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The humanitarian sphere of Ukraine, including education, suffered massive losses during
the years of the modern Russo-Ukrainian war, which began in February 2014 (Ilnytskyi,
Starka, & Haliv, 2022; Haliv, & Sviontyk, 2023; Haliv, & Ilnytskyi, 2023). The education
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system suffered both direct and indirect losses. The former include the destruction of
educational institutions, the death of teachers and pupils, lecturers and students, and the use
of Ukrainian schools in the occupied territories by the Russians to implement their own
educational programmes. Indirect losses usually include difficulties that interfere with
the organization of a traditional educational process: air strikes, internal relocation of the
educational process participants within Ukraine and their departure abroad, deterioration of
educational institutions material support, etc. It is precisely these aspects of the education
system functioning in Ukraine that are the subject of the monograph written by the Ukrainian
scholars Nelia Nychkalo, Oksana Ovcharuk, Valentyna Hordiyenko, and Iryna Ivaniuk,
which was published in 2024.

The monograph consists of nine chapters. In Chapter I, the authors outlined the tragedy
of the Ukrainian people, pointing at the deaths and injuries of children. They used publicly
available statistics posted on the “Children of War” platform. According to it, as of March
2024, according to official information from the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, 531
children died and more than 1,231 were wounded and injured of varying severity. The most
affected children lived in the following regions: Donetsk — 520, Kharkiv — 332, Kherson —
148, Kyiv — 130, Dnipropetrovsk — 111, Mykolayiv — 101, Zaporizhzhia — 100, Chernihiv
— 72, Luhansk — 67 (p. 15). The UNICEF data were cited, according to which at least half
of children aged 13-15 experienced psychological consequences of the war in Ukraine, had
problems with sleeping, and every fifth one suffered from intrusive thoughts and memories,
which are typical symptoms of a post-traumatic stress disorder. 40% of children across
Ukraine experience difficulties accessing education due to lack of appropriate conditions,
and in frontline areas, half of school-age children have no access to education at all. Children
lost two years of Reading lessons and a year of Mathematics (p. 16).

Chapter 2, “Large-scale Destruction of Ukraine — Undeniable Signs of Genocide,” focuses
on characterizing the scale of educational institutions destruction. The authors conclude
that education is also one of the most affected areas. The education sector, as of early
September 2023, suffered losses of 10.1 billion US dollars. The total number of damaged
and destroyed educational facilities exceeds 3.5 thousand, including 1.7 thousand secondary
education institutions, more than 1 thousand preschool institutions, and 586 higher education
institutions. The greatest losses from destruction and damage to educational institutions are
in Kharkiv, Donetsk, Chernihiv, Zaporizhzhia and Kyiv regions (p. 22). It should be noted
that the title of this chapter is incorrect, because material and financial losses in the war are
not evidence or sign of genocide. Genocide is indicated by Russia’s goals in this war, as well
as the murders of the Ukrainian population by the Russian troops, the abduction of Ukrainian
children, and forced assimilation of the Ukrainians.

Chapter 3 of the monograph deals with the abduction of Ukrainian children, actually
organized by the Russian occupation authorities. The authors, relying on reports from the
media, the Ukrainian authorities, and analytical data from public organizations, provided
known information about the deportation of Ukrainian children and the existence of filtration
units where parents are separated from their children. Therefore, in the chapter there are
provided several examples of the tragic fate of Ukrainian children who were abducted by the
Russians, and some children who were adopted by the Russian families without their will
(or the consent of their parents/guardians). It should be noted that the issue of abduction of
Ukrainian children was investigated on the basis of open sources by M. Haliv, V. Ilnytskyi,
0. Karpenko (Haliv, Ilnytskyi, & Karpenko, 2024; Haliv, & Karpenko, 2024).
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In Chapter 4, the authors analyze the threats to the education system under martial law.
First of all, the scholars point out three options for the educational process in Ukraine:
online, offline, and blended. Forms of education in educational institutions are determined
by regional military administrations, taking into account the current state of emergency.
According to the information of the regional military administrations (except for Donetsk,
Luhansk and Kherson regions), as of August 15, 2023, 19,170 objects (buildings) of
educational institutions were ready for the educational process in the full-time form of
training according to the indicators of providing participants in the educational process with
protective structures of civil defense, which amounted to 67.97% of the total number of such
objects and made it possible to provide shelter for 4,687,413 participants in the educational
process (56.7%) (p. 34). Therefore, the authors emphasize the need to solve the problem
of lack of shelter in educational institutions, while pointing at the Concept of Security of
Educational Institutions, approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on April 7, 2023,
as well as several orders of the Ministry of Education of Ukraine. They cite the examples of
appearance of the first underground schools, in particular in Kharkiv subway.

The authors of the monograph called air alerts a significant problem for full-fledged
education. They relied on surveys of pupils, their parents, teachers, and heads of educational
institutions conducted in 2023. This is not only about air alerts, but also about internal
anxiety — among the dominant emotions among pupils. At the same time, parents and
teachers assessed the emotional state of children better than pupils. At least three times more
children have an anxious state than their parents and teachers believe. The study showed that
a quarter of schoolchildren had pessimistic views about the future of Ukraine, another 25%
were neither optimistic nor pessimistic. And every fourth pupil wanted to go abroad after
finishing school (p. 35).

In the monograph it is stated that as a result of the full-scale Russian war against Ukraine,
about 800,000 schoolchildren changed their form of education from face-to-face to distance
learning (from 17,669 students in 2021 to 772,909 in 2022) and family (home) (from 4,695
to 64,409 students, respectively). These changes affected the east and south of Ukraine the
most, from where about 30—40% of pupils were forced to leave for abroad or other regions
of the country (p. 42, 45). When characterizing educational losses, the authors mainly cited
the results of research by the State Service for the Quality of Education or a number of
public organizations, according to which educational losses consisted of worsening learning
outcomes for students in primary, basic, and secondary schools, especially in Mathematics,
Physics, Ukrainian Literature, and History of Ukraine. At the same time, the authors mention
a number of projects aimed at overcoming educational losses. However, the main emphasis
in these projects is on preparing teachers for such challenges.

Another challenge for the Ukrainian children is going studying to two schools
simultaneously — Ukrainian and foreign. The largest number of Ukrainian schoolchildren is
registered in Poland — about half a million, in Germany — over 300 thousand, in the Czech
Republic — over 70 thousand, Romania, Spain, Italy and Slovakia accepted 30—40 thousand
pupils. In other European countries, the number of Ukrainian children ranges from several
hundred to 10,000 (p. 50). The authors named certain steps and measures taken by the
governments of European countries to provide Ukrainian children with the opportunity to
study in their schools.

Other challenges and problems (exhaustion of pupils and teachers; assessment of academic
achievements; the ability of Ukrainian teachers abroad to work online in Ukrainian schools;
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the “New Ukrainian School” reform, which is not fully implemented under war conditions;
the complexity of organizing external independent evaluation) that faced Ukrainian education
under war conditions were only named by the authors, but were not analyzed in detail.
Chief focus was on the development of professional (vocational and technical) education
in Ukraine, to the adoption of a number of important documents on improving the practical
training of specialists in accordance with the requirements of the labour market.

The authors describe the work of several training centres operating both near the front line
and in the western regions of Ukraine. In the monograph there is also outlined the damage
to Ukrainian higher education institutions from the war. It is noted that 34 higher education
institutions (institutes, universities and academies), 42 colleges (professional pre-higher
education institutions) and 65 structural units have already been relocated or are in the process
of being relocated in Ukraine. Chief focus is on the complex history of Taras Shevchenko
National University of Luhansk, which was forced to evacuate in 2014 (pp. 65-68), as well as
Kherson State University, which moved to Ivano-Frankivsk in 2022 (pp. 68—69).

The authors spoke about the work of those educational institutions located near the Russian
and Belarusian borders, in particular in Sumy region. There were highlighted volunteer and
charitable activities of pupils and teachers of schools in the western regions of Ukraine, who
provided and continue to provide assistance to displaced children, their parents, and teachers.
The difficult conditions in which the evacuation of schools from the eastern regions took
place with the help of volunteers are elucidated.

In Chapter 5 there is highlighted the problem of education in the temporarily occupied
territories of Ukraine. The authors elucidate the measures taken by the occupation administrations
aimed at introducing the Russian educational programs, curricula, and educational content into
schools, vocational colleges, and universities in the occupied territories. The purposeful policy
of denationalization and Russification of Ukrainian youth, its transformation into a part of the
Russian militarized society, is described. The practice of involving the Ukrainian children and
youth in the Russian “Youth Army” is indicated, which is compared with the “Hitler Youth”
organization in Nazi Germany. In our opinion, in this section the authors should have used the
studies by O. Pashkova (Pashkova, 2021; Pashkova, 2023; Pashkova, 2025), S. Zubchenko
(Zubchenko, 2016), B. Demianenko and A. Demianenko (Demianenko, & Demianenko, 2021),
H. Oliinyk and H. Baekken, (Oliinyk, & Baekken, 2023).

The authors highlighted some principles of organizing the education of internally displaced
children and adults in Chapter 6. In our opinion, it needs to be supplemented with statistical
data. In Chapter 7, the authors returned to the issue of education of Ukrainian children abroad,
primarily in the countries of the European Union. Chapter 8 is devoted to the activities of the
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences during the war. It should be noted that the authors
are employees of this scientific institution, so the appearance of this chapter in their narrative is
explained more by institutional patriotism than by the objectives of the monograph. However,
it is important that the authors outline the results of a series of surveys of Ukrainian teachers
conducted by scholars of the National Academy of Sciences on the impact of the war on the
quality and effectiveness of the educational process. The last section is devoted to changes in
the Ukrainian educational legislation in the context of a full-scale war.

In general, we positively evaluate the monograph “Ukrainian Education in the Flames
of War”. However, we consider it necessary to express a number of comments. Firstly, the
monograph contains repetitions, the authors’ references to a number of subjects in different
sections. Secondly, the authors relied mainly on the Internet sources, but did not take into
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account the rather solid historiography of the Russo-Ukrainian war in general and the
historiography of educational processes in Ukraine under Russian aggression in particular.
Thirdly, the authors repeatedly went beyond the stated chronological limits. Describing the
state of education in Ukraine in the context of a full-scale war (since February 24, 2022), they
have been often forced to resort to retrospective coverage of various aspects of the education
system functioning since 2014. In our opinion, it was appropriate to begin the analysis of
the impact of the war on the education sector of Ukraine precisely in 2014, systematically
presenting not only the losses, threats and challenges for education, but also its transformation
under war conditions. Fourthly, the authors did not pay enough attention to the characteristics
of education as a component of Ukraine’s national security, its new tasks under the conditions
of a full-scale war. It would be appropriate to show attempts to reform the system of initial
military training in institutions of general secondary education, professional pre-higher and
vocational education. The authors did not mention the attempts of the authorities and public
organizations to improve the military and patriotic education of the Ukrainian children and
youth. However, we still consider this monograph to be a sufficiently successful attempt to
cover and identify the main problems of the Ukrainian education system in wartime.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Demianenko, B., & Demianenko, A. (2021). Militarization of the Educational Process in Occupied
Crimea (2014 —2019). Skhidnoievropeiskyi Istorychnyi Visnyk — East European Historical Bulletin, 19,
228-238. DOI: 10.24919/2519-058X.19.233845

Haliv, M., & Karpenko, O. (2024). Vykradennia ukrainskykh ditei rosiiskymy okupantamy
(2022 — 2024): za materialamy vitchyznianykh mas-media [Kidnapping of Ukrainian children by
Russian occupants (2022 — 2024): according to the materials of the Ukrainian media]. Problemy
humanitarnykh nauk. Seriia Istoriia — Problems of Humanities. History Series, Special issue, 62-76.
DOI: 10.24919/2312-2595.spec.5 [in Ukrainian].

Haliv, M., & Ilnytskyi, V. (2023). Kharakter suchasnoi rosiisko-ukrainskoi viiny (2014 — 2023)
vitchyznianyi istoriohrafichnyi dyskurs [The nature of the modern Russian-Ukrainian war (2014 —
2023) domestic historiographical discourse]. Problemy humanitarnykh nauk. Seriia Istoriia — Problems
of the Humanities. History Series, 13/55, 47-73. [in Ukrainian]

Haliv, M., Ilnytskyi, V., & Karpenko, O. (2024). Problematyka henotsydu Rosii shchodo
ukraintsiv v ukrainskykh zasobakh masovoi informatsii (2022 — 2024) [Issues of Russian genocide
against Ukrainians in Ukrainian mass media (2022 — 2024)]. Novitnia doba — Contemporary era, 12,
75-96. DOI: 10.33402/nd.2024-12-75-96

Haliv, M., & Sviontyk, O. (2023). Osvita yak skladova natsionalnoi bezpeky Ukrainy v umovakh
suchasnoi rosiisko-ukrainskoi viiny: pravovi zasady, problemy, dosvid i zavdannia [Education as a
component of national security of Ukraine in the conditions of the modern Russian-Ukrainian war:
legal principles, problems, experience and tasks]. Molod i rynok — Youth and market, 3 (211), 25-31.
DOI: 10.24919/2308-4634.2023.277194

Ilnytskyi, V., Starka, V., & Haliv, M. (2022). Rosiiska propaganda yak element pidhotovky do
zbroinoi agresii proty Ukrainy [Russian propaganda as an element of preparation for armed aggression
against Ukraine]. Ukrainskyi istorychnyi zhurnal — The Ukrainian Historical Journal, 5, 43-55. [in
Ukrainian].

Oliinyk, H., & Baekken, H. (2023). Military-Patriotic Infrastructure of the Russian Proxy Republics
in Eastern Ukraine (2014 — 2022). URL: https://fhs.brage.unit.no/ths-xmlui/handle/11250/3101161 [in
English].

Pashkova, O. (2021). Russian hybrid impact on military-patriotic education in Ukraine (2010 —
2013). Current issues of military specialists training in the security and defence sector under conditions
of hybrid threats. Warsaw: Wydawnictwo Instytutu Bezpieczefstwa i Rozwoju Migdzynarodowego. [in
English].

224 Skhidnoievropeiskyi Istorychnyi Visnyk. Issue 37. 2025



Education under war conditions: a new study of Ukrainian scholars. Review of the monograph....

Pashkova, O. (2023). Voienizovani tabory dlia nepovnolitnikh na tymchasovo okupovanykh
terytoriiakh Donetskoi i Luhanskoi oblastei: orhanizatsiinyi i zmistovyi aspekty roboty [Military camps
for minors in the temporary occupied territories of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions: organizational
and content aspects of the work]. Ukrainskyi istorychnyi zhurnal — Ukrainian Historical Journal,
1(568), 20-35. DOI: 10.15407/ukristj.568.01.020 [in Ukrainian].

Pashkova, O. (2025). Youth “military and patriotic” clubs in the temporary occupied territories
of Donetsk and Luhansk regions: creation and functioning features. Skhidnoievropeiskyi Istorychnyi
Visnyk — East European Historical Bulletin, 35, 205-217.

Zubchenko, S. (2016). Dity viiny: yak Rosiia zaluchaie ukrainsku molod iz tymchasovo okupovanykh
terytorii do terorystychnoi diialnosti [How Russia Enlists Ukrainian Youth from the Temporarily
Occupied Territories in Terrorist Activities]. URL: https://zn.ua/ukr/internal/diti-viyni-yak-rosiya-
zaluchaye-ukrayinsku-molod-iz-timchasovo-okupovanih-teritoriydo-teroristichnoyi-diyalnosti-_.html
[in Ukrainian].

The article was received June 25, 2025.
Article recommended for publishing 28/11/2025.

ISSN 2519-058X (Print), ISSN 2664-2735 (Online) 225



