of “Rilindja’s” coverage lies in its strategy to isolate the organizers
while seeking to “save” the participants. The idea was to portray the students as misled
by a small group of agitators, thus justifying both the punishment of the leaders and the
ideological re-education of the majority. In this sense, “Rilindja” served as a medium of
indirect communication between the communist establishment and the protesting students.
The articles published in December 1968 exemplify this: the attempt to bring demonstrators
“back to the positions of the League of Communists” was a calculated move to neutralize
dissent while maintaining the appearance of ideological authority.

Moreover, the statements issued by the League of Communist Youth and the Communist
Cell of the Faculty of Philosophy were not coincidental. In our view, these were part of a
deliberate and strategic maneuver. These two groups, responsible for the ideological oversight
of students, recognized the risk of alienating the youth. Instead of mass punishment, their
strategy was to “buy peace” by offering amnesty to the participants, while isolating and
discrediting the organizers. This approach allowed the regime to suppress the legacy of the
demonstrations without provoking further unrest.

Finally, the closure of “Rilindja’s” coverage in April 1969, shortly after the trials
concluded, suggests a conscious effort to shift focus and minimize the long-term political
relevance of the demonstrations. The newspaper then redirected its focus to similar events
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in Macedonia, particularly Tetovo, indicating a regional pattern of unrest that the authorities
sought to manage discreetly.

In conclusion, “Rilindja” played a crucial role in shaping the political narrative of the
1968 demonstrations. Articles published in “Rilindja” were, not infrequently, “crafted”
during meetings of the Provincial Committee of Kosovo and Metohija. As evidenced in
the case of the criticisms voiced by Xhevdet Hamza, followed by the “threats” from Fadil
Hoxha — who stressed that those failing to perform their duties properly should be replaced —
such interventions played a crucial role in shaping the narrative on the demonstrations within
the newspaper’s own articles. This constitutes significant evidence of the extent to which the
state influenced the writing of articles opposing the demonstrations and their participants.
Through careful messaging and strategic alignment with state interests, it contributed to
the suppression of student activism while preserving the image of ideological control. This
case illustrates how media under authoritarian influence can serve to neutralize dissent not
only through direct condemnation but also through calculated psychological and ideological
manipulation.

Funding. The authors did not receive any financial assistance for the research and
publication of this scientific work.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Arkivi i Shoqatés sé té Burgosurve Politik té Kosovés. (1968). [Archive of the Association of
Political Prisoners of Kosovo] Gjyqi i Qarkut né Prishtiné: Urdhéresé pér ndjekjen e Selatin Novosellés
[District Court in Pristina: Order for the prosecution of Selatin Novosella] (Dokumenti nr. 13, Dosja
nr. 309/68). ASHBPK.

Arkivi i Shoqatés sé té Burgosurve Politik té Kosovés. (1968). [Archive of the Association of
Political Prisoners of Kosovo] Obduksioni gjyqésor i Murat Mehmetit [ The forensic autopsy of Murat
Mehmeti] (Dokumenti nr. 7, Dosja nr. 1917). ASHBPK.

Arkivi i Shoqatés sé té Burgosurve Politik té Kosovés. (1968). [Archive of the Association of
Political Prisoners of Kosovo] Obduksioni gjyqésor i Murat Mehmetit [The forensic autopsy of Murat
Mehmeti] (Dokumenti nr. 8, Dosja nr. 1917). ASHBPK.

Arkivi i Shoqatés sé té Burgosurve Politik té Kosovés. (1969). [Archive of the Association of
Political Prisoners of Kosovo] Aktgjykimi i Gjyqit t¢ Qarkut né€ Prishtiné [Judgment of the District
Court in Pristina] (Dokumenti nr. 18, Dosja nr. 23/69). ASHBPK.

Ceku, E. (2009). Demonstratat e vitit 1968 né Arkivin e Kosovés [The 1968 Demonstrations in the
Kosovo Archives]. Prishtiné: Brezi’ 81. [in Albanian].

Rizaj, S. (2005). E drejta historike e shqiptaréve pér vetévendosje [The Historical Right of
Albanians to Self-Determination]. Prishtiné: Qendra e Mendimit Pozitiv. [in Albanian].

Hetemi, A. (2020). Lévizjet studentore pér Republikén e Kosovés, 1968, 1981 dhe 1997 [Student
Movements for the Republic of Kosovo, 1968, 1981 and 1997]. Prishtiné: Artini — Toena. [in Albanian].

Imeraj, Sh. (2021). Kosova 1968 — 1990 (aspekte té jetés politike né Kosové gjaté viteve 1968
— 1990) [Kosovo 1968 — 1990 (Aspects of Political Life in Kosovo during 1968 — 1990)]. Prishtiné:
Instituti i Historisé “Ali Hadri”. [in Albanian].

Malcolm, N. (2011). Kosova njé histori e shkurtér [Kosovo a Short History]. Prishtiné: Botimet
KOHA. [in Albanian].

Novosella, S. (2008). Demonstratat e gjashtédhjetetetés [The Demonstrations of the Sixty-Eight].
Prishtiné: Shogata e t€ burgosurve politik. [in Albanian].

B, J. (1968, Dhjetor 13). “Edhe demonstruesit po kthehen né pozitat e LR” [“Even the demonstrators
are returning to the LR positions”]. Rilindja, 6.

D, A. (1968, Dhjetor 3). “Diskutime né mbledhjen e Kryesis€ s¢ konferencés krahinore t&¢ LSSP”
[“Discussions at the meeting of the Presidency of the provincial conference of the LSSP”]. Rilindja, 6.
[in Albanian].

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 177



Oktaj HASANI, Bujar DUGOLLI, Clirim DURO

H., M. &. (1968, Néntor 30). Miting i madh popullor né Shalé t& Bajgorés: Uniteti i popujve forca mé
e madhe [Large popular rally in Shala of Bajgora: Unity of the peoples the greatest force]. Rilindja, 5. [in
Albanian].

L, N. (1968, Dhjetor 22). “T’i kthejmé né rrugg t€ drejté studentét e mashtruem” [“Let’s bring the misled
students back to the right path”]. Rilindja. [in Albanian].

I, O. (1968, Néntor 30). Jemi mé kompakt se kurré ma paré [We are more compact than ever before].
Rilindja, 6. [in Albanian)].

Islami, L. (1969, Prill 11). “Organizatoréve t€ demonstratave né¢ Podujevé 42 muaj burg” [“The
organizers of the demonstrations in Podujevo 42 months in prison”]. Rilindja, 5. [in Albanian].

L, N. (1969, Prill 04). “Sot pritet fjala pérfundimtare” [“Today the final word is expected”]. Rilindja, 6.
[in Albanian].

Lama, F. (2022). Rréfime pér Kosovén 1939 — 1970 [Stories about Kosovo 1939 — 1970] / F. Surroi,
(Ed). Prishtiné: Botimet KOHA. [in Albanian].

M., K. (1968, Dhjetor 3). “Gjakova kundér turbulluesve” [“Gjakova against the troublemakers”].
Rilindja, 5. [in Albanian].

Pireva, A. (1968, Dhjetor 5). “Duhet dénue organizatorét e demonstratave” [“The organizers of the
demonstrations must be punished”]. Rilindja, 6. [in Albanian].

Rifati, R. (1968, Dhjetor 6). “Pér organizatorét e demonstratave masa t€ shumndurueshme” [“For the
organizers of the demonstrations, unbearable measures”]. Rilindja, 7. [in Albanian)].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Dhjetor 30). “Cka ndodhi né Prishting” [“What happened in Prishtina”]. Rilindja,
7. [in Albanian)].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Dhjetor 4). “Diskutime né mbledhjen e Kryesisé sé¢ konferencés krahinore té
LSPP” [“Discussions at the meeting of the Presidency of the provincial conference of the LSPP”). Rilindja,
6. [in Albanian)].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Néntor 28, 29, 30). “Kumtesa e Késhillit Ekzekutiv Krahinor” [“Statement of the
Provincial Executive Council”]. Rilindja, 3. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Néntor 30). “Lidhja ¢ Studentéve &shté ¢ gatshme t’i qéroj hesapet me té gjitha
forcat reaksionare” [“The Student League is ready to settle accounts with all reactionary forces”]. Rilindja,
8. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Dhjetor 7). “Lidhja Komuniste ka gézue ¢ gézon pérkrahjen e ploté t&€ mbaré
popullit” [“The Communist League has enjoyed and enjoys the full support of the entire people”]. Rilindja,
5-10. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Dhjetor 12). “Nacionalizmi dhe shovinizmi damtojné ma sé shumti kombin ku
paraqitén” [“Nationalism and chauvinism mostly damage the nation they represent”]. Rilindja, 1-5. [in
Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Dhjetor 7). “Nga mbledhja ¢ dyté e KQ t&¢ LKS” [“From the second meeting of the
KQ of the LKS”]. Rilindja, 7. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1968, Néntor 30). Luft€ e hapét e pa kompromisé kundér elementeve shoviniste
destruktive [Open and uncompromising war against destructive chauvinist elements]. Rilindja, 7. [in
Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1969, Prill 5). “T€ hénen shpallet aktgjykimi” [“The verdict will be announced on
Monday”]. Rilindja, 4. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1969, Janar 4). “Demonstruesit s¢ shpejti para Gjygjit” [“The demonstrators will soon
be on trial”]. Rilindja, 4. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1969, Janar 5). “Dénuen demonstratat né¢ Kosové e Tetové” [“The demonstrations in
Kosovo and Tetovo were condemned”). Rilindja, 5. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1969, Prill 3). “Filloi gjykimi i organizatoréve t€ demonstratave” [“The trial of the
organizers of the demonstrations began”]. Rilindja, 6. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1969, Prill 8). “U dénuan organizatorét ¢ demonstratave” [“The organizers of the
demonstrations were sentenced”]. Rilindja, 6. [in Albanian].

Rilindja, R. e. (1969, Mars 1). “U ngreh padia kundér organizatoréve t&€ demonstratave né Prishting”
[“The lawsuit was filed against the organizers of the demonstrations in Prishtina”]. Rilindja, 5. [in Albanian].

The article was recived April 28, 2025.
Article recommended for publishing 28/11/2025.

178 Skhidnoievropeiskyi Istorychnyi Visnyk. Issue 37. 2025



